oood
Journal of Geography
1141 40 561-578 2005

190000 goooobon

—p0ooboobobooboobobooboobooog—
000 OO0 ooo*®

Study on American Whaling by Sailing Vessels in the 19th Century:
Consideration of Whaling Manufacture in New England

Akira OSAKI"”

Abstract

0 O The writer contributed to "Journal of Geography 2000" Vol.109 on whaling by sailing vessels
in the 19th century. Here, the writer studied details the management of whaling voyages at that
time.

0 O Whaling voyages extended from one year to two, threes, and four years. This necessitated
whaling vessels calling at several ports en route for supplies of water, firewood and food. Hako-
date in Japan, which was already open to foreign vessels, was one of the ports of call. Whale oil
and whalebone harvested during a voyage were sent by cargo clippers to the respective home
ports in New England, via supply ports centering on Honolulu in the Sandwich Isls. The purpose
was to empty the hold and quickly cash in the cargo.

0 O The places of birth of crews were New England and other areas in the USA, but they actu-
ally lived around their home ports and had us citizenship. Some of crew members died due to
various accidents, or left their vessels because of illness. In addition, in the Pacific, a number of
unskilled hands deserted their vessels at some islands of call. Therefore, the vacancies had to be
filled at port of calls. As a result, many crews changed composition from the time of departure.

0 0 The lay-system was contracted at the port of departure. Dividends based on percentage of
proceeds of whale oil and whalebone were paid to crews upon return to port. This lay-system
was adopted by American whaling, but there were great differences in dividends received by
skilled and unskilled hands. In addition, in the case of unskilled hands, dividend account was
greatly reduced by advance money and interest before and during the sailing. Therefore, their
net income was very small.

O O Untill the 1850s, whaling prospered and proceeds from whale oil and whalebone were large.
Naturally, dividends for investors were large. Therefore, shipbuilding casts were easily covered
by around 2 voyages. But, in the 1870s when American whaling declined as proceeds from whale
oil and whalebone were reduced by the lay-system, both dividends for investors and crews also
decreased, although whaling as an enterprise was still carried on. But, interest in whaling of

both investors and crews was receding. In the 1870s the number of American crews decreased,

" 000O0oooon
Y The Tokugawa Institute for the History of Forestry



and foreign crews including skilled hands increased. Many extra hands also had to be hired.

0 O In the history of economics American whaling by sailing vessels in the 19th century can be

considered to be at the manufacturing stage. Theory explained that manufacturing develops into

a capitalist industry through the Industrial Revolution or mechanization. However, American

whaling by sailing vessels did not follow this course. It can be considered that both investors and

crews] capital and labor0moved out of the whaling industry to other sectors in the latter part of

the 19th century as whale resource decreased. The whale oil market price fell due to competition

from petroleum. Moreover, at this time in New England there were large investments in various

industries, and the labor market on land was expanding. This is in contrast to the Japanese case

in which a manufacturing scale fishery developed into capitalist stage fishery with a limited in-

vestment area and a small labor market. The writer would like to pursue this subject.
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Table 10 The cruising term of whaling vessels sailing from New Bedford.

0 months
011 12023 24035

00O year

360047 48059 60071

oo

no report

oo
total

720

17
21
63
77
126
67
37
35
9
45
32
19
40

15
27
54
36
75
152
139
160
55
48
30
30
40

18160 1820
18210 1825
18260 1830
18310 1835
18360 1840
18410 1845
18460 1850
18510 1855
18560 1860
18610 1865
18660 1870
18710 1875
18760 1880

26
29
52
78
35
10

6
19
12

6
20

25
99
83
122
127
207
159
64
77
57
53

42
80
29
35

9
24
42
46
62
50
44
29
19

104
161
223
327
347
408
372
505
394
267
239
166
191

19
30
23
50
94
31
39
22
19

= Ol O 00 B NN

00 total 298 588 861

1,081

329 31 511 3,704

Sourcel Starbuck( 18780 and Hegarty] 195601
The data were assembled by the author.
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Table 20 Cruising records of whaling voyages undertaken by the ship George & Mary's.

