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The Aircraft Noise Problem in the Area around Yokota Air Force Base
Tomokazu ARAI”

Abstract

0 0O In Japan, several American air force bases have raised the problem of aircraft noise pollu-
tion. This paper considers how municipalities around American air force bases have dealt with
this problem. The study clarifies the relationship between aircraft noise pollution and compen-
sation received in the municipalities around Yokota Air Force Base, an American air force base
located near Tokyo, and the political actions taken by the municipalities against such pollution.
0 O Yokota Air Force Base was established in 1945. The functions of this base had expanded by
the 1960s, so aircraft noise pollution intensified. Only Akishima City Council adopted many res-
olutions against aircraft noise. Aircraft noise pollution was not eliminated. Some inhabitants of
Akishima City went to court to require the United States of America not to fly at night.

0 O The aircraft noise pollution intensified in Akishima City and Mizuho Town, which are locat-
ed in the area where the runway of the base was extended. The national government has grant-
ed the municipalities subsidies as compensation for aircraft noise pollution. Fussa City,
Musashi-Murayama City, and Mizuho Town have received large national subsidies. These mu-
nicipalities did not adopt many resolutions against aircraft noise.

0 O The national government has increased the subsidies since 1974 in exchange for the consoli-
dation of American air force bases in the Kanto Region into Yokota Air Force Base. The public fi-
nances of Akishima City have depended on subsidies because of urbanization.

0 O The compensation provided by the national government has been based on territoriality, al-
though the pollution is unterritoriality. The political actions of the municipalities around the
base have been segmented so aircraft noise pollution has not been eliminated.

Key words[ Yokota Air Force Base, aircraft noise, national subsidy, municipalities, Akishima
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Fig. 10 Study area.
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Table 10 Population and area of the municipalities around Yokota Air Force Base.

R D000 | 000000 | 00000 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 0o
0 km?0 0 km’(] ooo - 02000000000

ooo 10.2 3.32 32.4 46.5 61,427
ooo 16.8 2.10 125 29.4 32,892
0oooo 15.4 0.99 6.4 13.9 66,052
ooo 9.9 0.42 42 5.8 56,013
ooo 24.4 0.29 1.2 41 164,709
ooo 17.3 0.02 0.1 0.3 106,532

O 94.0 7.14 7.6 100.0 487,625
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Fig. 20 Change of yearly average WECPNL.
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Fig. 3 National subsidy related to Yokota Air Force
Base.
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