[FU&IC

19874E0 SR SN2 JET 70 7 5 W5 4EE
T2REZ M2, 20104F 4 HHECREE X5
ANz TwET, JETZH T LK]ETSE
. BERHARUAOETERIN TS H b,
HARIZEEFS>THEREIN TS b nH oL
WE$, JSLJETS#EX. JETAA (JET Alumni
Association) & W) HBSMMEEZIED. HARE
HANEORMICHB SN TV E T,

4G H 5T, 200941278 SNZJETAAY ~
A=V L 201041258 L 72 JETAA R R
TEIZOWTTHRALE T,

JETAAY 2 HR—ILZEBICDWT

PUAR=NVIE KREETOEET, Eifr
KHFEELTWET, JET7u 7 A2, 1999
ED 1% OCIRE B2 Y 0 IS, 413 48 4204 1i
BEZMLTBY, ChEITOBMBIAEFT
ALT160%. CIRI3ZICELTWE T,

ZMEOBMIZE D 2w, 5T LRI S,
TJETZMA R ENEE D, JETAASZH O 7%
VARG L TWwWE L7245 20094 5 HIZIERIZ
JETAAY ¥ HAR—=NVILEA W7 ¥ 7 Huds g
O (ZFLTHAEDEZAME—®) FERE LTHAE
LI L7

AN, BRI OMT L TOBROFEEH IO
TR LET,

FICICERALENTE
JETAAY 2 AR—IL3ZEB.

JETAARRZERDEIT

&) BiaAERM b= >~ HN—)L=Hh

JETAA SRR

1. JETAAY U HER—IIVEERRA S

¥4, HERRVMEME LT, £V U AR—-IVH
REKMEEHEOH OB & JLJETSINE O #ik
DR EITV, TORR, BRIV HOBHEEEZ S
D TBUDRHEREITVE L7,
KEFERJETAARBZHSOWM NI 2155050
AL OMENE DD S, 20094E 5 H26H 2, £
YHAR—=IVHREREABIZB T, JETAAY
RNV OBRTEEDHrNE Lz
e, Rl (L) ZIZ U, KAEfE,
VUAR—=NVHRAZEHREE, ¥y AR —N
MWEBE B L OB A
PREDT 2 FEITEHEK T
R ARV AV ARV L E S/ N
EARA S KE (M),
VUK =NVDY g —
T3 =M EH KK
JETAAEBZR &~ A1
TV TEFAARE (4

JETAAY > AR —IVKER
Od~<—7

MBI B B RRE

ERAEME T +—5 L Dec. 2010 31



JET Amnnmi Pisociition of Sino pore

E-yyAR-RERERTOTILCRDE
TEERABR-ANORT - RARDE

J-I-'ll-lH"T Preay pmemy Abimry MLl rfin,,
‘Hw .H-'-ﬂlmll-lll:rTﬁ|

At B a1y

25

) ORI FEONT Lz,

I YHiFbRE-ESBOHEIZLDY,
JETAAY U IR = VEHOu T3 — 7 % g L
FL7
2. BIHEIE (L4BF) RALOBH=

20094E11 H 2 ¥ AR — )V TR S 72 APEC
WD 72012, IR (4KE) REHR Y VAR
—VEFMEINE Lz TR, BIlsER A
LY UVHR=NVOEZEEBR LI WD THEN
HY. JETAASZHEOBRATR T ONF L7

BAKSIE. JETAAZ B O HARTORBRRR G
E#ZDJETAATOIHEH O 2 EOFFE TR
WD BT RALSIE, SHBROAKRE Y U
AAR=NVOERFFEE LTHERENGF LTS HD
BHIOBEHEEWLLEET LI
3. [HXASERY] TOT—-XHE

Mg, S4EL VA R—IVHRAZEMROELS
DIC, RMEfEOWH I OB L. JETAAT — A %
BLELZ. COESDIImMES HICHEINS
T, BHMAEEOHARADIZ,, HARIZEH LD
DY IHTR=NVDONLDBLEFENTET (54FED
K358 B2 #98,000 0 )

