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MUEBREEIC LeOid, S EEOBRAEZZ500TH - 1,

DX IS BEBNOWFALFRE T 23 -85 5 1+ KW 1990 FRICEET 3
DEIME, F—RAFF ) TOSBROBEN T +—< v 2559 A TRVEERRLR
B56DTH BN, Fhictd 2BIBROMERIZ, SLoFMETRH M, HEN, FE
HTh2EHICHZF SN 1272, BEOHBICESIEERLTEA -5 YTH
A OVEE, A ¥ 2B B 1970 FROFEEBHE T DK OHS DRI,
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FHOE] H65, 19804FE12H, [ M2 —2 35 ) 7TONBBEBRECROEARLE | [F4-X+ 35
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Formation of the Australian Studies
Association of Japan and its First Meeting

Yoshihiro Toyama

Before the first half of the 1960’s, there were few researchers in the field of
Australian studies and they had no national organisation to exchange research
information among them. The quick development of the Japan-Australia trade
in the 1960’s brought about an increase in researchers in the field of Australian
studies and they came to feel the need for a national organisation to exchange
information and to enlighten each other.

Several national academic societies of the Australian studies were formed in
the 1970’s including the Japan Society of Oceanian Economic Studies in 1971, the
Australia and New Zealand Literary Society of Japan in 1979, etc. These
societies have contributed much to their members in exchanging research fruit
and information in their special field of study, but it was only in their special
field.

The Australian Studies Association of Japan established on 2 December,
1990 is the first interdisciplinary society for Australian studies which covers all
special fields of study except natural science. ‘The writer is filled with deep
emotion as one of its founding members.

ASA]J is the successor of the Australian Research Symposium. It was
planned by the Australia-Japan Foundation and members of the planning
committee for that symposium to help and accelerate the Australian studies in
Japan. The first symposium was held at Yurakucho Hall in Tokyo on 22 June,
1985, the second, at Nanzan University in Nagoya on 6 and 7 December, 1986
and the third, at Osaka YMCA in Osaka on 18 and 19 June, 1988. The last one
was organised by the writer. The fourth was held at Tokyo University in
Tokyo on 16 and/17 June, 1990 and it became the first meeting of ASAJ, too.

ASAJ's characteristic points are three. First, it is an academic society

opened to all who have an interest in Australia or want to understand Australia
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as well as to academic persons. Second, it is a regional study society and is
interdisciplinary. Third, it must be an international society which is to be a
bridge between Japan and Australia and to make research exchange between
them. The last is our future task and the writer is looking forward to seeing

some development in this point.



