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Foreign relations did not occupy a great deal of Lincoln’'s time. For
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the most part, he was content to allow the Secretary of State to manage
diplomatic affair— just as he permitted the other cabinet members to
conduct the business of other departments with minimal interference. He
trusted Seward, and he respected the Secretary’s knowledge of diplomatic
protocol.
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Harris to Seward (July 9, 1861)

It is my unpleasant duty to inform you that a daring and murderous
attack was made on the British legation in this city on the night of the 5th
instant.

Mr. Alcock providentially escaped uninjured, but Mr. Oliphant, secre-
tary of legation, and Mr. Morrison, consul for Nagasaki, were wounded. Of
the Japanese defenders of Mr. Alcock three were killed and fifteen woun-
ded...

The Japanese were evidently taken by surprise, but they soon recov-
ered from it and fought with great bravery, and at last beat off the
assailants.

gooobouoobooboboobuooboobooboobuobobobobo
gooobooboboooboobobooobooboboobooboboo
0D0000000000000000000000000000% 0000
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This makes the seventh attack on foreigners within the period of two
years; and in five of the attempts murder was committed. Up to this day
not one person has been punished for these atrocious crimes...

I have given you too many evidences of my friendship for you to doubt
my good will; and as your friend, who earnestly wishes to see Japan
peaceful, prosperous, and happy, | must say to you, that if you do not
promptly arrest and punish the authors of this last deed of blood, that the
most lamentable consequences will inevitably ensue,...

00000000 oobo0o0obobbobOoOoDbaseldon 2100

...The assaults committed upon the minister of Great Britain and the
other members of that legation, in violation of express treaty, of the laws of
nations, and of the principles of common humanity, have excited a deep
concern on the part of the President.

Your prompt, earnest, and decided proceedings in aid of the just desire
of her Britannic Majesty’s minister to obtain adequate satisfaction for that
outrage meet his emphatic approval...

gooobooobooboboobuooboobobooboboobuoobobobo
goooboobobooobooboboobooboboobooboboo
gooobbobooooouobbbtoooooobbbooooobbobog
gooobooboboooboobobooboobobooboobobo
DOo0DoO0ooooooooooo“o
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gooobooobdobobooboobuooboboobooboobobo
Harris to Seward (August 1, 1860)
..l cannot conceal from you my serious apprehensions that, with the

present state of feeling, very grave difficulties might arise from the presence
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here of American citizens for the purpose of trade...

If all the foreigners in Japan were prudent and discreet men, the danger
arising from their residence in this city would be diminished, but not
entirely averted. Unfortunately, a portion of them are neither prudent nor
discreet, and they are numerous enough to imperil the safety of the orderly
and well-disposed, and seriously endanger the amicable relations that have
been established with so much difficulty and labor with the government.

Yedo is neither a commercial nor manufacturing city; the imports are
confined to the supply of the inhabitants, and of exports there are none.
The manufactures are limited to the production of the coarser articles for
common use, which are of too little value to allow of charges for transport...

The trade already developed gives a promising hope of the ultimate
establishment of a large and beneficial commerce with this country, but
these hopeful prospects may be seriously damaged, and possibly utterly
destroyed, by a collision between the foreigners and Japanese, and | greatly
fear that the indiscriminate admission of foreigners, at the time fixed by the
treaties, to the right of residence in this capital, will lead to the most
deplorable consequences, and to a state of affairs fatal to the best interests
of all...

gooobooboboooboobobooobooboboobuoobobo
gooono
Harris to Seward (May 8, 1861)

..1 have never been able to visit Osacca, and am therefore unable to
say what may be the actual state of feeling in reference to the permanent
residence of foreigners in that city; but | am aware that it is in the district

called Tien, or Heavenly, by the Japanese, from the fact of its being the
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residence of the Mikado, or spiritual ruler of Japan, and it may well be that
the residence of foreigners in that district would be regarded with dislike
by a portion of the Japanese people. Hiogo is simply the seaport of Osacca,
and its opening naturally depends on that of the city, and Neégata is a
minor consideration...

Since July, 1859, the prices of all export from this country have risen
from 100 to 300 per cent. A change so great and so sudden could not fail
to press heavily on all official persons of fixed and limited incomes, and it
is from this class that the loudest complaints are heard;...

