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QUALITY ASSURANCE SYSTEMS IN RADIOTHERAPY
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Abstract: The ICRU, Inter-Society Council for Radiation Oncology (USA), and ESTRO have
for many years had a great interest in quality assurance. The Committee for Quality Assurance of
JASTRO published a “Guidelines for QA Systems in External Radiotherapy” in 1997. In this
Paper, we review the various components of quality assurance based on the Guidelines. The role
of QA committees in hospitals are reviewed, stressing its interdisciplinary nature relative to
medical physicists, radiation oncologist, and radiation oncology technologists. Implementations
of QA systems are reviewed for inventory of the existing protocols, quality audit procedures,
detection of weaknesses in systems for continuous quality improvement, and clinical aspects.
The latter increases efficiency and improves the quality of care for patients. The
recommendations in this paper rely on reports by the AAPM and ACR, and discussions by the

Committee for Quality Assurance of the JASTRO.
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Fig. 2 Typical organization of QA committee.
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Radiation Therapy™'®.

A, #i#E (structure)
1. &8
2. FuslsLh
(1) BEHE S 75 L
2 BEKE 0SS A
B3 HEE w35 L
(4) FERREEEE
(5) BBEE
(6) A& (BRRRE, EfRZH)
B. ®&# At (process)
1. Fxv2DAE (Fzv7YRAD)
2. QAZRED T ASR
3. BxOEMOMEME SR
4. Zoffs
M FEAZ77L R
(2) BMEHEF v
(3) HL7EE
4) BHERA > 7 7L > X
C. HBEZER (outcome)

BRBQAT O/ 5 A TIE, FBDIZHA TS
LN % 65T, BEREDOIZLELREE,
BETE, BRENE, WHEMROFME, KA
BRFEOFMB L ERERBORBRIELRET
B, ZZTHERMROEEIC BT 52RO A
2 713ICOG {(Japan Clinical Oncology Group) ¢El
ERYI ey —HBEL-bDTH S, T/
WHEBEEBOBBRIEO X 3 7IERTOG,
EORTC D ARG BT 5 Wl UG ) 2 # e
DAAT Y AT A (LENTAITHE) @, Wby
HSOMAR r — Wil L7-, 38k B L U
WHEORBIEE LRBAHELTA FT M i
5o THRE Y 4.
3.QA707 5 LDOET

QAT O 7T LDETFIX, WWIZR SO 7S A
WEDLNIATAEBIEIZETL, BHELEL,
FNEFMT AL THD, FHE L RILEH
VAT LIZTA= NNy 7 8¥L5ZERBEA
A, QAT 7 LEROYBIZETALED D

%9, QAIEE), & IZEAKEDERETIZIQAT
07 LBEPEHBOQATRE OEE LRI
LNIBTEEAERL BTN RS RV,

2B, QAEHZo L oo Mit, BT
[EE4F | ik o> TIThbNA.

QATOI S LDOERTICHITDEBESR TG

QATFRBIDERIZBWTIL, fERL/QATT ¥

FANBHEIIETTELDNE V) LD EELM
EThs, HELERTL2HEN, BELENH%
boTLTEERNTRE 7O A2 ERLT
LEHITEDDINLTHAE. BEEL~Y=2T I
PN —VEBBIIRLOTADIIQAREDOB
Tl v, FEBIC, fERLAQAT O Z T 4 Ak
 BHBHNOQATH O R L LTEZ SHEE
LWBELIE, COLI BT —ANENTHE.
7272 LQATEEND, BHERICEHW TV AT AT LD
BOWE - MEBEFHBOELTWALLE, QAT 1T
G LR FDREIIBL I EidH T TLHSEY
BETHLLVIFRIZLTCTREELE R, QA
O T LADETICELTE, THEENLEO%
H-FHEES &tk b, THDF OB
V) BBENZENOEBANTHILE, 20710
TIhE9 FLEMTEN, PHESHARES LY
HIENUETH LY, (ERENITEST LN
FNEHOPIEBRARENEERTHLDTH-
B, QARBIIEEE L ILLTLEY. &
DL LHREL, QAFEHEAMYIZEI Y RT
WEEZILN, A% v TDQAEBRDWIRIZOR
B rhREVvDT, LellbH0) bIE
2F-TIQARESHETTUS I LORKEL
EIT) L ERFLTBALEEIZSHSSH. LrLh
Hh, REQAEENL, YUy s L%, HAES
RYVATLADEDFHH LNV EBEL TEE
WX DR SN H A FI 4 vtk un T &k
THEK - EATL, EEEZZUTARFS AT LILTY
A= FRy 2 LTWwLLEDTHY, FBRILHE
RERLL)ETLEBDPEETHA.

