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Survey Research on the Improvement of Amenity of Life using Information Systems(Case
Study of JV:SV)

Masashi OGAWA, Hitoshi MIYAKE

Abstract: The technology of information systems has made rapid progress. Thus, it is expected that such information systems
will greatly contribute to improving the quality of life. In United States, a project called NII is undergoing development. Many
local governmental and non—governmental organizations are joining together to construct this NII information infrastructure. In
Silicon Valley,a site famous for the concentration of high—tech industry,people are experimenting with both their lifestyles and
the way they do their jobs by using the Internet or other advanced information technology. “Joint Venture: Silicon Valley” is
a kernel organization around which a network has been formed. One of the main nodes is Smart Valley Initiative. SVI is a
non—profit organization that plays an important role for applying information technology to education,the public sector, and
local residents. In addition, the human communication network is an important function for facilitating various projects. The
following study analyzes the amenity based on discussions with concerned individuals in the field investigation as well as

published materials.
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Silicon Valley Gains More Than 125,000 Jobs
Since 1992
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Software and Semiconductors Continue to Lead
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Women, Minorities Progressing Toward High—End
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The share of women and minorities in managerial and
engineering occupations, Santa Clara County

Source:EDD/Labor Market Information Division
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Valley Exports Boom 30%
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Venture Capital Increases 48% 1993—95
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$985 Million Dollars

Venture capital invested in Silicon Valley firms by sector

Source: San Jose Mercury News
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R&D Expenditures Decline Slightly,
Remain Twice the National Average

Percentage of revenue invested in R&D
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High—School Drop—Out Rates Up Slightly
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The drop—out rate grouped by ethnicity

Source: California Department of Education, data for Santa Clara
County, San Mateo County and Fremont Unified School District
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Student Mastery of Basic Skills Above State
Average But Less Than 50% Strongly Proficient
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“substantial” understanding)in a given skill area

Source: California Department of Education
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Schools Internet Access Escalates
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Share of schools with high—speed Internet connections,
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Toxic Chemical Releases Up 3%
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Violent Crime Low, Juvenile Crime Drops Slightly
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Private Giving to Nonprofits Accelerating
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