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Japanese expressions which are difficult to be translated into English
Noriko Kato "

The main purpose of this paper is, at first, to clarify the factors of difficulty of
translating Japanese into English, secondly, to contribute to better English conversation and
writing for Japanese students by the clarification. By comparing Japanese formulas with
English ones, the two factors of difficulty of translation are the presence or absence of
subjects and honorifics. We maintain these factors are triggered by the difference of the
ways of thinking between Japanese and English, on the basis of Ide (1998) and Suzuki(1975).

As a conclusion, basic Japanese way of thinking is symbolized as “Yuugou-izon-gata,” on the

other hand, English one, as “Jita-dokuritsu-gata.” These patterns cause the difficulty of

translation, so students have to learn these different ways of thinking in English class.

1. IXICHIT

1.1. B - R

ARETIE, FERLICK WAARGERIBL L TOWRE
P L, ZOERO LIZL SE, —IciK LT
WDDMNEZEEIED, KD A L— XA FERRA
X EEEO, WEHEOR D LTHERREERD
I THERENTH D,

RRiZ, LT ORISR BN D & 5 70, AARGEME:
DY - RF Y AL, TR LFOER DL TH
59

[(DFELRTTN - - - |

“I brought you a little gift.”
MHZHRT DL LRROL RN, ZDLH7%
HORZ B IZ BN D O EEL < X, HFEIC
MHERL =2 T VAL R ST LI, FERROEE
LENEZ D,

DX D IRHIR LT W H AR O R &
B BlERT, ThZENORILO H LR EE LT
RZTL D, B0 ERO Lic &, flZ2iF,
ARGECIEEREE T2 THHE & A%, Gk
T RO LS IC, BTHTF R TUIR 60
EHEPALNIT D, TOXIRIFRO LIS &, D

FVBEE R ARRIOENE, AREOEEFIELI
kD& N, X, FETEVIEZOLDIIKT EE 2
DENR CITREORDT 28 BRA L, Se/ESR T
FEFRIZTE L AEREO T L 72D L 5N TTT
<o

1.2. #ak
ARIILLTO XS 1Tk s Tnsd, 2ETIE,
FERCTERDNEE & S 1 B2 B ARG O F
D CAORBLEZT, ER OISR T D FERBD
A, 3ETIE, TNLOBICO H R A L, 4
ICBHE R RILOME, Th)d, EHEOARE - HER
ROFJETHIEEZHOICL, 4FETIE, HH
(1998)CEAR(1975)DIFFE & FlZ, 3 ETH LT
RO RELOKRE REWE, BAGERGESE - 3558
MEEGEE MAF O BB B ICER L TV HEEHN
T5, LT, REIZS5ET, 4ETHLNII-
TEER D LIC K S ORRAI 72 JFR IR Z N IS e 3
BILEL T HN B0, fEmftT 5,

2. RS B AFEREL
BUFIT, BRI SERAEE LW & S5 BRSO

*ORUR TERE T BE NI o & — I R
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WEY A& ZHUTHIET D HRE, W< O
FTHD,

(IA)BHF-EE L FE L,

QRAE I b, ZOEIIAL EBIMENCIRY ELT,

BADELRVYTTH - - -
AA)BEREE > THENT - - -
(BAYBHEN 2 <
(6A)EAEAKILLET,
TATORBHENL LEHAT - -

(1B)I’m sorry to have kept you waiting.

(2B)Please accept my deepest thanks for all your
assistance.

(3B)I brought you a little present.

(4B)You’re always be thoughtful.

(5B)Please don’t go to any trouble.

(6B)I should be going soon.

(7B)I hope you had a good time.