—7F, BEEETIEE, A5 v 7 LT,
WO ERITDE#EI 2B N2 ERT S, E
WAy v 7, FICEMIE, ABBIUEREEND
FRED S DITEET A HIBICET 2 FFOEMR &



AT HIEIRDQA

LT, EFEITACBIIARELBEREZROLN
Twa. BOBVQAT YT AL, TOREKE
2L TAYICBRET S DOTREZVY, RETE
EVHESICEZONKEERLARIIHRL T
Y, QAIEENICHTALIEMKEIRI S EE
Whdh 5. ABOEIIQAFHOBNZ 5 IlH
WML, BETLINEBFOEELAAMESES
LEDI, QAZBEANZFOEBLFLLVIE
BEEBLZENEEELAS). QATI S T 4,
FThbbvZaTFl, Fzv VAN V—Ib-
HE A M - EFTHI L, BEACIE TAM
DBEEMELEWLET V] Thhv,

QAEHZND L DI, RLTEHOENLDT
B, REMERORZEETODDQAIEH
3, BEDPLHA, EREFIIELIITICESE

LTWwWabODIDTHAH. BRI LY

IZFDO—BPRMESIND Z ENEVDT, — kA
WHRL TR LADZVIOTIE v, BEHRE
BICQAYE AT A IZH - VS HOEZEE
12T AL V) ERT, FREORFITIATLIC
THEEDEYEH L, Lk, X%
BEIIENLILREID D,

189

BXDOMEHE AR RS Y TDY /D =D&

HAEICBV THREHBEEOQANREL TV
WERE LT, ABWEE (vv237—-) OFE
HLITLIESHITHN D, Table 218, MEHRIEEIC
BRT 2 BEORRIC OV THREEZ T o723
DTHaH, EOLIAINEHEMICEARED,
FTRTOEFEFERMICARL T B EEEWY
NHEWL DS 5.

a). HAODOERM (FEHRE) A4 OFER
&, RED#2/3TH5.
7L, EBIEYS ) OEMEIZIZIZE LV,
HADM (BEHRE) IAL-) OFER
i, kE XY DbIPIILRVEETHE. 12
72U, HADHMAS, KEN BT LM, &
FE+, BEHELOEBDOIZLALTN
T ZH-EHr2BRVEREZET S
L, WIZIRRIEKE L D LT LR
A, 2512, HRIZBITAEBEIRYSYD
Figu, KEOHESFTHS.
W47, W LEBNL) ORBRIEXK
EAEBEIIC SV, RN ) OF B

b).

c).

Table 2. Resources in radiation therapy stuff in Japan and US.

B% (19895) *@ (1990)

EMAH (HERN) 530 2,335

RN (WERRN) 879 5,353
MEMER (R M 7,1676 492,120
HEBMMERN 625 2,397

it bt 9] 503 1,321

E -1 v 141 143 373
FEN/EER 115 205

-1 - 135 211
e/ BN 82 92 (65)
ERNEER 0. 85 0. 97
11 Vg & 1. 4 2.2 (3.1)

NHEHEOF-F3. XK 18)2 88, REXRTOWERAMITIO.IERLL

bOELE.

QX@EDFT~S12, XM 10)E$H.
DKED ) ADT—F i3, B+ ELMRT+MRHENLTTHELLbLD,



190 FRH Hi

i, HRBREOEGFDLTFTTHE, hb%
QACHETITITED X ) IZEBRT 5038
LWEL S5, iGEICS T bR e
Y E (ThiICEEEHE LR HRETEL
DERLEZEND) HEHTHLH LIIHE
Wiy, AT, HIEMEEDAY v T
B4 DE#HREFEOM EARKD LA TV B &
ZERABDLELTHA.
=77, RENZ BV TR GEEEOENE
FHLPIZEV., THAhLEBLHEAEL TV L
£, BHECEIRFHREEEERBL TVWAUE, =
NODOYHEFEEX 7 VIZEBSE TV EH2EH
b, QAOLAXNVDEVIIEBENTVE DL
HHENE, W, BEELVWLVATLORE
BRIUE R - ThH, FRODQAIILEL LS
BRII2EL D WSS wTHA Y, BE
DQANENIE, BENE - BOFEL 2B &
THL, TOEMICLER HLEEZLND.
BT EREROEM L OV ES IHFEL O
PHLIEMINTVED, —EDQALNLE LY
PHEVERTRFTL DI LELI L EED
No, 72720, ThoRERT L0021, st
WIERBBREOENORTEIRTETH Y, {5
POWTOITEDIN Yy 7T THREARTH S .