BRI, VYT R IVOIERI R DR 7 £ X
ZRLALDS, JET70FF ARHAKRIIONWT
FRLNFI > TBY) REMFFT L2, 720

COWIXIJET 70 7 I ML R o7z o0

R=IVDOANLEHPL, L OB ENTE L,
o, RHEIAY) YT —3 g yRE%EL L
7Y a YTHHIETSMEICH AR TOREZ {52

32 BABAfREEtET7+—3L Dec. 2010

720, HRANE Y UV HR—NVANOHEEEZES Tl

FOEREEZ L2 LTwE T,

JETAAY U AR — VT E7ZHEA L TH D
ZWHKERTT A, HRE Y VY HR—=IVOBITIFL
O ERMTEHLTWET, YA R—-
EHAREEEMIZE S, BHRICELOEWADS
W EhH, 5% FETEITIETAADGHETE 3
ViSRS A EEZHbNE T, CLAIRY ¥ AR —
WVERFHTClE KIEAE R BRI & 10 ) L 2 256,
SHLJETAADTHE Z FMBAYICHEL TE WD
9,

JETAASRRICDWLT

JETAARHZ, 20104F 3 HIZHE R L7z HARH
WTIE32ODOLEHT, KEHIIN60%TT,
JETAAR R, EHOMO EFEASH O HEE & v
IJETTu 77 208 &L, NREIZEBILL 72
HAZSHEICEL & &b, LJETSME L4
REIZES>T, [F32=F4, $y—E A, Fx
V7] &) 300 EZE LTS SF 2flifiz
AlEd 5 LR HERICR LS NE L7

JETZMHE D% < TR T %13 H AR % B
NEFTH, ZRICEHARIZEETY, [bhvbh
FHAOEBLIZH D Lizv, HAMSE L&
BLRTWHITICLw] LEZ LI]JETSINE
bwFd, JETAAR I, JETE LTCOHS 7
HLORBEE G HhBAEV. BEWIIEITAEW, B
LN EHFICHEML TV IRELZLEEZ,
ka3 A ROTWET,

UF. JETAARI OB /78t D 3 DD TH
Ha3la=74, Y=Y X, ¥ 7] IZon
THHLE T,

O TI=2=74--JETAAKLIZ, HREED
TJETZMED I I 2 =T 4 O RO 5 721F
T, oMk E o IBEReL Ay b7 —2
DEEZMBMLE T, HARN - SHHEIANOX 7% <\

JETAARROOT~Y—7

8 AA TOKYO



A RN=XZ - AN EDRT T 1 TEE

HATOIY)RWERII =T 41 2EWT S
CLEREGHELLTVWET,

@ Y—vx---H—¥Y 2 ({78) &, 7TJETSM
HZBAERD T L TH, JETAAR K DG
oML o TWE T, MikE LT
MBI ED B 2 FZ AR T HZETLY
BOWHEADOLC DICHMTE 2L 2B LwE
EZTWET, 29352 LT, bhvbiud 2
YN—DRERIRD LT TR, L WHRSE
WObETENLNML LR, [TTHTAHZ LD
B 2EBELTELVWEEATVHET,

® FrT7 HENOBEZME LTV,
FHAMEDTTJETS AL > T X v U 7 Gk
B - %) oMEE—FoBEFETT, X
DD HHEHIE, FOHETESL LTS
FCEELZESZEO T TH, BRI ENICE
212 L CHEEZ R E 3, JETAAR R,
DRIZ, HETOI)EWF X ) 7TREOKS
% KO T B ICJETSINE A i 72 T & e it
L. BEES = b LT 2 2 05 ki3
STVELVWEEZTVET,
JETAARFUIFER 2 HUF 72135 ) O F LRk

