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Industrialized Vegetable Production, Salad Processing,

and Agribusiness in Salinas Valley, Callifornia
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Abstract

0 O Salinas Valley, California, is the leading lettuce-producing area in the United States. Pro-
duction, processing and marketing of vegetables based in Salinas Valley are typical of the indus-
trialized farming in the United States. This article intends to depict the dynamics of American
agriculture by examining the activities of agribusiness with special reference to farming prac-
tices, land use, salad processing, and labor. Field studies were conducted in Salinas Valley and
Imperial Valley.

0 O Production of lettuce in Salinas Valley began in the early 1920s when ice-packed lettuce
began to be shipped by rail to the eastern market. Lettuce growers originally marketed lettuce
in the spring, summer, and fall from Salinas Valley. From the mid-1920s they began winter
harvesting of lettuce in the dry areas of southern California and Arizona, typically in Imperial
Valley and Yuma Valley. With the completion of the California Aqueduct, Huron in the western
part of San Joaquin Valley grew as a new lettuce-producing area in the 1970s to supply lettuce
in April and October. The system of year-round production of vegetables was thus established
in the 1970s. Outside capital was invested in Salinas Valley during this period to promote the
agribusiness venture of lettuce production and marketing. Some growers shifted to processing
ready-pack fresh vegetables in the 1980s by establishing large plants in Salinas Valley.

0 O The system of year-round supply of vegetables in Salinas Valley, Imperial Valley-Yuma Val-
ley, and western San Joaquin Valley makes this part of the United States the leading produc of
fresh vegetables in the world. Differences in climatic conditions, modern technology for preserv-
ing and transporting fresh vegetables, influx of large amounts of capital, availability of cheap
labor, and improved infrastructure have combined to create this production complex. It plays an
important role in the global supply of fresh vegetables as the produce is consumed not only in
North America but also in Europe and Asia, including Japan.
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Fig. 10 Study area.
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Photo 10 Lettuce cultivation on the Bruce Church
ranch in Salinas Valley.
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Fig. 20 Change of planting acreage of vegetables in Monterey County.
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Table 10 Acreage of vegetable cultivation by farms in Salinas Valley.

Farms Merrill Sea Mist Boutonnet Higashi V&V Bengard T&A D'arrigo
Broccori 782 2,651 431 888 580 2,950 942 4,104
Cabbage 371 0 0 0 880 0 376 0
Cauliflower 585 2,350 1,204 608 665 505 1,049 784
Spinach 94 1,262 362 481 390 265 478 0
Lettuce leaf 890 1,237 840 1,023 620 690 1,056 6,711
L.Romaine 1,150 2,499 837 0 0 820 0 0
L.Head 2,142 1,256 1,267 798 1,280 1,625 2,478 1,826
Fennel 0 1,291 289 0 0 0 316 563
Oats & Rye 333 0 0 0 0 15 617 634
Celery 410 2,547 378 426 870 95 545 0
Bean 300 0 0 0 135 0 5 0
Onion 30 0 0 425 260 0 10 0
Carrot 57 0 0 0 230 0 5 0
Asparagus 678 0 0 0 810 0 0 0
Artichoke 0 5,001 0 0 0 0 0 0
Napa 0 0 0 170 210 0 416 0
Strawberry 0 0 0 130 0 0 0 0
Tomato 0 0 0 0 640 0 0 0
Garlic 0 0 0 0 210 0 0
Bok choy 0 0 0 0 190 0 406 0
Endive 0 0 0 0 55 0 371 0
Kale 0 0 0 0 0 0 304 0
Parsely 0 0 0 0 0 0 306 0
Swiss Chard 0 0 0 0 0 0 281 0
Chicory 0 0 0 0 0 0 226 0
Mastard 0 0 0 0 0 370 262 0
Rappini 0 0 0 0 0 0 185 3,232
Cactus Pear 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 437
Others 20 0 0 0 93 0- 20 0
Uncultivated 56 179 65 205 466 170 241 796
Total area 7,898 20,273 5,673 5,154 8,584 7,505 10,895 19,087
Number of ranch 8 17 10 15 7 12 18 19

Agricultural commissioner 0 0 00 000

Data from agricultural commissioner in Monterey County.
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Photo 200 Celery cultivation on Marrill Fams in Sali-
nas Valley.
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Fig. 40 Ranches of Sea Mist Farms and Boutonnet Farms around Castroville City.
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Photo 30 Artichoke cultivation on Sea Mist Farms
around Castroville.
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Fig. 50 Chronology of vegtable shippers and salad processors.
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Photo 400 Headquarter of Tanimura & Antle and its
lettuce field in Spreckels.
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Table 20 Contract acreage of vegetable cultivation in Salinas and other valley by salad processers.

Vegetable shipper Salinas Huron  Imperial Yuma Others Total Main Brands
Tanimura & Antel 18,000 4,500 og 18,000 2,500 43,000 Salada-Time,
D'Arrigo Bros. 16,000 1,400 1,000 7,000 600 26,000 Andy Boy
Mills Inc. 9,000 1,000 1,500 2,000 1,000 13,500

Nunes Company 6,000 500 og 4,500 1,000 12,000 Foxy

goooooog
Data from interviews with vagetable shippers.
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Fig. 600 Lattuce harvest in the regional context.
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Photo 500 Harvesting of lettuce by Mexican workers in Brawley, Imperial Valley.
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