MEHARQAD I b - "R T 1Y b

ZITwITRMER, QAR ERTAICEL
THRAELULEBICET L ALE, QCV—LEBA
B, REFREZ EONRER L L ICETLER
L3N, Z20HMA*FONITHETETH S,

—5, NAT 4y ML, BIAREXEELHIL
L, $LREFRICL > THLREBELQAILL
STERLE LI st BFET 22 L(C
AN, TNERICEEETHE, Eionb
bOE LT, YATLABREILL BN ERSER
WEIAHERESV S, L ItHRER AR
5L EXOBERIDEEFREEICREY, LaL, &
BCEORIILLEMIIL L, PYMLEE
BORBOIIRETH L. HuTw2iE, EMix
W LEEBEBREATIIA T 5 BE SRR O ERE A
NAT7 4y PEEDOHERL LRV BLIL Lk w
P, L EHICEERATNESOREN W

LIFEEMRIALIEL, BEIEo CIXEEEEL
DHIEBPITKREVLS Lk,

QADEEICHITDHEES

QAILBI & ZDWEN, TR & N7z S IGE
MOTTTF ML 28005 EEY) THY, =
DTAT T LAHWHEANER SN TEHDERIC
B THLPEHE - FETL2LENHSH. QA
DEMEEDIZFDTOTT A, ERilkE 2 &1z
WAWALRHEPRETLTHAS. FEHLLT
i, TNOLORF7T ANV EERT AL E
O, ZOr—ATEIHERITE LRV LA
TLv., ERICAECTHEZEEICIT> T, AL
RREEZTHLTBLZERIARYTHE. 22T
BB (Quality Audit) IXFEHRIAERCEE
BEREDOGVAMIZL > TEHEENE<EYT,
QAZEROB N #B 42 61T) . HHRoBRAC
Lo TIThh ANEREER L, Hakil & OHE ik
L BNBERYH S (Fig. 3). QAEARKRD
BUERIZIE T LIZQARHERIZL ) b Y 5N
BEREToT, MEOCT7 7 AVEBZIILTIR
TLADRBELEZITH. S564, BARIMET LI
NEHEEEZITH)ZENETNS,

NEEZIIOWTIE, KEOBITIE, BEmEgs
DEHEHEASACR (American College of Radiology)
WKERITONTEBY, MENOFEEEOEME
QATB 7 Z 4, EfiRiEzHEL, LLoAED
AHEIOFLER L E A SR L TERET S, BoBswy
MEBEE D TbNI S, ACRIBEG SH7-EEIEY
FIZLY, BIIE, BYLBOBZEI LT 2B
ETHENICEEL TV, FAEIIZIOHIE
RLTELICHEBAT A LIZE L 2B D5, G
BUNDOBEBER OB L 2 BB 2 EEB (T4
L, {7 CHORMSHRIERSE TR L,
FTOXHEIEEBOBELREET S L0 ekl
EZRELR S B,

HNEEEDILFE R ERIZIE, W{DohDiE%
TART B LENH L. BIKTUEER L~ TOH
MEELBIRT 5. WL, M
DEEXEEPMA RO —EHBI T EL RO
BEMEZIT-> T, MAROMEEE DD FAHI
NT®H5ZEEHEAL, e THEOHEHEIZL