0 O location 0 O whaling
ooooad
ooo ooo ooo ooo
00 date . . note
latitude  longitude saw catch
1843. 7. 19 41[R23'N 72007 W O 0 0D0oooooooo
0
8.6
8. 10 39(B0'N 31D0'W gooooboooooooboog
’ oooo
:0
8. 19
8. 923 17010' N 25[00' W goooobooooboooo
:0
10. 2 36[h9'S 10(D3'W gooo
8R, 5F
10. 18 38[15'S 25[23'E
:0
11. 4 35011'S 6418 E 000000000 8700 U 00O bblst
47R, 3F 13R
1844. 1. 23 45[59'S 148[03'E
0
2.5 gooooobooboooobooooo
43[R0'S 172(65'E
2. 11 ooooobos30od
:0
4. 4 gooobooboobooooboooo
2003 N  156[40' W
4.9 ooo
4. 23 320016'N 1790h7'E J0o00ooooogo1,9100 0 OO bblsO
82R, 2F 17R
8. 11 51[D0'N 164[B0'E
:0
9. 16 go0o00obOoboobooooobooo
2003'N  156[40' W
9. 24
:0
10. 22 pgoooboooobooooooo
20019'N  158[48' W
10. 24
:0
12. 11 57[R0'S 68C16' goooo
:0
1845. 1. 15 goo0o,00b00b0ooooooon
800" S 34016' W
1. 16
:0
2. 23 41[23'N 72007"W goooooooo

RO O O O right whale,0 FO O O O O finback whale.
Sourcel] Whaling vessel George & Mary's logbook of Capt. L. Baker. manuscript.
The data were assembled by the author.
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0 s3qo0000o0oo0o0o0oo0o0o0oo0oo000oo0oo000oo0oo0o00b0000000n (1858.10.6)

Table 30 Freight list of cargo on the clipper ship West Wind from Sandwich Isls. Honolulu for New Bedford, 1858.

10. 6.
ooo ooo 0O0aD0o ooo ooo
contents shippers consignees packages sum of freight
0 0 I bblsO 00 lbsO $
ooo schooner Metropolis Swift & Allen 127 349.55
0ooo O 0 5.254 324.75
oogd O O 160 0 11.76
ooo schooner Harmony 0 1,357 2,799.76
0ooo O 0 20,620 324.75
0ooo O 0 108 0o 793
ooo bark Fanny O 481 990.85
ooo bark Vernon 0 9,013 141.94
ooo Field, B. W. Peirce, H. A. 18,499 194.24
ooo ship Addison with Capt. Richmond, J. B. 1,233 2,538.46
ooo ship South America Bownell, W. O. 14,643 230.62
0 ship Nassau Swift & Perry 14,868 234.17
ooo ship Minerva Gifford, W. 405 833.49
0ooo O 0 8,218 129.43
ooo bark Warren Wilcox, W. 801
0Doo o o 9652 0 180106
ooo ship Bowditch Child, C. J. 1,299 2,672.60
0ooo O 0 9,848 155.11
0 bark Fortune Taber, E. 17,690 278.61
ooo bark Nye C. R. Tucker & Co. 11,922 187.77
ooo ship Japan Blackler, W. G. 13,107 206.43
0 ship Trident Parker, F. 19,578 308.35
ooo bark Wavelet Grinnell, S. 1,241 2,553.92
0ooo O O 9,553 149.91
ooo bark Kingfisher Bourne, J. Jr. 1,482 3,050.91
0ooo O 0 15,714 247.49
ooo Lean, G. W. order of the left 428 880.53
ooo Field, B. W. order of the left 16,657 152.48
00O total 8,854 215,104 21,805.38

Source: Freight list of cargo on the clipper ship West Wind, Coady & Co., Honolulu. manuscript.
The data were assembled by the author.
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Table 40 Account records of the 2nd whaling voyage undertaken by bark
Matilda Sears, in 1861. 6. 12-1865. 5. 6.

000 item 0 O amount by sum 0 O ratio
$ O

gooboooooboooo 6,997.70 59.08
goobooooobo,oboobo
gooobooooo 3,105.60 26.22
ooooo 1,260.00 10.64
ooooo 0 83.57 00.70
goooooo 0 54.37 00.46
ooooo 0 33.74 00.29
goobooobooooo 0 56.21 [00.48
gooooo [1156.60 01.32
ooooo 0 33.07 00.28
0oooooo 0 05.56 00.05
oooooo 0 57.15 00.48

000 total 11,843.57 100.00

Source: Journal of account records for all whaling voyages of bark Matilda
Sears kept by the agent W. Potter. manuscript.
The data were assembled by the author.
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Table 50 Crew list of whaling voyage undertaken by the ship Mount Vernon of New Bedford, 1836. 6. 10-1837. 7. 10.

