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A Study of the American Indian

— The Philosophy, History, and Legal Status of the American Indian —
Hiroshi Noro'

The objective of this paper is to examine the philosophy, history, and legal
status of the indigenous people of the United States.

They are not atheists, but theists, generally believing in a Supreme Being or
Great Spirit. Every creation, creatures, and daily experiences are holy expressions
from the Great Spirit. Trees and stones are gifts of the Spirit in physical forms and
Mother Earth is a spiritual entity to them. Therefore, they are willing to take care of
this planet, plus they have respect and strong bondage for their families and tribes.
This is the philosophical essence of these indigenous people in the United Sates.

At the beginning of their encounter, the Indians and the first white people
from Europe had a friendly relationship from which “Thanksgiving Day” was born.
However, such a peaceful relationship did not last long. The white people began
repeating the same pattern of killing the Indians and destroying their cultures. The
U.S. government continued cruel policies of assimilation, reservation, submission,
removal, or extermination of indigenous people in the United States. When
Christopher Columbus arrived in America, about ten million Indians populated the
U.S., but 95% of which has been told to have killed. We can find various resistances
by Indians, but they were always put to end by the great physical power of the white
people.

On September 13, 2007, after 25 years of discussion, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Article 1 of the Declaration states clearly the “Indigenous peoples have the right to
the full enjoyment, as a collective or as individuals, of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights law.” The
United States voted against it.

The philosophical essence of the United States of “freedom” and “equality”
originally comes from the Iroquois Indian culture. The Iroquois nations’ political
confederacy and democratic government have greatly influenced the Articles of
Confederation and the United States Constitution. The roots of the United States also
had Indian roots.

The American Indian’s heart and essence of philosophy are something we
cannot destroy by our physical force and they are not something past, but they are
something we can apply to the 21% century world, society, and our ordinary lives. The
awareness of influence from the Iroquois nations will have the power which can
change the white Americans into treating the indigenous people completely free and
equal as the white people.
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