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A Study of* Wakefield”
—The Shadow of Nathaniel Hawthorne in Wakefield—

Hiroshi Noro'

The main protagonist Mr. Wakefield absented himself from his home for twenty years, with the
eccentric behavior of observing his wife from the next street. Most readers are apt to interpret this work as
akind of amoral story of the middle-aged gentleman Wakefield, who enjoys peeping on his wife for such
along time.

On a superficial level, it may be true; however, the moral reading cannot reveal the depth of the story.
In order to find out the true identity of Wakefield, this story needs to be analyzed in relation to the angst of
the author of the story Nathaniel Hawthorne.

The most crucial problem of Wakefield is that he isolates himself into a special place where he does
not share the joys or sorrows of theworld. From this place he has the privilege of looking at his wife, but
this is possible by making sure that he is not observed at all by his wife. This kind of scrutiny does not
produce any human communication, only making the partner an object of his observation.

This unique problematic obsession is very similar to Nathaniel Hawthorne's own pain. He has aready
had long years of isolating experience and suffered from the fate of not sharing the joys and sorrows of the
world. He was afraid that this was probably an inherited blood disorder carried through from his sinful
ancestors and this involved the judgment of the witches, but as a storywriter Nathaniel Hawthorne knew
well that he could not abandon his fateful habit of this observing behavior.

Therefore, this story is a reflection of Nathaniel Hawthorne's unavoidable experience and decision of
living as a storywriter. In this sense, Wakefield can be said to be Nathaniel Hawthorne's self-image
observed by Nathaniel Hawthorne himself. Wakefield is an important origina character type, who can
possibly become a hint for interpreting other works by Nathaniel Hawthorne.
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