Journal of the Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology, Vol. 3, pp. 5-12, 2007

SR B BREOTLMA—
e R

(Accepted September 28, 2006)

Language and Philosophy
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Abstract:  Man cannot think without language. Therefore man’ s thinking is necessarily restricted by the structure
of language. The languages of philosophy are European languages whose cores are subjects. Subjects correspond to
self-identical individuals. So philosophical thinking is confined to the realm of self-identical individuals.

Everything in philosophy is individual. Even the raw material of our world is explained as the individual perceptions
or something like these. But actuality is not made up of individuals. It is shapeless. Continuous becoming is the
actual state of the world we live in. Some philosophers realized this fact. However, they could not overcome the limit
of individuals because they cannot think without subjects.

On the contrary, the Japanese language is free from subjects. Indeed school-grammar tells us that the Japanese
language has subjects like European languages, but it is a fiction made by the Meiji government. The Japanese

language has in itself no subject. This means that Japanese thinking can overcome the limit of European thought.
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