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Development of a River Discharge Measurement Technique
and Its Field Verification at a Large River
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Abstract:

River discharge is one of important hydrological quantities for river design, river management, and disaster
prevention, etc. A river discharge measurement system with high accuracy has been developed by combining
hydroacoustic technology with numerical simulation of river flow. This new measurement system, ATENAS
(advanced technology of numerical simulation of flow velocity distribution and hydroacoustics), was installed at the
downstream region of the Tone River where river width is 500 m or wider to verify its measurement performance.
Mean flow velocity was successfully measured stably and continuously even along the long acoustic path of 590 m
by using ATENAS. The measurement accuracy of flow velocity and discharge was comparable to or higher than

that of precise measurements by an acoustic velocity profiler.
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Fig.1 Schematlc diagram of ultrasonic travel time method
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Fig.2 Simulated received ultrasonic waveform based on
ray-tracing calculation (Upper: Sending signal, Lower:
Calculated received signal)
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Fig.4 Ultrasonic path layout at the Tone River Estuary
Barrage

2500
2000
1500 -
1000 -

500 -

ADC output

1.4

13
Time (ms)

_Oo
[ee]

15 16

2000 -

1500 + -
e
1000
500 1

3825 382 6 382 7 382 8 382 9 383 383 1 383 2 383 3 383 43835
Time (ms)

Fig.5 Received ultrasonic waveforms (Upper: Measurement at
an experimental tank, Lower: Measurement at the actual
wide river)
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Fig.7 Continuous measurement of flow velocity at Tone River Estuary Barrage in flooding caused by the Typhoon No. 22, 2004
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Fig.10 Continuous measurement of river discharge at Sawara, Tone River in flooding caused by the Typhoon No .22, 2004
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