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19830 | 19840 | 198500 | 198601 | 19870 | 19880 | 19890 | 199000 | 199100 | 199200 | 19930 | 199400 | 1995001 | 199600 | 199701 | 199801 | 199901

19830 | 1.000
19840 | 0.995 | 1.000
19850 | 0.990 | 0.995 | 1.000
198600 | 0.982 | 0.987 | 0.993 | 1.000
19870 | 0.974 | 0.979 | 0.986 | 0.995 | 1.000
19880 | 0.965 | 0.971 | 0.980 | 0.992 | 0.996 | 1.000
19890 | 0.961 | 0.965 | 0.977 | 0.987 | 0.992 | 0.998 | 1.000
19900 | 0.951 | 0.956 | 0.970 | 0.981 | 0.988 | 0.994 | 0.997 | 1.000
19910 | 0.936 | 0.943 | 0.960 | 0.973 | 0.980 | 0.989 | 0.993 | 0.997 | 1.000
19920 | 0.929 | 0.934 | 0.951 | 0.967 | 0.975 | 0.987 | 0.988 | 0.992 | 0.995 | 1.000
19930 | 0.924 | 0.931 | 0.947 | 0.963 | 0.971 | 0.984 | 0.986 | 0.990 | 0.993 | 0.998 | 1.000
19940 | 0.914 | 0.924 | 0.940 | 0.954 | 0.965 | 0.979 | 0.984 | 0.988 | 0.992 | 0.994 | 0.996 | 1.000
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199900 | 0.882 | 0.893 | 0.905 | 0.924 | 0.934 | 0.955 | 0.958 | 0.965 | 0.971 | 0.979 | 0.980 | 0.982 | 0.986 | 0.991 | 0.992 | 0.995 | 1.000
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Regional Differences in Inpatient
Medical Expenses for the Elderly and
the Major Determinants in Japan

Tetsuro Chino*

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the feature of prefectural variations in
inpatient medical expenses for the elderly over the period 1983-1999 in Japan, and
to examine whether the major determinants proposed by Chino and Sugino (2002)
are appropriate or not. As Japan is faced with a rapidly aging population, the
problem of regional differences is one of the serious issues in terms of medical
resource allocation as well as income distribution. This issue becomes more com-
plicated after the introduction of the long-term care insurance system, i.e. the
year 2000, but will be made clear through the empirical results of this study.

The results of the paper are as follows. First, prefectural differences in in-
patient medical expenses per elderly person were still large over the period 1983-
1999, and stability in terms of prefectural ranking was also found through the
period. This also holds to hospitalization rates for the elderly, which is one of
composition elements for inpatient medical expenses. Next, with regard to inde-
pendent variables, we examine which variables are the major determinants of in-
patient medical expenditure for the elderly by using 1999 data. In this estimation,
we employ as a dependent variable not only inpatient medical expenses per elderly
person but also two alternative variables, the numbers of inpatient medical bills
per elderly person and the rates of elderly inpatient numbers to the population by
prefecture, to investigate the appropriateness of independent variables adopted in
the former paper. The empirical results show that these variables are appropriate
as the major determinants of inpatient medical expenditure per elderly person at
the prefectural level.

Keywords[ Inpatient medical expenses for the elderly, Regional differences,
Hospitalization rates, Determinant study, Private medical institutions
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