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We investigated the species, number and weight of earthworms once a year
{September-October) for 3 years in hoof-cultivated pastures different in cultivated
year, and once in the last study year in forest and a mechanically established meadow
as controls.

Species and number of the worms were found in the following order ; in the
forest < in the mechanically established meadow < in the hoof-cultivated pas-
tures. The number and weight markedly varied depending on study sites with no
relation to the cultivated year and showed great vearly fluctuation in the hoof-
culivated pastures. ‘The dominant species were A. japonica in the forest, D. octaedra
in the mechanically established meadow, and P. hilgendorfi, D. octaedra or P. hilgen-
dorfi and A. japonica in the hoof-cultivated pastures where the dominants differed
from field to field.
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Species, Number and Weight of Earthworms in Hoof-Cultivated Pastures
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