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The Task and Style of Local Policy in the
Age of Devolution

Hiroaki Kitamura

Abstract

The 21 st century is known as the era of devolution. This paper is in-
quired into the task and style of local policy in the age of devolution. In
this paper, I first explain the reasons why a decentralized society, that is,
devolution, has become necessary. Second, I examine how local area
should be grasped and what kinds of stage local policy is formed on.
Third, I investigate the new style of local policy in which local area is
managed by the partnership between local people, local voluntary and
community organization, local business and local government. The local
governance is very important for it. Forth, I explain the five cases in the
Shiga prefecture in which the new style of local policy is obtained good
results, and fifth, I investigate the relationship between the partnership in

local management, local governance and local policy.