TYAs, HEZBIE. REWT, 205 M

EAEL 2O —EBRGHE LT E T, AT,

FTRTCOL—Y—=2HHOaAr 7T Y 2R LT

WMHTEDLEII BT 274 FOWEERED T

5ETAHTYT, TOREK, bT0EAHDOMIZE

BEIIREIISHIML, £H 7 2 Y 7§ Lk,

LY RN=RZA D - Ty 8y (BmEths &b

IttEZI A, SR ELELETEALIC

[HAEDFR] ~NDEIN

THOHERME-STD 5 HEHZ1TINPO) & [A
ADH] O LX) MO LI Lo A X
Y MREFBEHICSIML K2 WD TEF L7

Cofll, AV —Tarsa] (Ary— W
BH) 5K LHBTATPETT, 2HT 0
77 ME. WEICHO TRLICJETSINAE I L
Ty WHEATEOREN A v 7 —L LTk ZiH
IVAFLATYT, AV y—3PEM~ Yy —<
TT7 P23 A& AT, BT ORI R A T 4k 12
DlzoTEEXITVET [A vy —Turs 7 4]
AL TOMBIGHICH 72> TOTIFERD,
JETAARFEIZE 5 TIEY— Y AZH L HIEICE
STIELWEHATHE T,

JETAAREUZ, [JCJETSME] & [Hni] &
DRI & > Tl & B3 $ 5 72O 1AM &
L. RARLCERELTWSZEZHBELTWETD,
II2=2F4, Y=E X, FXxYTLn) 3200
ez L CTEORDOERZROEEEIED . bt
DBNPEGEATY L HROER LA R X5 X
ACBENFHZET, JETFurs S0k
HHEZER L CWEVnERSsTHuET,

SHbI(C

[HOMROEBEZRIGE | L\WHJETT v 7
LADOERIZ. WHFRTOFRE 22 725% b kv
TV ZEPBFFEsNTHE T, SR /217
ENJETAAY ¥ A= VEER, JETAAR R
BIZOWTH, SHROMIBLCTHELFH-> TeAa T
Ao

ERAEME T +—5 L Dec. 2010 33



2007%. EERE CEBEXREDHEEZIAD
T. #EE LD TWVEL, HDTERDER,
BHULTWDETAIC, EESRBRTEFHELT
WBDRIEBNDOIIEIEOMREFENADTEFL
Jeo RS T. BIEWETAT U, [EBDDI
ERBIOIITLCERTCEDIND. SITLToBICH
WCK ] EEDONF U, CDEERF. A=IC
HIZSEDeH(C. HEAZRL. BNFITZHR
e > TWEZED T, [KRe] DEETHRIAH
LERUEH. BREICEHREINF U, @&ELo
TH. 2V LEFTIRIRBVEICEDIENT L
£D7?

BeCBEVLCS., LREBEFHTAZBN TN
EFDARRDETAZRBEONE Ulc, BiFICH
BIETREDH SN, [AhF>TWVWHEYID
BYMUAEWVWEDSED] EEbN. bOMNEE
ATUTC. MIBDFREIUZ [RIEB] [CRBER

EFHOEWIT X MEFR AR, HEX (20085F)

'34 EARER LT+ —S /L Dec. 2010

EER TR EERERRE
Jessica Harvey
JIvh - N\—9«

5. BRZHT. EFRINfcc &l YTy
XaEWNE U

CDTENEDMNTIT, BILRENHS20084F
DER. NHKIR—)U COHFREICHET D
EILEDEFE>THHEIBATUIZ. TULT,
BBEA . HRARKETERITDEAT. THAIEK
TNECEITEDEFEICDHDE>TLERBATUL
feo HEADED—FE(F. Z2—I—T RhH
SDITVH - II\—Tq EEEENFEKR UK.
BEDORMFE. [Zo! HDZa2—I—FV KA
PWDD? ], BADZIEERDLET. DUKS
B DX U, EElFEsCEaELTVEL
feo FAFEEDHHNE>HICHEDFT Uz,
BERICRBOTETCHD, BEERESN. 1V
YE1—N. Za1—X[COESN. 3DUULED
EDHEIICED. AIBXRWODHODFXUC. T
T, tLIHcWTULRE ! BBEAA. REDH
B, COKRELEZa—
AZEULBHNEITEA
TUfeo TNZET. B
Sfcl&F. BRDES
DFEEZED IVT R
E3LULDEN DTD
[C. Sl&F. RIEO—&
C. [HRFvES
> hW\W&DTT,
D%, HHBB
S2THH. KHhFhEX
ZEhRCRE Ulc, I

