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A Review of Studies in Domestic Violence

Kyo MATSUSHIMAF

Abstract: In Japan, violence against women within the family is increasingly becoming a
serious social problem. In Japanese, the term “domestic violence” is used to explain this violence
against women by husbands or partners. It is hard for women to escape when they are battered
by men with whom they have intimate relationships. The causes of the problem cannot to found
unless gender perspectives are take into account. The term “domestic violence” grew out of the
battered women’s movement in the USA in the 1970s. Recognition of the history of this
movement will elucidate the background in which this term developed to describe violence
against women. In this paper, | examine the appropriate definition of “domestic violence,”

through studies of “domestic violence” in the USA.

key words: domestic violence, gender, battered women, complex PTSD, structural violemce
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