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A Cognitive Approach to Idiom Learning II

Hirotoshi Yagihashi®

Yagihashi (2006) discusses the processes through which idiomatic expressions are generated
and proposes that tracking the motivations and bridging the gap between the literal and
figurative meanings through imaging are useful as clues for memorizing and recalling idioms.
This is effective in learning all types of V-+NP idioms. The purpose of this paper is to prove

how convincing this approach is also with regard to one-shot idioms, which are not

adequately dealt with in Yagihashi (2006).
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ANGER IS FIRE

(1) After the row, he was spitting fire.
(2) Smoke was coming out of his ears.
(3) He is smoldering with anger.

(4) Boy, am I burned up!

LOVE IS FIRE

(5) The fire between them finally went out.
(6) 1 am burning with love.

(7) She carries a torch for him.

(8) The flames are gone from our relationship.
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button one’s lips
be as close as an oyster
keep it under your hat
hold one’s tongue
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spill the beans
let the cat out of the bag

come out of the closet
TADRIZ TN THINE
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