ooo ooo ooo ooo ooo ooo ooo
name places of birth places of residense citizens age complexion note

Covell, C. New BedfordD MSO New Bedford0 MSO U.S. A light ooo

Stunly, W. B. Nantucket(] MSO O O 41 dark

Miller, D. New Orleans[] Loull O ad 29 O

Cushman, D. M.  Fairhaven[ MS[O O O 23 light

Grinnell, J. Fairton] NJO Fairton] NJO ad 20 black

Pole, J. M. East Bridgewater(] MSO East Bridgewater(J MSO O 21 pumice

Smith, J. West Salem[] OHO Fairhaven] MS[O ad 24 dark

Hoto, J. H. New Bedford New Bedford ad 27 O

Scamon, R. DartmouthJ MSO Dartmouth MSO O 21 light

0 O broken Middleboroughl MSO Middleboroughl MSO O 30 dark

Sponner, S. S. New Bedford New Bedford O 20 O

Diven, D. Princeton NJ[I O ad 39 black

Junes, S. Philadelphiall MSO O O 25 O

Selus, P. New Bedford O ad 17 O

Cumester, C. M. O O O 16 light

00O broken O 0O broken O O 37 O

Gibny, R. BostonJ MSO O O 27 pumice

Horceice, I. O O O 24 light

Myotts, H. Sussex[] NJO O O 24 O

Cambell, H. Portland[0 MEO O ad 23 O

Muth, J. M. Cormors] NY[ O ad 20 dark

Gullienis, I. Holland[O NYO O ad 20 O

Meth, S. FairtonJ NJOJ O O 32 light

Nyuces, W. Mobertl Canadal] O O 24 O

Suge, H. Warwick( RIO O O 22 O

Durfee, A. G. Newport[] RIT O O 27 O

Covell, G. New Bedford O ad 15 dark oono

Climton, W. Trey MSO O O 21 light

Smith, T. Newark[] DE[ O ad 20 O

Silva, M. Westerly RIO O O 23 dark

Marecial, M. Florencell MS[ O ad 25 O

Jones, T. Jr. MarbleheadJ MSO O O 23 light

Sourcel] Shipping paper for a whaling voyage by Mount Vernon. manuscript.
The data were assembled by the author.
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Table 60 Crew records for six whaling voyages undertaken by bark Matilda Sears.

goooo|0o1000 0DO2000 g3000 04000 Oos5000 genoO
voyage(f;(i 1st vogage 2nd vogage 3rd vogage 4th vogage 5th vogage 6th vogage oo
1856.6.17 1860.11.1 1865. 5. 15 1869. 8.2 1873. 7. 22 1877.10. 2 note
00 item -1860.8.9 -1864.11.11 -1869.4.8 -1873.6.11 -1877.9.27 -1882.3.11
| ad O O | ad
gooooooo 27 30 33 30 26 300 O
ooooooo 12 11 20 18 16 240 0O
ooo 3 1 1 10 O Y 1882. 3.
0 ooo 20 O 1ooog
ooo 4 oooo
U ooo 9 5 15 16 16 180 0 0OO0OO
ooo 1 1 350
goooooo 7 9 12 28 25 40 0
gooogd 11 13 40 0
ooo 1
ooo 10 13 300
0 ooo 2 100

Source: Journal of account records for all whaling voyages of bark Matida Sears kept by the agent W. Potter.

manuscript.
The data were assembled by the author.
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Table 70 Account records of crews on board during the 1st whaling voyage of bark Matilda Sears, in 1856. 6. 17—

1860. 8. 9.
ooooo oogog ooo 0o 0o
oooo gooo0 000 oOOoooOo oooo ooo ooog 00O o0oo ooo 00
name paid interest setting of oo advances interest price  cash to cash to note
order  ofleft discharging slop chest of left ballance
medicine purchases on board of lay lay
$ $ $ $ $ $ lays $ $