(1AIZ(IB)IZ, QANI(@2B) -+ + - XS LTW5,
AL EFmERE L, MAEEZMML, 75
FTIIHE LN D MIA I HARGERILL , T H D
HIREFIRLIZH 0N, RO THEETH S,

M RTHD EL (D). Q). (6)THIL, HiE
THHEBIELONIERHTHLIN, 20 32%k<
Y AoOKBUL, BAFES LUIR b Tn
Th, WRENZFH, 2FH, (3B) - (4B)* (5B)
(7B) 1E, HEEE L TITBEERNE L, WO 5
RENEETES-oTRY, 2F0 1T EAEHER
ARAREREETH Y | IV L= DD, HAGE
MEFO =2 T VAR, ZZITIAD LN TV ARRD
2, BEEREBBU TSR STV,

CET=aT VAREZLNTLEI>ROA
R ZRIEVT— R 72 DT oA 9 h,

3. BARR 72 HRE

AR CHET B0 b b D I b B 72 SCEAE
WE, EFEOFETH D, 20HIE. (1ANB(TA)
WCRBND X972 BARGEMEFOBGEREL, H 2R,
HOZdoR L7z L7 Y T 2R, HFETIE
EHLTH ERLSEFHINARNEW ) | HEEOBLA

DEVBRNA TN D,

3.1, XEOHE

2FED T OOHICT, &b B ILDIUERFIER,
HAZETIZRTOBTIZEB VTR EENEND
WX LT, BB A TEENFELTVDIHETH D,
(2B) L (5B)IE. MHTHICR > T D%, T < You %
DOEFIIHFELRND, B LWV DOIXEFED
You WEMENZH DRDT, 2B)TiE., Higkn
accept LCF W, (5B)TlX. RN HOIbLIE
EPOLRVTRFEN, &720 0 BIZIZR X720,
FRRIIREN TV D,

PP FEDHIT, bH—E, 1AELUBELT
IZFE L TR,

(IA)BF-EELE L,

(1B)I’m sorry to have kept you waiting.

BAGECIL, #ENMEZR-EZE VI X9k, AW
KHIZEEL 20 OICKR L, JGEETIE, ffo8
DI M THY., FHF-IN=0iX You THhdH L
WL BIERE . BEE o T AR BIRREIC LRV &
KHLE LT L2720, FERIZ, TRLO(6A)(6B) :
(6A)EAEAKILLET,

(6B)] should be going soon.

WL Th, BARETIE, o A2 13075 2203 ELE
EHYLTHIRD LWV D XD RRRER AR TR
D, b&OIEFHEZMITT RITEAEARILLE
T, EIEEDTIC, (6A)D X HICTEFHENENE W
FHINEIRTH DD LT, WFETIE, E5ED (1
ETAIT T U T R0, 72k 2. BAEICE
D012 N2 TUIRDDIEZOFEHICRE > T
LE0NoTWTY, T R0 E9 &, MIENIC
M 21825 &25750,
AARGETIEEEEZ VL WHLBRICET, HFETIX
TBEEEZETHLNIT S, L0 KREeEN
WA L= R 72 BER & BlLA TV B SR & 720,

3.2. WERBDEL
FEOAEL VD, IT- &V BHICAZ D IEMNE
WELRICREEZR b 00, MERBOENTH D, Bl
Y7 varTHIY EF72(6)TIE, HFEOHBATH
EEICE L EPND LD THDHDOT, (BIESIFE
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RELEFEITENS N R THD L FFED
ﬁﬂtifiﬁ< HAGEDOBGED = =7 » AN

WIERITTLE-TWS, DD, (6A)D FS’%*L
T2 1ZiE, Eon BWEHKOHIZEZD
IR, AR ZDYa o T, BRELE zftioﬂ
LEBFLTINEND A LTEY ORFFHEDTE
Lo TRNTWD —F, EEEDOGB)TIE, lgol
DESICEEELRT=2— T NT, %wfocb@ﬁﬂ
ZRES LipIRiEi3dE ey, Bz, T &0 ) Erka
bizghiEesRnolcmz, T LRARWTEZ
DY BV ET] L) ~0 LT T GEITSE
WZxHGT 2 EE b MG A5 EA AL LET,
%, & - SIT “Ishould be going soon.” & 25292
I, 2O &) RIGEEEEMER TW RV EANEIS
Lo TUT YO RNF =R 2 LFE LT D1
BIREETH D,

LTFDOB)EMIZLTAHATS,

BADELRVTTH - - -

(3B)I brought you a little present.

TAfMOBHENE LEEALT - - -
(7B)I hope you had a good time.

