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Research of Fish in the Class A Rivers in Hokkaido(1)
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The present paper describes the results of research on mainly fish in the class A
rivers in Hokkaido. ,
Futher research focuses on the kind of species; food chain mechanism and in -
habitable condition of river inhabits such as fish, insect, algae, etc..
One study area is the Toychira river where flows through the urban area in Sap -
poro city (the population is 1.7 millions).
This river is characterized by the steep channel and its design flood discharge is
2,600m? /s at the confluence with the Ishikari river.
There are tennis courts, playgrounds, cycling courses, and golf driving range in
the flood plane so that it is effectively used for the recreation field.
Many people fishes the crap, dace loach, lamprey, and stickleback as well.
The most of fish was absent in the river a few decades ago because of poor water
quality management.
Recently, the river environment including the water quality appears to be signif -
icantly recovered by the administrative efforts.
However, the change of ecosystem would be caused by the river improvement
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works.

A research study has been started to help the river works which take into account

not only the protections of life and property but the preservation of river environ -

ment in the catchment area.

Some characteristics of ecosystem are shown by the research works.

Keywords : ecosystem, food chain, fresh - water fish, migratory fish.
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