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Division of Labour in Australian Households

Akira Kawaguchi -

This paper analyzes the division of labour in Australian households using the 1992
Time Use Survey in Australia. Main findings are as follows.
1) There is a clear gender role. Husbands work in labor markets much more than
wives, and wives work in households much more than husbands.
2) However, gardening, animal care, home maintenance and car care are mainly
husbands’ duty.
3) Compared with Japan, work in labour markets is shorter for husbands and wives.
Husbands’ housework is much longer than Japanese counterparts.
4) The division of labour is consistent with the microeconomic theory which assumes
that households maximize their utility under budget and technological constraints.
5) Household production functions are not symmetric in sexes. Even if wage rates
are the same for husband and wife, a wife is likely to spend more time than her
husband for most types of housework.
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