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Areal Classification Based on the Number of Trekkers in

the Ushiro-Tateyama Range, Northern Japanese Alps
Yoshinao MATSUMOTOQ", Takayuki OGATA"" and Hiroshi UCHIKAWA""C

Abstract

O O The Northern Japanese Alpsl] Chubusangaku National Park[Ohas experienced a dramatic
increase in the number of visitors since the boom referred to as’ the Japanese hundred moun-
tains”. The Ushiro-Tateyama Range, located in the northernmost area of the Japanese Alps,
provides various alpine landscapes such as cirques, asymmetrical ridges, patterned ground, pe-
rennial snow patches and alpine plant communities. Data from 6922 trekkers indicate that the
distribution of mountain huts and accessibility to trails control their trekking courses, and that
the trekkers concentrate in three mountain areas: Shirouma-mountain area, Goryu-mountain
area and Kashima-mountain area. These areas are divided by a landform called kiretto, where a
col with steep rockwalls lies along a main ridge, operating as a natural obstacle. Such a concen-

tration suggests that human impacts on mountain geoecosystem occur locally, but intensively.
Key words[] mountain, national park, trekkers, mountain huts, Japanese Alps,’ the Japanese
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Fig. 20 Spatial movement of trekkers from Tsugaike-
Kogen.
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Fig. 30 Spatial movement of trekkers from Sarukura.
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Fig. 40 Landscape in the Shirouma glaciated valley. Perennial snow re-
quires adequate techniques of trekkers, but attracts many visitors.
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Fig. 500 Spatial movement of trekkers from Happo.

gooooboooo, oooboboboobo

gobooooboobobooboboooboonbo

gbooboobooooo, boboboboobo
gooooboo2roo70000, ODO 150
o4000000, 12003000000000
goao
ooo0o0o0ooO0oDbOo0ooOooOoDOobooso0O
guBgbooooobooboooobooooDoo
goooooooooooooooooo, o
0044 0011000000DCOCOOO, 200
os500000, 100030000000, 60
o2000000000000000000O

1285
L

Oed0O00O0OO0OOOOOCOOOOGOOO

Fig. 60 Spatial movement of trekkers from Kamishiro.
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Fig. 70 Spatial movement of trekkers from
Otanihara.
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Fig. 80 Spatial movement of trekkers from Ougisawa.
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Fig. 90 Spatial movement of trekkers from Nanakura.
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