[(DFELRVY EWH | BHORS LMY E B
TTb=a7  AX, LT, “alittle present” CT5¢
B DD TRV L, (MDTIE. A0 T
LEDL R olz b~ ST HMERBN, HERL
T XEOFITIFTELS RS 5720,

ZOBETIE, FICER LIS WRBICBWT, X
FEOHESCWERBLOENWD | REREEL 705> TIL
HITE > TV DRI, RSN E T2 FE AT
Efe, LLRs, AARGEITEHRZHRLRVWE
FZH D05, HEREMEEZRONE L b3
WITBEBRICEFEE LTV, R TFER OIS
RVEHOEWREE WY bIFTh <, X, BY Ek
7o 7 DO FEEGI SUTAGE R B RS 7= 720
bLE-T, WiBREEEH IIIHFEERH 720 | B
DEHRE LD TIRFELN AL B, B RE
ThdLVd, ZERFEROH LI TIEHEVICH
RAETEN LY, AL—ARPEREHTI, 2 b
2ODREMPEVEAELNET EEX HND, AAGE

REFEGE & RWAERGEEE O BB HIBOE WK E

T D,

4. REOBWEZAELHTEEEE

3ETHHE L R o To REEVIL, HRGERES

HENENEN, ED XA, B, ARRIRE
X TWDNIERT D THA 9, KR, FHH(1998)
LEAAR(1975) % HlZ L CEERE 2 7= T B 258 |
& HETE - @A) S VWO BEEZES T, AROA
MO 2 F BT DRANZENEZTH T 5 ON
FRATHD L HIZBbis,

4.1. TEMIIY) OXERESRESE
AN, TEMANITL) v ) SHETREIhD
PRENGERRE O RBBENOHAT S, o THM
MNZR ) CAMZERZ D E 0D DL, FEH1998)D
A A ?MD%~Mm~“:%ﬁéﬂfbéWﬁ
RS D — 12 0%, B e a2 2 4%
A %thﬁ# D, MR ANMERREL. ARIZ
MOTTITEETH Y AR OF/ AT
BB LW ILEEAN B D, AITKHET D A —
A= ABEEONCIE ATV D LWV D A A —
DOF . HAERESBI BRI N, TRk
FBOERTHD,] LWORZIFEZRIZLTWD,
IO XD BRMAERIESITHBIT 5 FEORFETIL,

EwC, TEMAMNER ) >F v, B wa\um#
BfEICXBI LN bREEET DL I D
é%&a;’_éo

Fﬁm@ﬁﬂjwﬁzﬁ X0, FEOFEDE

EHANR D, WHEERFEEEICE > T, K56E T
Z.)H%E FTIE, BB ERON, AHLSO
AR o ToF 72 O 5> % BRI X B3 5 % 0 155
IERDPEZRVER DD, B BRR OB () DT
HrEEHLELE ) W), HENRHERE-EZ0
D, BMEE EHEMEE S A AP FBIL, GE
IS ESCIUE 24N

X, BEERBROENSIARRE L 725, AIERE
IZEW K5I, FEEREEAEE I, B TBfF
TRHELELE) © 1T IZADBRTND LD
R OREF HE . BT, FRE R KD ANVE
WEWH) DT TR, FIHA99)DEELHED T
F 0 &, MO TISEEITHRE QO E AL, Al
ERBILT, 29WHHEE LD, dhi L
S DML, BT Z O WO EICE 2 TV DI
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L RITEIBEZX AR TS AR I SRS
A £ TIEHREICAIINICE X D ER, KEEo T
THRELRINTLS 5%, AREDO LS 72, HEEZH
W, BaEHBET A W) ETFEMRE ST A WE
REUIBNLCLEVRBIZRY  HEICSE LS
TWaentEZ bbb,

4.2. TREF - @E¥) OBXRERSEES

FEERIEERGE O ST - AR o B CBUEI T
LT, HAGERGEESE OB ORECESEHEIX, [
U< HH(1998) TRRENTW B LT O R %
oLz HRfF - @aR) t5x 85, MEXE
D=L, AIeHi 1 0 ihfd Z A F otk o 5Bl A
Lz snd [G&%] oRBERICHD, [H
Bl I hiE, ok o b ol X CEMIIZFE
B9, TBR) ICL TR e TV D, Zoftf
BUL. LEL R EDOER LB R-oTREY ., FH
ELBICARREDET VT ORIEHIBIARTE L,

