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Early Hominid Fossils from the Late Miocene and Pliocene:

An Overview of Recent Developments

Gen SUWA U

Abstract

O O The past decade has seen an incredible amount of new hominid fossils recovered from the
late Miocene and Pliocene of Africa. This paper reviews these discoveries. It is suggested that
there exists little support for the often stated view of considerable phyletic diversity in the

hominid fossil record.
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Table(10 Taxonomy of early hominids of the 4 to 1.5 million year time period.
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geographic region.
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Fig.030 Intra-sepcific variation seen within a subspecies of common chimpanzee.
Left two are females, far right is a male. Note that the position of the zygomatic root of the maxilla
varies by about a molar's position, and that considerable variation is seen in facial projection. Early
hominid species had less projecting faces than chimpanzees, but are expected to have had similar degrees

of intra-specific variation.
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