Wing, P. S. 12 4,673.68 4,667.68 00
Hawland, E. 21.50 17.28 150.57 26.39 20 2,964.39 2,793.65 10000
Chase, G. S. 459.41 192.95 21.50 44.89 226.45 56.61 35 1,722.50 720.69 2000
Haskins, J. 21.50 11.40 76.33 19.08 43 1,378.43 1,250.32 3000
Dans, J. S. 182.00 76.44 21.50 25.34 98.90 24.72 75 790.50 361.60
Herocy, J. 90.48 38.00 21.50 18.70 101.05 25.26 75 790.50 495.51
Glenney, D. W. 179.79  44.70 10.75 118.56 80 326.08 [126.72 1858.2.230 0
Harris, J. S. 133.40 56.03 21.50 46.50 99.87 24.97 50 1,185.75 803.48 O OO
Jackson, H. 104.94 31.29 11.50 79.71 1858.7.170000
Daym, J. 67.10 28.18 21.50 24.02 102.00 25.50 85 697.50 429.20
Howe, J. A. 79.86 33.54 21.50 95.66 42.45 10.61 185 320.47 36.85
Took, W. 82.31 27.60 11.50 28.41 185 7691 07291 1857.6.10 000
Flalui, J. 67.34 24.00 11.50 82.36 140 254.08 [168.88 1859.4.20 0
Silva, J. D. 87.86 25.80 11.50 41.46 150 197.62 31.00 1859.7.40
Majaro, A. 58.66  14.65 21.50 30.93 29.63 7.66 150 395.25 222.24
Phuson, T. M. 83.12 34.91 21.50 35.31 35.31 8.83 190 312.04 93.06
Perra, J. H. 87.63 36.80 21.50 61.54 120.31 30.08 125 474.30 228.94
Ballard, S. E. 69.33 21.00 11.50 56.96 200 148.22 [010.57 1858.7.40 0
Barke, F. 18.69  24.00 11.50 29.42 180 79.04 [064.57 1857.6.130
Malley, T. 76.03 31.93 21.50 86.93 83.05 20.76 125 473.09 152.89
Cooley, J. 79.87 1856.9.220000
Burnes, J. 75.79  22.50 11.50 43.89 185 76.88 [76.80 1857.6.130 0
Murphy, S. 78.83  24.00 11.50 55.78 185 141.00 [029.11 1858.2.230 0
Reynolds, J. 90.00 27.00 11.50 93.81 155 259.80 [037.49 1859.4.40 O
Baker, M. A. 93.00 39.06 21.50 26.08 35.37 8.84 170 348.75 124.90
Haskins, D. W. 70.25 21.07 11.50 62.18 200 201.35 [36.35 1859.4.50 0
Danis, J. 50.00 21.00 15.00 34.84 28.77 7.19 250 237.15 80.35
Gueny, L. H. 45.00 3.00 oo 68.40 20.40 1860.4.150000
Domingo, F. 28.50 O 24.47 [04.03 1860. 4. 150 0
Buggs, J. 18.90 O 29.24 10.34 1860.8.210 0O
Willey, T. 5.00 85.50 140 117.06 26.56 1860. 8. 210 O
Holmes, F. 21.50 45.20 37.25 9.31 140 423.48 310.22 1860. 8. 210 O
Francisco, J. 21.50 41.76 34.78 8.69 200 296.44 189.71 1860. 8. 210 O
Granse, M. S. 21.50 37.78 37.78 9.44 200 296.44 189.94 1860. 8. 210 O

000 total 2,510.69 896.45 489.75 1,394.04 1,458.43 323.94 19,780.81 12,812.10

Source: Journal of account records for all whaling voyages of bark Matilda Sears kept by the agent W. Potter.
manuscript.
The data were assembled by the author.
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Table 80 Financial account records for six whaling voyages undertaken by bark Matilda Sears.

DDD.I:I g1o000 o2000 o3000 04000 os5000 gennonO
ci}g;l:;g 1st voyage 2nd voyage 3rd voyage 4th voyage 5th voyage 6th voyage
1856. 6. 17 1860. 11. 1 1865. 5. 15 1869. 8. 2 1873. 7. 22 1877. 8. 28
-1860. 8.9 -1864. 11. 11 -1869.4. 8 -1873.6.11 -1877.7.16 -1882.3.11
oooo ooo ooo ooo ooo ooo ooo
oooao 1,523 1,025 1,582 2,025 1,490 2,860
0 0 00O bblsO
oooao 2,000 4,200 8,000 ? ? ?
00 00IbsO
$ $ $ $ $ $

