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16) M.Jinicke, Staatsversagen, Die Ohnmachat der Politik in der Industriegesellscaft, Miinchen: Piper

1987, ALIIEWRR TEZR O K] (19924, =3HER)
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ayr 38,332 | 453,384 | 680,589 | 1,470,000 | 2,151,800 | 449,239 | 429, 020
TITN 136 26, 906 37,710 195, 202 163, 238 172, 560 78, 403
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(%%} U.S., Geological Surrvey. Worldwide Asbestos Supply and Consumption Trends from
1900 to 2003
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21) A. Rechkemmer ed., UNEO—Towards an International Environmental Organization; An Sustain- ./
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The Brief History of Japanese Environmental Problems
—Lessons from Experiences and the Remaining Problems—

Kenichi Miyamoto

Abstracts

In the process of civilization in a western way after the Meiji Restora-
tion, Japan repeated pollution problems that the U.S. and European cou-
tries had already experienced. The Japanese government and economic
circle tried to accomplish its economic development only for few decades
even though England took 300 years to its economy after industrial revo-
Iution. Such economic growth was so rapid that all sort of pollution and
environmental problems appeared at the same time.

In the middle of the 1970 s, under th pressure of citizen’s anti-pollution
movement, Japan had already solved problems concerning air pollution
of SOx and water/land pollution of mercury poisoning/cadmium poison-
ing although there ware severe pollution, such as Minamata disease, after
WWIIL. As aresult, a lot of experts and researchers visited Japan in order
to research its pollution problems and measures. After the 1990 s, there
has not been advanced measures and citizen’s movement in Japan, com-
pared to those of European Union (EU). However, still, studies on envi-
ronmental issues and lessons from Japanese environmental policy have
affected on Asian countries such as South Korea and China. Thus, this
paper avaluates Japanese environmental policy historically, and tells the

lessons from its experiences and problems of its exisiting policy.



