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Comparative Study on Extra-Curricular Activities and Issues of Teaching Method:
Japan, Thailand and Malaysia

Akiko Kamogawa, Minoru Morishita

Abstract: Special Activities in Japan is a valid subject for analysis because several relevant areas such
as career education and volunteer activities have developed at schools. Moreover, we recognize that special
activities help children grow up holistically. This study focuses on co-curriculum in Malaysia or extra-
curricular activities in Thailand as an aid in special activities in Japan. The outcomes may be used to
determine particular ways to improve teaching methods of special activities in the future.

The research addresses three objectives to determine characteristics on special activities in Japan, or
co-curriculum in Malaysia and extra-curricular activities in Thailand by comparative analysis: first, to describe
objectives, contents and history of special activities; second, to introduce co-curriculum in Malaysia and
extra-curricular activities in Thailand; third, by the comparison between special activities in Japan and those

of Southeast Asia, to show their issues and suggestions.
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Fig.1 Components of Special Activities in Japan
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Fig.2 Construction of Basic Education Curriculum in Thailand
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