EHOBEVWILFIAMERKE,
rO71—& (2008%F)



—bE—ZRFHERSImREENTWVD & BED
—AD'5. RICBEEMAODTEF U, FZEREL
TWDZa—R - POV —nF T4 X WD
EDTET U, ERDECH. BRDEDHDD
1 —ACEMUCAT. Z2—ADKRED
A THICDODVTHDI—DDR h—U—%ZP D=
o TCTWeZEDTY ., REXEMF. BB B
XZIRSBLNT N, FcBD—ZE2—EhiRE
INFE U, BB c>THS. A h—=U—H
ZTa—ATREINE Ulce RKEDSNULLER
DT EL IRITY. MEEDSDRINDIRENE L
e RIEPRIEBEDHTIFAKEVNEDTEZ DT,

FICHH BB IEHB. BEFFIRNA T« RI(C
SHRTCKFEU, Za—RAERT, ®ET., %z
EFILELTEVER > TS ZDTY, f&E.
HOEFEEHB20ALI EE. 2DDFRBMIEEHD
DETILEULT, —HZBCUFX Ufce RIFETR
BUOHTT,

THDDBIRT. AETORIFOERICDHER
NF U, 2008%F. FORM 7 TUHEDIB
IS TMCOAEEZBELINF U, BB
ATEDHDTTY, REEE—HEIC. AT, 77
UARDENEEDFEUIC, STH. ZDRFDHE
ZXxBOHTE. FAEICKEDET, 20094, &
BEHNAZRBICEENEIN. BRTHONED
KFEEDHE & XEEBICEBEDPREREZ F
KUF U, BTITOEDIE? Hieb | B0
TY ! ZDAXRY FCRBEDT—AD—BFEAR
TUle, BULEDSBIC, BHAFESEHMA
N FCMCOHEEZBENEN. ZDEEA—
ANUTPKEDREDDCEE SN, T—A KUY
KEENMTO>CWeT7vay - ¥ 3a—I&ED
TLEEVE U, BEFRERT. ETHELD
OETI, Ffew Za1—I—T7 ROF—HIEKX
ENSIT 54X MDD, #oBE#%. RRT
F—EBERSCENTEF U, BDBED A —
BFRBISMADEBDT T, 2ALBLPRDOU
Th'o. ERICRA A ER T KD [C—HEICE
BZEE/EOF U,

JETCORERFEINRNETDHDTY, HEEEZE
POTCTVDEERICE>TLDTHEE., BEX(C

| #

. v f!
)

- U—5 KD —BEAES (20095

HCULEFOTBICHTYITEA ST E, &T
BLHMNTWVDIETSINEE—HEIC. TELEITT
B ZEDTCRIEXZRICCE, HOHEZERDIC
WOICELIZE Sl E. RBERIEBZCLKE
AEDTECE. 22—V -3 RITREBEZTD
fecEN FRIIEBLHTT,

TH. BHDDITEEDVTCEINIEWC & 77—
DREIFEXREVDNZS. PlED. 2007F0DE
ANEDIEHDHAIC, BFEICHIRDIETT,
BioE U, FREDHHVEERED., £FEN
THH TOREDIRICIZDNTVEXR U, T
UTC. IRIFFREFLETTY !

