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Hope and lucidity
— Interpretations of Rimbaud by Yves Bonnefoy —

Naoyuki KOYAMA"

Abstract:

For Yves Bonnefoy, the works of Rimbaud have been essential objects of reference. From his Rimbaud

par lui-méme in 1961 to his latest essay Notre besoin de Rimbaud in 2009, Bonnefoy has on occasions mentioned

Rimbaud in whom he has found the dialectic movement of hope and lucidity and he has articulated its consequence

with his own poetics of presence. In 1961, he did not treat Rimbaud's crucial sonnet Voyelles, whereas in 2009 he

interprets it in his original way. This difference may be explained by Bonnefoy's revaluation of the surrealistic

automatism during the 70's. The surrealistic automatism can be connected with Rimbaud's < derangement of all the

senses > and for Bonnefoy it has been revealed to be a good method for < anamnesis . But while André Breton

considered merely Rimbaud as a < genius of puberty >, Bonnefoy regarded him as a witness of < infancy > that is

essential to Bonnefoy's poetics. In this point, Bonnefoy differs from Breton. The lucidity of Bonnefoy himself guards

his poetry from falling into a literary illusion independent of the immediacy of the reality.
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