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An Empirical Research for Subjective Health
Evaluation using Basic Survey of Living
Standards in Japan
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Abstract

This paper attempts to replicate QOL from subjective health evaluation in
Japan following Cutler and Richardson (1997) and Groot (2000) and then ext  end
the model in several ways. Firstly, while previous studies defined the domin of
QOL in an ad hoc manner, 1.e. excluding Oexcellent" or Overy poor" responde nts,
this paper suggests more rigorous alternative measures. Secondly, heteogeneity
among individuals, which is inevitable in micro-data, is accounted for inthe
estimation. Thirdly, this paper compares QOL over a period of six years.

The estimation results show the following : Although almost all symptoms
and diseases worsen health evaluation, some symptoms and diseases raise
subjective health. There is no such counterintuitive case in UK or US studds.
The QOL impact of symptoms and diseases is stable over six years, and aggreg ate
QOL 1is very stable in this period.

Keywords : Subjective heal th evaluation, QOL, Ordered probit,
Threshold Function Model, Aggregate QOL, Stability
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