JETSMEANDT RINAZATITH? AEICH
WCHHWEIEARZINCHIATSHIETT, &
CFRTONTLID N DD, AIgEMEIFHEETCT M

5l

Za1—IJ-3URK U5
VS, DA ARKET
BASEBEEERZETHL T,
FFH, BIRRILAFCK
B¥%ZUF L, 2007
FICETIOISLTRE
L. SFEEEREIRRT
EFRXREELTHHTE
Flfc, RIRIFXT, E—
FOHEFERIE20105F
11ATY, @IKFEEEYT
—FZEDT L. REEE.
REHIEPINHERD
ZET. ZLT. B53A
EHODEMIFTY !

Jessica Harvey

ERAE LT +—> L Dec. 2010 35




NEElE. =AD, 2BLEERZESND. 1A
F O EODZBERTRNEVED, CDH(CH
DFRT, KOCENFLDETT ] EVDSEENK
DOETHRFDCMTESNEFT., CDOCMZRD
OIS, COEEZELKICUICREEI L. KOED
BHZEELENS, KDISWDHELSETT [FAD
Bl ZBOHUED,

HADGHESAEPEAADBARICH LTDEL
HEEBES LIBEHNMNTVD (D (HDEED
O8) | EVORZSKFRICTHEAT. FHTH
ADOXAEDFEEHAREBRDHRNEZEKD T
BACENE U, ZOHE. fhET77v3> -5
P4 VDRZCEZTDEZSHATVNE U, K
FCETHEULWI 7Y a3y - THAVEED ]
FEERATcECH. AU TBITSHERDGD
FUI

HU TSz 3BE-RITUL TV R, BRAE
DIFE(CII DT EICEDFE U, 7Y a vt
RTCFTHA 2V PREYA)IEERANFELEIH
BEHRINTLWEIH, —FH. ERELEDHEF
CEEEERECBRADAYICENTVE T, 11
UDJDANEBEDY Y TIVIFEEPEREZBEDH
feblcUfes. BaDfiESRNTERICED O TU
FWK U, TUT. 7wy a v TIEFIFEL T,
WAWAHEREOX(EPES U Z#8 UTc <K
DZE Uz, 9 CICAXICEKEE > TWLE LD
5. BRBEHZULKEDFLR,

RITOBIEo ek, BHICT 7 vy a vy KEx
ARH(TEFH T, EAEZEHABOM@ENTE

36 BAREE{ET7+—3/L Dec. 2010

%

o leEbhFhDiE

AN EEERESBBFRCERERRREERSHE
Melissa Mayer
XUy « XAy—

DHRZICEHRFUFR U, 1 FEAHAEDOHRZR
AleH. FhD [EKo>TWDE] DXRDEEMHNE
ATCEF U TNIFEARICITK ZET U, TH
KRIFLZ ] ERDUF U, ZNERIETD
DICSFEZNFCRFCHAZ ZME L DS
Fllco ZUT. TIMBZEE U TVELVKER
[CHIHTPOTCEF U, BRT 1 FEEFZL
T, 2HFEZERBOTLEELTHWNT, Z0OEE
B mEDHEEICNEUE U,

ERFRE D EA M 7 ERE T DFC. R
EFORKEDETAIITE. BADEDEES
D EICEL > THARDED —HZRBNDTCEDE
BOFUHFUC. B&LDOEZDE, BIBRA=E
DRERS ADTERBRIICEIBDOPRZ L TWT,
WAWAIENT I a—ICHELRED, JV
EZCEBIBOFERDRFTESNO LTVLERL
feo EOHIFICIT O THEL)., E—FDELITE

APEOLFAETIN—T [EFINBVKE]