ARG DQA 191

BUREF v 7 HRETHDHI LR RATLHRA
FETTTH L, PEMICIE, ERAREEEL
YL AHMEFIORE D Z ONEREE O]
ERBENLD . THIEHSERICHED LN T,
RETREEI4HFROHIK £ v & — THEFT O
EL L CEHNBAELIT->TH Y, EH4008%
B2 HEERROFAES Y, BFETRSE
FHLQAEHFHE VLA, TLDEF 4 &% 8%
BIEIZLoT, HEKEOKELXENZ -E
BEICAT ) 2 CHBAERFTEA TS, TH L
BEETIRL D EEMERE CORER IR
YL, SRR ABROEER, B4 LR CHE
AR LBEILoTEELRILTH D, BIRM
12iE, FRSHERE, EEESAFEOFERE
FUHABESE TITAN TV A ERERATIIEEL
—H R A9, EEOERREL Y SME St
AGIERIERRDIRERD TARIZE D, 05 DR
BoEaGdr g, #iLo2dh5. I, &
WEEx CHDQAT T 77 LADVERR L ERIEF S D
LRI G, B, BEEEEPERL TV
b EEREGHOERER 2 e hl s Lz, whb
WAL (Inspection) b, NEKKEHRIGEDIRN
CORADDEFHENSS, i, &% T

BYICED/QAT U I AR ERIZERKL T
LhELEMIDDEZEZLNL D). HNEEZ
FOQATO T ADFEMELEICEDLLLD L
LT, COEZLEPHFICRENIbDEEZ
Bhb,

bWl

FAEDER L XVITRCREA I —REDZF N
WKL TWwa e, BRERDE (IEEXTRA.
L L, BROERMER, ZPELHNE KD
PRABEROEELHMIZL ) ED L) TH
L. WEHHRERICELT, B0 RkO 55
KLV, & R ) BV LT
EE DTN,
BOKFRETIE, DRI A REHBGE 2 i
173 B4k < D ICRERBAICEY A, Ihid
BEEBI & LDoDH B, RTOGOTIE, HiHRBHE
OERRIVEENCEL T [4H T, BEHRIGER
EDHS0 BITBIEE N THREBEI QLR 62V
ERRTWA, BAET, ThdHREHRERIC
BHER A BIRT A 201203, BUHEEHEDE A
T TIEBWT, QARMIL, BHREDEERED
ERPTHRETH D EVERSNL, RGHRIGHE

U
—— EHAN
—  BHEREHR Y

R i e )

| cazme |

| S by

EUT VT DEE N

Fig. 3 Typical example of quality audit system.



192 HRH M f

DQAZTAT v /DR ELREAN, BREELEDIZ
HOOLNTEL, REKOZOLOETIE, BHO

IALL HEEDRENSREINTEY, 10 %L
LOBEOMBVAE LB EICIIRETLES
ERIT TS, FHATET S REHREE IS ER
FAAPHIMLTEY, FOEHOEKEREWA
HPRELL20d 5.

WOPENC BT B ERRN I, OB FH
DENzFHLHON S, BE~NOHHEKXBOIE
TeEETLH00OEMLTEL, BLAVIER
2 [HHLERMOHET RE) O&HEM] AREIC
SNLEEIC DI LEESIEEENS. BRI,
EEROBCANLTOF 2 v 2R LL ) DD
Y, BOLFHO-DOBRIPEFSIERT S
HEABINCIEH B L) TH D, T, WEHE
ERICEAEESHEE S REDEH» %
RA L, BMBREELFIEHRERACE
éﬂfwé T, WEHREEFE TId R,

NPl i B 2 GV LT )z S (AR NOR W)
6W(Mﬁﬁﬁifu§ﬁ%f%b6n%:tﬁ
BhHoA, WTFEEREEIIBITAiGEEE LT
DNBIITIRDOONDLDOTIEH S T,

ABRHAOHEZHD, XWMHICMAT
JASTRO QAZE &0 & EH, KINEBERRL®
KRB LOERLSE ST THEHW, F-30H
16)DBIIZINZ T, JASTROF— ¥ N—ARHES
DoV OHDBIFITHEREZRME L THEW S
EEREL, B@oELRT S,

X W

1) BABSHRIER FRQATES | SR M ik %
BITAQAVAF L - WA F¥F 4. HAERKE
WIEZFR, 1997.

ICRU Report 50: Prescribing, recording, and reporting

photon beam therapy. International Commission for

Radiation Units and Measurements, Geneva, 1993.

3) HAMSHERF SMEREZE S | SR
BEREBORTER TS T 4, P’ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%
#, ®x, 1992,

4) Kutcher, G.J., Coia, L., Gillin, M., er al.:
Comprehensive QA for radiation oncology: Report of
AAPM Radiation Therapy Committee Task Group 40.
Med. Phys. 21: 581-618, 1994. ; IL)II#, 1REEM,
H ERZERR IS BREFRICBIT2HEHQA:
AAPMIHT G R ETH R REE (TG40), MR

2

~

HEMERESR, 199%.

