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The Process of Establishing Recognizable Landmarks
— In Case of Japan Standard Meridian —

Yasuo TSUGAWA

Summary

We are able to precisely identify positions by their respective latitude and longitude
coordinates. Regarding time, each country determines noon relative to a geographic
location when the sun is positioned directly above the standard meridian on the basis of
the Greenwich Mean Time as the prime meridian. That is, time at locations on earth is
fixed not only by the characteristic of the earth but also by intentionally derived artificial
factors. Especially the establishment of time by artificial factors has had a great influence
on human life and the recognition of time space throughout our history.

This article examines the process of landmarks established at a certain places upon
which the attached level of significance is caused by a human intentions based on various
activities. As time passes various contributing factors take effect from which a place or
position is either inevitably or accidentally recognized as a result. Symbolic monuments
and landmarks tend to be formed at such places or locations where has a significance.
Japan standard meridian is provided here as an example. Also examined, is how the axis
of spatial recognition was formed through the 5 cities and 11 towns in Hyogo and Kyoto
prefecture, and how such was established as a clear standard. In addition, consideration is

directed towards the process entailed in the establishment of landmarks from the
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viewpoint of creating a pleasant district or town.

In summary, it is very clear that Japan standard meridian was established after the
establishment of the prime meridian in England. At present the term ‘Akashi’ refers to
Japan standard time,though it had not been documented from its beginnings. It owes
much to the existence and efforts of visionary people and the establishment of the
astronomical science museum. In other words, landmarks have a contributing influence

towards forming the image and atmosphere of a particular district.
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