A THEWVWEBRDTL
fefcEDT, TDE
BECIFAEMIC [=
| %Z5EIRT H\EE
WD BDERIEE
- BULFEUL.
EEE BR DS R4
BPoERmULES.
SihCHHTENAZ
EHENOT. BIHER
DEFICHB BN &
DIEFEWV [KPR] [CEEBSNE Ulc. (4145
[C5oBIT VD CEZFADDEARANCHRSE U
5. RFEFDFDODRDZHSEWVERF T U, H
AADOBEY MMEBHHADNEE D, HATE
STARDEBENTD [EXRE]l. RIWDETHR
[CHEDFUC. U, Ry hCTHARKDIELT
BEFHRDESN TV UICe TNTITOTHD UL
WEWERERU K UL,
EERF¥EICHORDEEICEFEL. /\RICED
CUREZELSDLBE-T. LIFBL LIt
EUTHIBNTWSRImZ@D X Ulc. RN
ERN7ZREIIRIFE S SIRLUOBICEEN
TWC., ZDEZEDENSRDDILEBDEL
VWRBZEFICESNT. &ETHENLLEETS
[CEEBESNIcEFoEULF U
BELULTCFBEL. KDTF T IRFHBEDBEF
CTEHAT I OHNEXEIREL. KEEHEHM
ROEMCERL. HHMOY v/ROE—)LTH
PHHETRIU#EREICKEZ TV FUFR U
ZD2HB%. K7 I 7 AR A DEARNET
THESN. YL—Y7ET70UEVDS0SL
TR AI RO EMEERDBREZFFD R Ul
CDXRDIFERDASZDMIC, KDRICEET D
BEROAEENSD DT T, KD RIFFRZ LW/ elTEE
E8A—7T. ZLWLcIZ B8N CHEH T DIzhD
BRRBONIE. RO RO Z BANIRTEIC
PRI DICHDEERODD KT, Ffc. KDRIFA
AICHEDDEFEDEGHEAT—ELVET,
BEEZ(FCH. KDBEFEHNEADEEZIED
fcsh. 8RX—IJDRFEFEHRF [THE TOMBO/

BT CRPRDEHERE LT

ZEWEL. BBICRTLTVET, S5ICHYY
LUy oEsES LT, ADEICHEATLSSS
ANDIETTOSS LENMEDABH DY R— NER
e ELTVETD,

BEREBRDUAED SIERREDHI VU Y
SOHEET. TESEHNHT CEELHERES
DTETVEY, HERBRETITIEHL T, B
TRTEBD S HBRIAD BT SATET
WET. BEDTLER LD HES - ASm S
L. ADDBEREZELDIHITER - hw -
NAEVT AV OIEBELTVNET .

ZDKDIC,
WBNBHTE AL
EHLFDPS 4
THT. HLL g 7
BRI TE
FUlc, S0DHE
DITWDFELD
. EEEE
o, HUWLE AOBROBABREREEE ) SEHEER
BROAERICH L TR E LT, BICKZ ERS(F
EHUVHEENBDEBVET., 2LT. AHE
THESASFETNETDESADEOER. 4
. BEY). XUEIEE. SEISFEBAICDONT
fed SRFEBLTEE U,

TOEIHTENS, EBRSHBIZAEDER
FEHHSREUCEEBNCRET DS
T. BASEADELDRHERLEL T EHTE
BEEVET,

FAUA - T4S5FILT
4« 7HiHE. PUVFK
EEABESH - BF
SERIEIN, 20055494
[CEBL. EBAR(CHE
. %, 2006F10AH5N
LUy - Y )UTHR
1 EE. 20087 Ab

N SAHEBEOEESZREE
UTiEfE. 8k K& -
BE-N\(FVY - hv
v - iRjiT

Melissa Mayer

ERAEE T +—> /L Dec. 2010 37




The Kimono Journey

In 2007, barely a few weeks into my new job as a CIR in
Fukushima, I was having a sleep in on Saturday morning when
I got a frantic phone call from a friend who worked at the
International Association. I was so sleepy I almost didn’t answer
it. He announced that I should proceed there immediately as
there was a kimono teacher planning to call in. This teacher was
after some foreigners to teach kimono to in order to put them in a
competition. I balked at the word competition but was eventually
talked into at least coming to see her — after all just going to
meet her couldn’t hurt, right?

