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A Political Dialogue between Japan and the Nordic Countries: Japanese Views
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Summary

This paper discusses the development and features of a political relationship between Japan and
the Nordic countries during five periods. As a platform of diplomacy, which plays a dominant role in
political relationships, it shows Japanese conception of the Nordic countries. A political relationship
is regarded as one that includes Japanese citizens not a diplomatic element between two nations. Thus
it reveals the underlying aspect of the progression of a political relationship.

The first period is until the end of World War O ; the second is from the later half of the 1940's to
the 1950's; the third is from the 1960's to the first half of the 1970's; the fourth is from the latter half
of the 1970's to the end of the 1980's, and the fifth is from the 1990's to the present. After World War
O the political relationship between Japan and the Nordic countries, although an inactive
relationship, was without problems. An unrealistic conception of the Nordic countries gradually
developed, in which the Japanese identified as a stereotype, reflecting their interests and values.

Following the Cold War relations began to change. Since the end of 1980's both Japan and the
Nordic countries have begun paying greater attention to each other's markets. The global issues and
international contribution became paid attention. A growing tendency toward political working-level
co-operation fostered closer ties with each other. It can be said that the political relationship between
Japan and the Nordic countries entered a new era.

Key words: relationship between Japan and Europe, Japanese diplomacy, the Nordic countries,

pacifism, neutralism, welfare states, Cold War, Kanzo Uchimura.
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