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Ecology, Gender Discrimination
and Political Economy

Naoki Umezawa

Though Marx’s theory of the production price could not explain
price movements well, it was not just a meaningless failure. Rather it in-
cluded a valuable suggestion for Political Economy :i.e., that the capi-
talist economic system is a flexible one with a pluralistic structure. As
a result, even theories which analyse the most fundamental dimensions
of this economic system should not be closed, purely economic theories,
but have some interdisciplinary elements.

In this paper I try to examine two issues in relation to this point:
first, that of ecological problems, and second, that of gender discrimina-
tion, both within the capitalist economic system. At first sight these two
issues seem to be separate but in fact they have an intimate relationship.
Ultimately both of them raise the questin of whether the process of
modernisation is limitted by problems in each of these fields. In con-
sidering this, I focus especially on a thesis developed by Japanese gen-
der studies, that the modern Japanese system of patriarchy cannot be
reduced to patriarchy of the western type. In other words, the modern
system of patriarchy system has developed in several directions. This
is also a valid point in relation to modern ways of viewing nature. Both
phenomena are quite understandable from the view point of a theory of

political economy with the characteristics mentioned above.



