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Homology of Language
and “Otaku” Culture

Ken-ichi Idehara

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the
structures of, what we call, “Otaku” cultures
and to clarify the parallel relationship between
language and “Otaku” culture from the view-
point of homology, which is a key term in
cognitive linguistics. It is generally accepted
that Japanese has the process-orientation and
English has the result-orientation. This paper
shows that the above orientations are main-
tained in manga (comics), anime (animated
cartoons), and zokusatsu (special effects), refer-
ring to the statements of some “Otaku” culture
researchers, and considers why “Otaku” culture
has been flourishing in Japan.
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