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Development and Fishing Areas of Pleasure Boats in the Kasumigaura Region

Daisuke SATOU

Abstract

0 0 Boating activities in Lake Kasumigaura include not only those for yacht sailing and motor
boating, but also for black bass fishing that has rapidly increased since the 1990s. This paper
attempts to examine the developing process of pleasure boat storage facilities and boating
activities around Lake Kasumigaura.

O O Motorboats were mainly used for crucian fishing, duck hunting and cherry blossom view-
ing in the Suigou aredl lower swampy area on the southern lakesidedin the 1910s. When the
creeks, which were used as moorings for most of the motorboats, were reclaimed in the process
of the farmland development in the 1960s, boat storage facilities were promoted to be opened
in this area. On the other hand, sailboats were introduced as an extension of row boats by the
graduates of Tsuchiura Junior High School in 1927, and Kasumigaura Yacht Harbor( Keisei
Marinald was subsequently built by a railway company in 1966 at Tsuchiura city. The users
of these storage facilities consisted mainly of office workers as well as students from Tokyo.

O O However, eutrophication occurred owing to the development of agriculture, livestock
industry, carp aquiculture and urbanization since the 1960s. Therefore, bathing places of
Lake Kasumigaura were closed in 1975. In addition to eutrophication, the development of
marinas around Tokyo Bay since the 1980s caused consequently the distribution area of
storage facility usersO including the Keisei Marinall shrink. Furthermore, catches of fish
decreased due to over fishing, desalination and decrease of aquatic plants necessary for
spawning grounds. Fishermen, therefore, had no other choice than giving up fishing.

O O With the expansion of black bass fishing, storage facilities for black bass fishing boats
were opened in late the 1980s and were expanded due to the influx of users from Tokyo. These
boat storage facilities consist of only boatyards, maintenance shops and boat ramps. The boat
ramps were converted from former naval or industrial facilities. The formation of such simple
storage facilities is the main reason that the storage fees are kept to a cheap level, thus the
users were mainly consisted of company employees aged 20-30. Owing to the expansion of the
social stratum of boat owners, storage facilities like car parking lots were opened inland. The
users of the inland facilities transport their boats to ports with their cars. For boating
activities concerned, boat fishing areas for black bass were formed in the nearshore area of the
lake as fisheries declined.
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Fig. 10 Distribution of pleasure boat storage facilities in the study areal] 2000L1
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Photo 10 Crucian fishing along the Yokotone River.
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Fig. 20 Catch quantity, COD and the chronology of pleasure boat storage facilities at Lake

Kasumigaura and Kitaura.
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Table 10 Changes in the number of boats around Lake Kasumigaura and

Kitaura 199801

oooo oo 1991 0 O 1998 O O
oo ooo 14 5.3 25 10.6
ooooooo 247 94.3 199 84.3
o0oo0oooooooooooo 1 0.4 11 4.7
ooooo 0.0 1 0.4
oo 262  100.0 236 100.0
oooo ooo 342 44.6 383 31.6
ooooooo 193 25.2 152 12.5
ooooooooooooooo 178 23.2 624 51.5
ooooo 54 7.0 53 4.4
oo 767  100.0 1,212  100.0
ooo ooo 103 51.8 117 54.2
ooooooo 96 48.2 97 44.9
ooooooooooooooo 1 0.5
ooooog 1 0.5
oo 199  100.0 216  100.0
oooooooood 1,228 1,664
oo 1,121 1,048

gooooobOooooOooOooboOoooooOooOoOoOO0OOO0OOO0OOOOOBbOn

ogboboooobobooobooboobobonbo
obobobooobobobooboboooboobg
oooo,1m9700oooooooooooooo
oboobooooobooboobobooboobo
goooboobooobobobobooboobo
gbooooboooobobobooboboobo
gboboobooobooooboobobooobooobooonoo
gooobooboooboobuobobobobooboo
gbooooboooobobobooboboobo
gboboboboon,1994; 00 , 2000000
00000000000000000 *00199%4
gboooobobooboboboboobooboo
ogboboooobobooobooboobobonbo
0o
g3jooooooobooooobooooooo
gbobooooboobooboobobbooboono
goooboooobobboooobobbooob
legopoooooooooboooooogoo

gboooooobobooobooboboboobbo
gi1eg2000ogooogiesodgnoonog
O00o0O0oO0ooi199100 179000 199800
gesclld3500000000000O000 10
goooogpbie910 1228000000
O0oOobDOoboOoi199800b0dle64000000
gbo480000000000DO0O0OOO
Oo0oo0oobobOooboOnDs3s000 44800
Ol1le40000000D0OO0DONDOOOOODO
gbobooooobobooboboobobooobo
gooooooobobboooobboooooo
gbooboobooboobobooobooboobo
gboobooooooooooobobob
gbogoooobooobbooobooon 1,212
O0o0oboo0ooboboooboooOoe24abonnO
gbooooooi1imooboboooooboooDo
gboooobobobobobgoooboobobo
gogoooobooboboooooooobooboboboooo

IO —



gokoooooooooooooooooooao
gz20000 60 11001
goboo0ooOooooooOoooO0oOO0O0OO0oOOoboOoon
goboooooooOo0ooO0OO0OOooOoooOOooOoOooOoo
obooOooooooooooooon

Photo 20 Black bass fishing boat loading at boat
ramp.
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Table 200 Pleasure boat storage facilities and their previous use around Lake Kasumigaura and Kitaural 2000[1
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Marina users.
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Fig. 40 Land use for pleasure boat storage facilities at the former naval base] 20001
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Photo 30 Boat ramp and fishing area freshwater
pearl farm used to be.
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Photo 50 Black bass fishing and ruins of fixed
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