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Characteristic of Traffic Accidents in Hokkaido During Last Decade
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Trallic accidents in Ilokkaido claimed 548 lives in 2000, the most of any preflec-
ture in Japan. It was the ninth consecutive vear for the prefecture to enjoy this
duhious honor. The ratio of [atalities to accidents also is high in Hokkaido, which
has the most severe winter weather in Japan, and aceidents characteristic of North-
ern winters have increased since the use rate of studded tires approached 0% in
19953, Tralfic conditions in winter went from had to worse as studless tires contri-
buted to extremely icy road surfaces with very low frictional coefficients.

Measures to reduce the number of accidents and fatalities have been given the
highest priority in expressway management. Salety improvement on winter roads
has arisen as an urgent task. This study analyzes the characteristices of trafiic
accidents in Hokkaido hy comparing them with those in other prefectures and hy
analyvzing accidents peculiar to winter. The low rate of road extension per unit
area was found to contribute to many traffie fatalities in Hokkaido. Also, many
accidents characteristic of winter were found to occur at the start of the winter, in
December. In Sapporo, many skidding aceidents oceur when the daily average

temperature is around — 4 C0O

Keywords: traffic accident, [atality rate. accident rate, accidents characteristic of

winter, Hokkaido
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