I arrived at the association to see a kind looking little old
lady, who showed me a video of the previous year’s competition,
and looked me up and down expectantly, mentioning that I
would suit the pink kimono she had brought with her. I simply
couldn’t refuse. Shooting my ‘friend’ a mutinous look as I left
the association, I grumbled to myself about being roped into this
kimono thing

I could never have guessed that this experience would lead
me through the Tohoku Regional Finals, right up to the World
Championship Kimono Contest in NHK Hall, Tokyo in 2008.
Nor did I ever, in my wildest dreams, imagine that I could win it.

So when the judges announced someone called Jessica Harvey
from New Zealand had won first place in the foreigners’ division,
my first reaction was “What?! There’s another New Zealander
here?!” It took a moment to realize they were talking about me!
My teacher couldn’t have been prouder. I couldn’t have been
more stunned.

After arriving back in Fukushima, I was photographed,
interviewed, put on the news, displayed in no less than 3
different newspapers, and even got a private audience with
the Governor. I felt like a celebrity! My family back home, of
course, couldn’t believe the commotion I had caused. The only
thing I had ever won in my life was 3rd place in a colouring
contest when I was 8 — and now they had a ‘world champion’ in
the family.

A few months later, my father visited my husband and I in
Japan. During our catch up over coffee, I received a phone call
from one of my co-workers who claimed that a TV newsreader
was in the office looking for me. As it turned out, he had covered
my kimono story on TV and wanted to do another piece about
me for the family section of the news. We were followed around
for a number of days by a camera crew, who filmed our every

My Path is the Wandered Path

In a commercial for Oita barley shochu there is a poetic
verse that roughly translates as “Take the long way to a nearby
destination. In this world there are paths that don’t connect
directly from beginning to end. My path is the wandered path.”
Every time I see this advertisement I feel Oita’s allure and am
reminded of the path I wandered to get here.

The picture of Japan painted in the novel “Memoirs of a
Geisha”, which I read in high school, gave me my first taste
of Japan’s traditional culture and the Japanese affinity towards
nature, and I was enchanted. At that time, I was on the path to
university to study fashion design. After a rigorous first year in
the fashion design program, I took off to the Caribbean islands
for summer break.

I spent three weeks backpacking in the Caribbean which
brought me to a crossroad in my life. Where in the fashion world
surface beauty and appearances are valued, in the developing
world, things closer to home, like family and nature, are
treasured. Seeing the simple way of living and the happiness of
the Caribbean people changed my whole value system. I became
inspired to learn more about the differing cultures and lifestyles
of different people.

As soon as I returned to America, I dropped out of fashion
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school and entered a college where I could study Anthropology
and Japanese. After studying Japanese for a year, the next stop
on my wandering path became clear. Japan was calling my
name! However, I spent three years continuing my Japanese
studies before making life in Japan a reality. I finally came to
Japan for the first time as an international exchange student. I
spent one year in Tokyo as an exchange student, and then two
as an English teacher, before applying for the Coordinator for
International Relations position.

In choosing a placement location, I began to think that going
somewhere completely different from Tokyo, wandering down
a different road in Japan, would enable me to further experience
a different side of Japan. At that exact time, the governor of
Miyazaki Prefecture, was actively working to promote Miyazaki
by appearing on various television programs, and Miyazaki
products were part of sales campaigns at convenience stores
throughout Tokyo. As I was compelled to go to a new region,
and also wanted to live near the coast, I read this Miyazaki
advertising campaign as a message that I was meant to choose
Miyazaki as my desired destination.

When the interview results finally arrived, I was placed
in Oita Prefecture, which is next to Miyazaki Prefecture.
Considering I had never heard of Oita, I expected the Japanese



move. A few weeks later the piece aired on the news, showing
my happy reunion with dad, our trips around town, and our
tearful farewell. It definitely gave my friends and family a good
laugh!

A few months after this a photography teacher called into
the office. He had seen the piece about me in the news, and was
interested in having me as a model for one of his lessons. I ended
up spending the day with over 20 of his students, modeling in
a couple of my finest kimonos! It remains one of my favourite
memories.

