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Land Use and the Environment in Central and Eastern Jilin Province
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ABSTRACT

The central and eastern part of Jilin Province is an important agricultural and forestry
base in China. The region is generally mountainous and hilly, but the plains, basins
and moderate slopes are highly utilised for agriculture. The region's forestry resources
are also important for the country that has only limited coverage of forest. The
region is bounded by Russia and North Korea and is close to the Ocean of Japan.
This unique location provides the region with a potential of considerable development
as an international trade and industrial centre, despite the failure of the once-eminent
"Tomanjan Development Plan". It is therefore important to grasp the state,
mechanisms and effects of land use changes in order to enhance sustainable
development of the region. Furthermore, the region is considered as an ideal site
for the study of the relationships between land use changes and various environmental
conditions, not only for its importance in agriculture and forestry, but also for its
diversity in physical and social environments. This study discusses such relationships
as well as the basic geographic and socio-economic features based on a field survey
in 1999 and the study of related literature and statistics.
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