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The Change in Rites of Passage on Kamishima Island,
Toba City, Mie Prefecure—The case of a depopulating
and aging society

Arnold van Gennep (1873-1957) was the [irst founder to note regularity and significance of
people’s live events and his phrase flor these, “lhe riles of passage,” has become a parl ol the
language ol anthropology and sociology in Japan. The riles ol passage examine nol only in rites
but also in family, relalive, social problem, religion and so on.

On the one hand, It’s could be predict the [ulure of Japan by sludying the Japan’s epilome
ol isolated island. Also, we could [ind some hinl which Japan going Lo lace a lols ol subjects
by examine the isolated island.

Similarly, Toukai area localed in the middle belween east culiture and west culture. That
means average culture and characler of Japan could be found by examine the Tokai area.
[specially, l.ook al the inleraction belween the {radilional custom (The riles ol passage) and
depopulaling, aging sociely by the field trip invesligalion of Mie preleciure Toba City Kamishima

which represented the isolated island in Tokai area.
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