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The improvement of the ability to communicate in second language is required, along with the
globalization of human activities. To better understand how human beings process spoken lan-
guage and to help develop better technology for human-computer interaction and effective
instructional tools for second-language education, Spoken Language Acquisition Mechanism
Project is studying how language learners develop listening and pronunciation skills in a foreign
language, through three research themes: 1. basic research on underlying mechanisms, 2.
advancement of core technology, and 3. diversification of learning environments. Furthermore, as
a powerful tool for collecting extensive research data and for putting our research findings to
practical use, we have started to develop an individual-distance learning system called "ATR
CALL (icomputer-assisted language learning system)".
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