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Introduction
It has been about 100 years since Paul Gauguin(1848-1903)’s well-known
painting was produced during his stay in Tahiti in 1897. Its title is “D’ou
venons-nous? Que sommes-nous? Ou allons-nous?” (Where are we from?
What are we? Where are we going?). Starting from only 71 books which
fortunately survived the Tokyo earthquake on Sep. 1st 1923, the Meiji
University Library has grown to be one of the largest in quantity and has
achieved a reputation as one of the highest in quality in Japan. From
“Ou allons-nous?” through this present time, and into the forthcoming
century, we must break with the traditional nature of a library. For
example, in addition to our students, we intend to allow ordinary people
to use our library, and also to expand our lending-system.

On 28th Aug. 1963 at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C.,
Martin Luther King(1929-1968) made a memorable speech, which is full
of significance, beginning with the words, as you may know, “I have a
dream...” We presumptuously quote one paragraph here.

“I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content
of their character...”

We also have a dream that every pursuer of knowledge will one day
live in a nation where their results will not be influence by the amount
of books in the library they at, but by their enthusiasm for research.
We are proud of being able to make a great contribution to take a step
toward this goal. We believe that is what an Open-Library is. And that
is what we aim to be.

The Meiji University Library
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