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Infuence of Sasa Bamboo on LLand Clearing
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The influence of Sasa bambooc onland clearing is reviewed, mainly from the viewpoint
of soil fertility. Sasa is an undergrowth which covers most virgin land in Hokkaide and
must be cleared for agricultural use of the land.

Considerable volumes of surface soil are scraped off to windrows by clearing in land
covered with Sasa. The main cause is not stumping but the removal of Sase, because
its subterranean stems form a dense root mat which holds the soil mass inthe top 10-20 cm.
Compared with the surface horizon of virgin land, the surface soil removal causes a
reduction in humus content and a deterioration in the physical properties of the Ap
horizen of reclaimed land. However, leaving subterranean stems in the ground affect
seedbed preparation and farming practices for the cleared land negatively. There
is no practical methed to efficiently clear Sesa and also alleviate surface soil
removal,

Keywords . Sasa bamboo, land clearing, surface soil removal.
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