ooo 80,058.80 75,870.11 108,176.54 74,657.85 42,126.93 63,959.58
ooooooo 78,902.34 72,902.57 98,355.26 69,541.04 39,879.81 60,973.70
ooooo 1,156.46 2,967.54 9,821.28 5,116.81 2,247.12 2,985.88
ooo 80,058.80 75,870.11 108,176.54 74,657.85 42,126.93 63,959.58
ooooo 27,466.68 11,843.57 15,295,99 15,606.94 6,871.46 22,276.30
ooooo 52,592.12 64,026.54 92,880.55 69,427.58 41,333.48 41,683.28
ooooo 32,801.31 42 587.54 61,645.65 45,451.31 29,676.07 29,592.92
ooooo 19,790.81 21,439.00 31,234.90 23,976.27 11,657.41 12,090.36
ooooo 0 0 0 [J10,376.67 06,078.01 0
oooooo 43,230.83 17,871.74 25,754.87 32,322.59 22,034.75 20,472.30
ooooo 28,186.33 8,148.69 7,848.65 20,492.71 9,234.62 8,899.96
oooo 15,044.50 9,723.05 17,906.22 11,829.88 12.800.13 11,572.34

Source: Journal of account records for all whaling voyages of bark Matilda Sears kept by the agent W. Potter.

manuscript.

The data were assembled by the author.

oooOooos3goooso17800, 04000
52,931 00, 0500056449 00, 060
goe3el5000000000DOO0OODOOO
800 0000000000000, 187000
gogooboobobooooooobooboobobo
g1seodooo3oooooooooo, 0o
o0o0oo0Os0000 1873000000000
gooooooooooooooboooooo
gooooooooooooooooobooo eg
gobobobooooobooboboonnoog oo
goooboobobooooooobooboobobo
U, gboboooboooboooobobobobo
00000000000 HohmanO 19280 0 O
gogoo, booooooooboooboobobo
gboooboobo, cobooobobobobo

gboooooooboobobobooobooobogon
gooooooobo

oooooos8sgooedno 2o, oOO
gboooooooboobobobooobooobogon
gboooooooooboboboobooobogoo
gboooboooboobobooboboooobo
185000 00000000DO0ODODOOOOOn
oog, oob189000noonpoooon
O00O0o0o0oooooooOon 1861-18650 0
ooddooooooooooooooooo
oobooon boobboooboobobooo
oboboooboooboboono boboooboooo
gboooooooboobobobooobooobogon
oooobooob sy oboboboooooooo
80 OOoOoooooooooooooon,



09o0000000000000001870.8.23-1874.7.20000

Table 90 Crew list of whaling voyage undertaken by bark John
Carver of New Bedford, 1870. 8. 23-1874. 7. 2.

goo oono goo oo oo oo oo
name places of birth places of residence citizens age complexion note
Howland, H. D. U.S. A light oo
Hammond, G. F, O 38 O 10000
Chadwick, J. H.  Nantucketdd MSO Nantucket(] MSOI O 28 dark 200
Baplista, M. J. Western Isld] Pol New Bedford] MSO Portugal 33 0 300
Salisbury, R. O England 38 light 400
Silva, C. Western Isls. O Portugal 33 0
Oliveira, A. A. O O O 30 0
Ray, C. M. Nantucket Nantucket U.S. A 19 O
Raymond, H. C. O O O 17 O
Hosward, C. New Bedford O 32 0
Williams, M. Wales EO England 21 0
Vinson, F. Western Isls. New Bedford Portugal 21 0
Silvey, J. S. O Edgartown MSO O 32 dark oood
Firecia, A. 0 New Bedford O 24 O
Verd , J. ] ] O 25 0
Mattor, J. A. ] ] O 23 0
Joseph, J. O O O 20 O
Leuis, A. 0 O O 17 O
Fransis, M. O 0 O 18 0
Sylvia, M. O O O 19 O
Marion, J . O 0 O 22 0
Saloa, M. J. Lisbon[ Pold ] O 32 0
Wood, F. Limal Peld ] Peru 24 0
Homer, H. St. Helenall EOJ O England 25 black
Anderson, R. ] ] O 21 O
Henderson, C. Warren( RIO Warrenl RIO U.S. A 21 light
Peabody, J. H O 21 O
Ellis, C. A. 0 21 0
Anderson, J. O 24 O
Antone, S. St. Visaw SO New Bedford Spain 30 mulatto
Orellana, T. M. 0 O O 28 O

Sourcel] Shipping paper for a whaling voyage of John Carver. manuscript.
The data were assembled by the author.
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