5) EIZIKIE%H%‘%%‘ WS RRE AR
H2hR) &R AR, 1995.

6) AAPM: Physical Aspects of Quality Assurance in
Radiation Therapy. AAPM Report Series No.13, AIP
Inc. New York, 1984,

7) FRH MBS #1231 A Quality Assurance
(QA), FSHRIZFHHL 16: 18-22, 1996.

B MHET B KA HEEOQAD L E MY,
INNERVISION 12: 78-80, 1997,

9) ZEE=, MIIEY | ST NRSHRGERZOE
EARAAER. AMIESEE 7 251-261, 1995

10) IENT . WEHEHEE D quality assurance — K E D

Patterns of Care StudylZ 2\ C—. BEA S 38:

901-905, 1993.

Kutcher, G,I., Purdy, J.A.: Comprehensive Quality

Assurance. Medical Physics Monograph No.19

Advances in Radiation Oncology Physics, Ed. Purdy

LA., AAPM, 1990, pp224-257.

12) #AME= 1 SHEBREHR R ERE D
B3 5 1-9, 1993

13) fEHE R, BILS -, R, ﬁi{%ﬁ‘&ié‘ﬁ
BLUREREOEEE. KEHRZEICEI A
TEE, WMETRE, bR, Efﬁﬂ%ﬁ
1997, pp151-234.

14) Tobinai, K., Kohno, A., Shimada, Y., et al.: Jpn. J.
Clin. Oncol. 23: 250-257, 1993.

15) Inter-Society Council for Radiation Oncology:
Radiation Oncology in Integrated Cancer
Management, American College of Radiology, 1991.

16) Leer, JW.H., Corver, R., Kraus, JJAM,, et al.: A
quality assurance system based on ISO standards:

experience in a radiotherapy department.
Radiotherapy and Oncol. 35: 75-81,1995.

17) EEE i RATELEE L. TNy s

AB-1019, ###HL. 1994,

JASTRO?“ yN—AEHE i‘l?ﬁz%ﬁ%m#ﬂﬁ

RO1995EE B ERERR, HMEREE 9

231-252, 1997.

19) EHEAMEENEL v 57— - REHEERENE
& RENHREREEY C y —EHEIRE. BEKS
&, 57:639-643, 1997.

20) Watkins-Bruner, D.: RTOG’s first quality of life
study. Int. J. Radiat. Oncol. Biol. Phys. 33: 901-903,
1995.

21) /NEFCRER, BIRIEM, &R @Eusn s
BEZEFTHEINDG - —REEENOBEICILE
NDERE. HEFE AT 1 HIVNo.356 (7THS): 57-65.
1997.

ARAFTERL A O B G VUG R & T - - o it
HMEBECBELELLAIEIIONT, HYE

(kaT

It

~—

i HRAE. B

18

~

22

~

MOZHEEOBRIED L NAHB, FEIREH
1566":7 59-67, 1995.
23) &H B REHFTHFE-THRARAETT



REHRRIEEDQA 193

ERHE, #o - BRARNOBERER—, BEAT
1 7 W No.353 (43 5): 55-57, 1997.

BE ! ICRU, ICROE & UESTROFHLLE & - T, 108EEIZH72 Y, REHRIEERO TR (QA) Y A7
LDFETIZBOTEY, BMABENEERRTIILZICALIDQAT A FLPBAENTE ., RPFETY
HBABSHRERFEQAZE S (KINEEEZERR) 1240, [HMERBEHRIERIZ BT 5 Quality Assurance (QA)
VAFLATARTA Y (R)] AEE SN, TRIZEEDTWT, BHSHEBERETQAY AT L¥RAIC
BAENLEIEEE-TWE, FOBSIIRBP 87— EDSBEL 255, WMESEHOQAICET
LEMEMNAIONEIERH-T, FOBBEFIR L. BoKEE & RAEOSHLAEBARH TR S %
ZRO—OUEZEHHTOMSOEELSH L. LiL, BPEOSERIHEIEHO LNUAH N & 2 EE
FTHhIE, QA AT LOEBANHEL LN L v, [{S2OITEDNy 27 v TRRDOD, WHERE
BTOLATLDOBELHEIND I ENET L\,




