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Geographical View on the Regional Context of Causes of Death Documented in
Church Registers: An Analysis of Three Villages in the Province of
South Tyrol in the Alps during the Modernization Era

Masahiro KAGAMI &

Abstract

O O The significance of health condition, disease, and causes of death as social indicators has
been pointed out in the social sciences. Here, this is discussed in terms of the modernization
era of Europe, in which relations between health condition of inhabitants and social
development became evident. From a geographical viewpoint regional variations of diseases
have been investigated to describe the regional context.

O O The author analyzes disease as a cause of death covering the period from the second half of
the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century in Europe, using data on cause of death
as documented in church registers of three villages in the province of South Tyrol, northern
Italy : Salurn, Kastelruth, and Unserfrau in Schnals. For this purpose causes of death are
classified into 8 categories by affected organ and 16 categories by disease within two periods:
the first from 1870 to 1880 and the second from 1900 to 1910. Patterns of causes of death and
their changes are compared among the villages.

0 Within these periods, as a whole, the transition pattern of cause of death showed a change
from inflammatory diseases such as gastroenteritis to tuberculosis to chronic diseases such as
cancer and cerebrovascular diseases. This process has been observed particularly in villages
where regional changes such as urbanization and modernization took place earlier. On the
other hand, processes of change in each village were diverse. In villages innovated through
urbanization and tourism, such as Salurn and Kastelruth, the trend of causes of death
occurred earlier, while in geographically isolated villages such as Unserfrau in Schnals, a
slower change in the causes of death is observed.

0O O Such a relation between disease as cause of death and regional changes can be explained
by the theory of* sequent occupance,” advocated by the American geographer D.S. Whittlesey,
for the purpose of explaining land use in northern New England. According to this theory,
changes of regional land use reflect the various stages of regional change: land use depends
greatly on specific regional elements. A particular disease as cause of death, predominating in
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a given region, results from the interaction of regional elements. The trend of disease in a

region is shown to follow regional changes.
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Fig. 10 The villages studied in the province of South Tyrol.
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Fig. 200 The death register in KastelruthD 18711

gooo

gioobooooooooobooboobobooog
gboooboooobobooobobooboobo
gboooooboobooobooboo
O Fischer, 197900000000 OODOOOO
gbooboooboobobooooboooo
ogbobogboobooboooboboobooooo

gobooooooobboboobobbooooo

gboooobobooboboboboobooboo
gbobooooobooboboboobooobo
gooboooooooogooboooooogag
0*0000000000000000O00O
gboooooboooboobobobobobobo
ooooboobooobooobuoboooboobog
gbobobob

gbooboooboooboobooboobooboooog
goooboobooboboboboobuooooog
gbooobooboobobobobooboobo
gbobooooboooboobobobooobono
oooobooboobooboobobooobooboog
gooooooboooboobooooboooog

gboboooooboobobooobobooobo
gbobooobooboobooooobobooobo
oooooobbbooooooooboobboboooo

OFliri, 19960 000000000C0ODO0O0O0OO

gboboooboobooboobgooobooobo
goooooooobbooooobboooooo
gboboooobooboooobobobooobo
obooooooooobooboobobo
gbobooboooboboboooboboobbo
gboboooboobooboooobobooobo
gooooooooobobobbooboooonog
gboobooooobooooobooboobooobo
gboobooobooboobooboooboobooobo
gbobooobooboooboobooboboobo
gbooboboooboboooboboooobbo
gboboooobooboooobooboobobo
gboooooobobobooobobooobo
gbobooooboobobobooobooboobo
gbooooooooobo

g200000
uboooooooooobbboooooooo

IO —



oooooobooboboobooobobo 3oodg
oooooboooobooobooloooooo
U00ooooobbbobooooooooboobo
oboboboboooboooonboooo

gboobooobobbooboboobooboooo
0234500101000 oooooooonoog
ooooooboobooboboooobooonog
gboooobooboobobobooboobo
goooobooboboooooobobboboooob
ooooboobooobobobobooboboobo
gbooooboobooboboboobobooboobo
gboboobooboooboobobooobooobooonog
oOo0 352100190100 00ooooogu
gbooooboobooobooboboboobooboo
gboboooobooobooboobobooobobo
obobleooboboboobobooooog
gbooooboobooobooboboboobooboo
oboooboobooobobobooboobooono
gobooogobeorbi01000mbinnOO
gboooboobooboobobobooboboobo
oboooobooooobooboboooboono
ooobooooobooboobobooobooboog
gboooobooboobooobobooboobo