Kimono has also brought me a number of exciting
opportunities through work. I was asked to be MC for the
welcome dinner at the Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize Awards in
Fukushima in 2008, dressed in kimono of course. I ended up
dancing an African jig on stage with one of the prizewinners,
and even now, the resulting merriment it caused always brings a
smile to my face. In 2009 the tourism board of Fukushima asked
me to go to Tokyo to present a lecture to ambassadors and staff
from over 50 embassies, dressed in — you guessed it — kimono!
Our Fukushima booth was one of the most popular at the event!
Later that year I was asked to MC at the Ambassadors’ Study

people around me to give me hints about my future destination.
I was disappointed by their expressionless reactions when most
of them didn’t know of Oita either. The limited information on
the internet also didn’t prove helpful. I had to just go and see for
myself.

The airplane landed at Oita airport in the Kunisaki Peninsula,
and the bus drove winding mountain roads, before proceeding to
pass through Beppu City. On the road that cuts through Beppu
Bay and Takasaki Mountain, one can get a panoramic view of
Oita’s stunning mountain and ocean landscape in one glance. I
breathed a sign of relief at being placed in such a beautiful area.

Soon after arriving in Oita, the Oita-Czech Friendship
Association invited the Czech ambassador to Oita, and I
interpreted between the ambassador and the Hita City mayor,
and also accompanied the ambassador on tours of Hita City’s
Sapporo Beer Brewery and Hita’s Gion Festival Museum. Two
months after the ambassador’s visit, I acted as an interpreter for
artists and museum curators from the Philippines and Malaysia,
at the Oita Asian Sculpture Exhibition.

In addition to interpretation work, I also do translation
work ranging from tourism promotion to shiitake mushroom
exportation, with Oita Prefecture having the highest production

Jessica Harvey

tour to Fukushima, and the ambassador from Austria, impressed
by my kimono, invited me to a fashion show that her embassy
was preparing. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and during
the trip I learned of another event which the New Zealand Prime
Minister would be attending — I ended up meeting him in Tokyo
a few weeks later — dressed in my finest autumn kimono, of
course! We had a brief chat before I took a photo of us for proof
I was actually there!

My experience through JET has been nothing short of
amazing — the kids climbing up my back during presentations,
splashing through the ocean in mid-winter with a mikoshi on
my shoulders, watching my husband ski down a mountain in
his underwear with a bunch of crazy JETs, climbing Mt Fuji
to watch the sunrise, making a tonne of awesome friends, and
organising the New Zealand Exchange Programme are some
of my most special memories. But if I had to choose one thing
that sticks in my mind the most, it is picking up the phone on
a sleepy Saturday morning in 2007. This simple act led me on
one of the wildest rides of my life — and the journey is still not
over yet! My advice to JETs? Take every opportunity you are
presented with, the possibilities of where you could wind up are

endless!

Melissa Mayer

of dried shiitake mushrooms in all of Japan. Oita also has the
highest number of international students relative to population
throughout Japan, and I help support these students and other
international residents through a bi-monthly 8-page English
newsletter called “THE TOMBO”. Additionally, as the JET
Program Prefectural Advisor for Oita Prefecture, I help support
all 88 JET Program participants through counseling and
providing information. With work varying from interpretation
and translation, to information distribution and counseling, I am
gaining extensive work experience.

I am not only able to enjoy great work experience, but living
in Oita provides opportunities that weren’t available in Tokyo.
I experience Japanese culture through bamboo flute (shinobue)
and traditional drum (taiko) lessons, and I revel in Oita’s nature
through hot springs, kayaking, hiking and cycling. In this way, I
am able to forge new paths by trying my hand at many different
things. Wandering the path to my current destination, I have
realized that the more one wanders, the more opportunities there
are for new discoveries. As I have become very familiar with the
land, attractions, products and culture of Oita, through working
and living here, I have discovered Oita’s hidden appeal. I think
that CIRs can really act as a bridge between Japan and the world
by sharing the discoveries found along our paths in Japan.
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