WELETHT VT DOANLXDLOD R EXK
Bl CE7e, BRI kD bRk s ix. flx
XL TH ) ITREIC T ) e, - - - il - -
W7 U7 TE—MIZ, BRIZH D5 AR OZBIRY 72
KRB NHIT AR 7o TS, T
bid, |

ZOXIZ, WITHEREINGZZE, B bE
6né&w5\m$_ﬁokT%%J%Eﬁ¢éﬁ
FEOMRBTIX, BMCTHEET HEAEZERTD
FE ST S &, FICEH D EZHFE L KAIL
TLoDWERETIEVWIFEETAEENTRES
DR, X, HFEEASORREZ A, ARIFL
. AHEBARAELMASE T, BEVWRBHENWE
LA IHEND, FEE - PRI H5EDO R & M
SLTWDEEZLD,

AR (1975) THERSINTND L 57, IEIZ THH
FERTFOBCHE] BDERLLZSTHDENLZZ,
AARNDOFFD, Zbn<, ZLT, HFELFEFL 2
FAIUTLE LR L D RV EROMEED, Bl
B THo T MALIZELEI D THDEVIHE
DX D FREEZRT SEDRA L o TND,

INBDEZ TG EET L, AiE CR Tk 2
DORERBN (FFEOFM - WEXRHOFE) b
LRI ND,

FHEOFMICEL TIX, BAFEOSHA. MTIK

FLTRTELELTHLLE Y ETAHmNL, HIZ
Bz E5EZ > TLTRAILATiE e s en
XoRFTT AT, FENPELTTH, MO
LR LRNWEZAN, LA, ZOHFBLHME N E
WO b TH D,

X, WEBRBEOFEIZONT S, KE - @haH)
O TR ERICE Y, T3, HESFEL
TWNDEND, o L HOVHFEL T, SRkl
BERLETLVOEWRT, HFELBDORKRER
FTHERBUL, BAFEITIIR DR, #i, #En
DSHEDNTA N DIT 2 54T D LD — BT 5 LK
RV L CH BRI T D RBLA L VO REE
W LT, ORI R ANRITRAETLIHEZ D &
DX, T MERETINDINLZZESLE
2LV BRE —FBICHR LW ERBLN AR
SETCIZASE->TLE D,

DX, bebEDEBEIBOKRZEND,
HIRO LIZL SEAEAH L, AROBISC () TH A
ko7, TOELRVTTN - « - | ZHEFRL
£9ETHE, ETEEEMITRITNIT R 0E
WEH L, DELRWYE WS HARGEIMFFO T L
FRELE E IR0 THEBITHAAALTE WD
EAIMENMDBEICSBY -5 X555 kot
DTHD,

ARG T, TR LIS WHAARGEEH L £ 0RRE
ﬁ%mwiﬁf FEIZ A b— 7R SR & PR BER] &
LT, BAGETCIHIEEAEMHITRVEEL VI BD
%%mfizfﬁiﬁiﬂit%@wﬁa HAGE
TIEY VIO LI ICHARAEN TV D ELRE
D, WEEICB W T E TS T 2 REL LoD
RNEWDS 2 mEZFITT, SRERBICENLTVWD D
O OEW T, HAGEREEGE ORF> KT - A
By OREBEEE, HEREEE O [ A5 )
DI, MRVIRAR, Ao, WERH L~V
’fﬁﬁ’%ﬁ% ZTNHEMVE LTE#HSE 20

L ERFERREATRE L TUT FITRERE T
%5

LosL, MkfE - @hall) TEMASIR) Suv )
AN 22 AL D — Y RLEEFEOE O FITE
< PIcmELED LD L DL THN THEL



56 R T RZE T HEEALEE Vol32 No.2 (2009)

DTIE, <R Eb->THRBEERDNS, [H
sz ) OEEHERIC LY, TPITHER, ZDFT
BEEILIZON, TUIHOEB X200, X, &
L5855 DI D MU DFHED OB 22 D>, HIZH
IZL TRV E | ELWEREORIIZIIES 2
WDIZ, 2D X5 72 /e KRB EF kR no
%, MKTE - BER) OO~ AARAD F5E
MEEPTEEICHZENIZEE, Lo AR
SETH D, BRI RGERBLZ A T LR
b5,

B35 R
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