gbobobooooobooboboboooooo

obobobobobobobobobooooog
gbooboboobooboboobobooobo
gbooobooboobobooboooboobooono
ooooboobooobooboboooooboonog
gbooooboobooboboboobooboo
goooobooboobooboooboboooooono
ooooboobooobobuoobooboboonog
gbooboobobooboboobobooboobo
gbooooobooboobooboboobobo
oooobobooobobobooooboonog
gbooooobobooboboboboobooboo
0000000000000 0OO0O0ODOdPounds,
198500 00oooonoonoooooonogon
0000000o0ooooooo ™

gboooooobobooobooboobooobo
ooooboobobooobobooboboonoog
gooooboooooooobooooooo 19

0000002 00000000"™00000
0000000o0ooDoDO0oooDOopDooooDoooog
000018710 1880 0 00 O 0O 001901 0 1910
000 2000000000000000000
000000 2000000000000000
O0000Do0oooooooooooooon
O00000o0ooDoooooooooooon
O00o000oo0ooopoooooooooooo
000D00DoDo0ooooooooooooooon
O00o000oooooooooooooooon
oo0oooo im
O0000oooooooooooooooooos
00000 499000000000000000
000000000000 DOHofler, 18990 O
000000000000 Worterbuch-Redaktion
des Verlages, 1998; 000 , 199800 000 00O
000000000o00ooooooooooo
O000D00o00DoOooo0ooooooooDooog
O0o0o000ooooooooooooooon
0000000o0Dooooooooooooo
000o00oDoooooooooooooooon
O00o00oooooooooooooooon
00000000 8sfooooooooooon
0000000o0o0ooDoo0ooooooooooon
O0o0o00oooo0oooooooooooon
000D00000oDo0o0oooooooooo
le000000000D00OOO0O00O0ODOOOOO
O0oodo0oodooooooooooooog
O0000000o0ooooooooooooon
O00o0000o0ooooooooooDooooon
O00000ooooooooooooooon
0000000000o0ooooooooooo
O000000o0ooooooooooooon
godoodooboobooooobouooooooa
0000000o0D0o0oooooooogooo
00000oo0oooooooooooon

Hnmooooooooooooo

gbooboooooboboobooboobooobo
gooobboooboooobobobboooooo
bobooooobobooboboooboboobobo

IO —



0O 10o0o0ooo0oooooooOooOobOooboOooo

Table 10 Baptizms, marriages, and deaths and their changes in each village.

ooo oo ooo
e . omoo ooboo Hobhoo oomooo oomooo nonoReo
ooomooooomoo
ooooo O 656 35.3 3.75 175 618 1,859
0 851 38.6 3.80 224 606 2,206
ooooooo O 584 18.0 3.79 154 584 3,239
O 604 17.8 3.68 164 604 3,393
ooooooo O 101 16.4 3.06 33 115 o617
O 172 29.7 4.30 40 113 0579
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1869 0 O O O O Die k. k. Statistische Central-Commission ed[] 1873t Orts-Repertorium der gefuh-
rsteten Grafschaft Tirol und Vorarlberg auf Grundlage der Volkszahlung vom 31. December 1869
bearbeitet. Innsbruck.[01880 [0 O Die k. k. Statistische Central-Commission ed 1885): Special-Orts-
Repertoriem von Triol. Wien.(0 1900 O O Die k. k. Statistische Zentralkommission ed. 1907t
Gemeindelexikon von Tirol und Vorarlberg., bearbeitet auf Grund der Ergebnisse der Volkszahlung
vom 31. Dezember 1900. Wien.J 1910 O O Die k. k. Statistische Zentralkommission ed.0 1917):
Spezialortsrepertorium der Osterreichischen Lander. VIII. Tirol und Vorarlberg., bearbeitet auf
Grund der Ergebnisse der Volkszahlung vom 31. Dezember 1910. Wien. 0 0 J0 O QOO
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Table 200 Deaths by age and their changes in each village.

ooooo ooooooo ooooooo

O O O O O O
1000 183 219 137 148 15 15
10560 103 73 36 30 4 3
50 100 40 17 16 13 1 2
100 200 25 15 11 15 0 0
200 300 40 27 13 13 3 4
300 400 45 38 39 32 5 4
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500 600 40 36 65 51 16 7
60000 95 136 232 243 63 60
oo 15 11 3 27 4 7
O 618 606 584 604 115 113
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Table 30 Infant deaths[ under 1 year) and their changes in each

village.
0oooo ooooooo ooooooo
0 0 0 0 0 0
goomoo 656 851 584 604 101 172
goomoo 183 219 137 148 15 15
o0 mgo 27.9 25.7 23.5 24.5 14.9 8.7
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Fig. 30 Deaths by age and affected organ in Salurn.
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Fig. 40 Deaths by age and affected organ in Kastelruth.
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Fig. 600 Deaths by age and disease in Kastelruth.
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Table 40 Development of infrastructures in each village.
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Table 50 Birthplaces of marriages in each village.
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Fig. 70 Development of population in each village.
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