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Understanding the Concept of Japanese Tense and Aspect in the Early Childhood:
A Primary Observation of Three-year-old Children

Kaori Tajima 2

Abstract: This study will observe the acquisition of tense and aspect in the three-year-old
Japanese children. Through interactions with parents or relatives or any surroundings,
children acquire the ability of their language and communication. However, they often use
their language ungrammatically. From our data, children sometimes confuse the concept of
tense and aspect. They can use the present tense perfectly, however, they sometimes misuse
the future and the past tense. We found that it is because the ambiguity of Japanese
expressions of tense and aspect. We also found that gestures or any clues performed by
children are very useful to understand what they want to say truthfully.
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The tenses referred to so far have all

related the time of the situation
described to the present moment.
As the general definition of aspect, we
may take the formulation that ‘aspects
are different ways of viewing the
internal temporal constituency of a
situation’. (1976: pp2-3)
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