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Abstract

U O Agricultural land use occupies about 13% of the land area of Japan and supplies
about one-third of its food demand, though it has been decreasing for some decades. It is
an important type of land use not only because it produces food and other agricultural
commodities, but also because it is closely related with human environment, rural
communities and cultures. Moreover, agricultural land use in Japan is an international
concern, as Japan is the largest food importer in the world, influencing agriculture,
economy, environment and people's lives in many countries. In global context, the change
of agricultural land use has been a main theme of LUCC, or International Land Use/Cover
Change Programme. China-Japan Comparative Study of Land Use/Cover Changes
(CJLUC, 2001-2005), which has been sponsored by JSPS, aims at contributing to LUCC
by improving our understanding in land-use/cover changes in Japan and China. The
present study deals with agricultural land-use change in Niigata Prefecture since 1970 as a
case study of CJLUC. It is intended to demonstrate a model of local LUCC study that
leads to regional-to-national level understanding of land-use change. It first views
agricultural land use in Niigata Prefecture in national context mainly based on agricultural
statistics, then examines internal structure and characteristics of agricultural land use
within Niigata Prefecture based on statistics, local governments' reports, literature and
field surveys. The importance of multi-scale approaches to land-use change and regional

typology in LUCC context is emphasized.
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