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HISTORY OF RADIATION ONCOLOGY IN JAPAN
—THE DAWN, FOUNDATION OF JAPANESE SOCIETY FOR THERAPEUTIC
RADIOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY, AND OPENING OF THE INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS OF RADIATION ONCOLOGY—

Mitsuyuki ABE

Abstract: Soon after the news of Rontgen’s X-ray discovery reached Japan, X-ray production
was also succeeded in our country. It was only four months after the X-ray discovery. The first
kilovolt X-ray radiotherapy equipment was made by Shimadzu Co. in 1922 which was installed
at Kyushu University. Since that time radiotherapy has greatly been developed which
necessitates the creation of the society for radiotherapy in Japan. After enormous and long
lasting efforts of many radiotherapists, the Japanese Society for Therapeutic Radiology and
Oncology was founded in 1988 as a separate organization from the Japan Radiology Society to
promote research on radiation oncology in all its aspects. The membership was initially 560 but
reached 1373 in 1997. Since JASTRO was founded, it has cooperated with International Society
for Radiation Oncology and International Congress of Radiation Oncology was held in Kyoto in
1993 under the leadership of JASTRO. The number of participants was 1474 from 52 countries.
It was the first independent and successful world scientific assembly in radiation oncology.
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