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A Historical Review of Land Conditions and Improvement Levels in
Government Managed Public Grassland Development Projects in Hokkaido
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The historical and regional land conditions of government managed public grass-
land development projects {PGD) in Hokkaido over the 25 years since such projects
started in 1965 are reviewed.

The analysis considered : land suitability (slope, thickness of effective soil, soil
texture, gravel content), soil type, land improvement (soil drainge, subsoiling, gravel
removal, soil dressing), soil amelioration, and methods of field reclamation.

1) In northern and eastern Hokkaido, the total acreage of projects is large, and the
proportion of flat land (less than 8 degree slope) is high. This is different from the
conditions in southern Hokkaido {Fig. 1 and 2).

9) The ratio of flat PGD land is lower than that of government managed private
farmland reclamation projects (PFR), and the acreage ratio of poorly drained PGD
soils is lower than that of PFR (Table 4).

3) The proportion of land requiring soil drainage, soil dressing, or gravel removal in
PGD is smaller than appears from soil surveys (Table 3, 5 and 6).

4) The proportion of land requiring soil drainage, subsoiling, soil dressing, or gravel
removal in PGD is smaller than in PFR (Table 5 and 6).

5) As public grasslands are less profitable than private upland area, land where little
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land improvement was inquired has been selected for PGD. Land improvement of PGD

is less extensive than that of PFR. This has induced the necessity of reconsolidation of

already established public grasslands (Table 9).

Keywords: public grassland, grassland establishment, land conditions, land improve-

ment, soil amelioration, hoof cultivation.
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