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Vandalism on TRITON buoy system

ShinyaKAKUTA*? Masayuki YAMAGUCHI** Atsuo ITO*?
YasuhisaISHIHARA** Akemi YONEZAWA** Shozo TASHIRO*®

TRITON buoy system consists of unmanned mooring system in the ocean. In some areas where the buoys are
moored, observational instruments are detached and stolen. Such destructive acts are called Vandalism. Japan Marine
Science and Technology Center (JAMSTEC) tries to prevent Vandalism, of course. Since the cycle of deployment and
recovery of each buoy is about one year, only once a year prevention can be tested. So far, the following prevention
was proved to be remarkably effective; (1) Change of towers in material from alminium to stainless, (2) Change of
antennas in shape from awhip to adisk.
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Fig. 3 El Nind Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
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Photo 1 Aluminum tower broken by Vandalism. 16 aluminum towers
were damaged.
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Photo 2 Robbery of whip antennas and meteorological sensors. 8
whip antennas were stolen.
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Photo 3 Robbery of electric case in main buoy.
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Photo 5 Stainless tower and sign board appealing the usefulness
of buoy.
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