I would respectfully suggest that discretionary power should be given
to the diplomatic agent of the United States in this country to act in concert
with his colleagues in such manners he may deem most advisable for the
interests of both countries.

gooobboboooooobbbtoooooobbbooooobbobobog
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooobuoobobo
goojoboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobooo
googboooobooboboboobooboboo
gooobooboobobooboobooboobooobuooboboboo
oo
Seward to Harris (May 8, 1861)

The course suggested is, as you doubtless were aware, different from
what has been contemplated by the President. He holds, however, your
ability and discretion in high consideration, and therefore care will be taken
to review the subject fully, upon consideration, if possible, with the
representatives here of the other powers concerned.

goboobooobobooobooooboooboobobooobooobooboooboo
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gooobooboboooboobobooboobobooboobobo
gooobbobuoooooobbbtboooooobbbooooobbo
Seward to Harris (August 1, 1861)

..It was argued by me in the aforesaid notesO OO0 00O 0 OO0O0O
0000000000000 00000000D00D0O000OO0that the
Japanese government would infer that we are unwilling or unable to
vindicate our rights, if, leaving that transaction unpunished and unexplain-
ed, we should frustrate the effect of the treaty stipulation for the opening of
the city of Yedo.

The President was, for this reason, of opinion that no postponement of
the opening of the city of Yedo ought to be conceded. He thought, however,
that some demonstration, which would render the residence of foreigners in
Yedo safe, ought to be made, and that the other powers consulted would
probably be induced to co-operate in such a demonstration, because their
representatives are equally exposed there with our own. The President
therefore proposed that those powers should announce to the government of
Japan their willingness and their purpose to make common cause and
co-operation with this government in exacting satisfaction, if the Japanese
government should not at once put forth all possible effort to secure the
punishment of the assassins of Mr. Heusken, and also in making requisitions
with signal vigor if any insult or injury should be committed against any
foreigner residing in Yedo, after the opening of the city in January next,
according to the treaty...

We are sensible of the very great perplexity of dealing with a
government whose constitution is so different from our own, and whose

subjects have fixed sentiments and habits so very peculiar. Moreover, we
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have the utmost confidence in your ability and discretion, while we know
that it might be hazardous to every interest already secured to substitute a
policy of our own, adopted at this distance, for one which you find
necessary on the spot.

The President has, therefore, concluded to confer upon you the discre-
tion solicited by you. ..1 must, however, urgently insist that, except in the
extreme necessity, you do not consent to any postponement of any covenant
in the existing treaty, without first receiving satisfaction of some marked
kind for the great crime of the assassination of Mr. Heusken while in the
diplomatic service of the United States.

goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobooo
000000000 (It was argued by me../ The President was, for this rea-
son,..).
godoobobbbtooooobbbbboooouobbboooooobo
googoooboboboobood
Harris to Seward (June 7, 1861)

..A large number of persons have been arrested on suspicion, but their
complicity in the crime could not be brought home to them; some of them
were convicted of other crimes, and have been executed. | am convinced
that the Japanese are acting in good faith, and that they earnestly wish to
discover and punish the assassins of Mr. Heusken.

I hand you herewith copy and translation of a letter from the minister
for foreign affairs, stating that the three Yakonines[ 00 O O who attended
Mr. Heusken on the night of his murder have been punished for neglect of
duty, and also that four guards, who were on duty near the place where Mr.

Heusken was assaulted, have also been punished for remissness on that
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melancholy occasion...
goooboboboooogo
Seward to Harris (October 7, 1861)

.. It affords the President sincere pleasure to know that the government
of the Tycoon has exerted so much diligence to bring the assassins of Mr.
Heusken to punishment, and that you are satisfied that those exertions have
been made with good faith.

It is expected that the government will not abate its efforts until the
end so important to a good understanding between the two countries shall
have been attained...

goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobooo
000000000000 Db00bO0bOO00oDbOo1sel01I0230000000
ooooogn

..1 have heretofore informed you of the great imprudence of Mr.
Heusken in being out at night after repeated warnings from the Japanese
that he ran a risk of being murdered by exposing himself in the way he
did. I firmly believe that his death was chiefly owing to his disregard of
the warnings of the Japanese, and | equally believe that, had he followed my
example, he would have been a living man at this day.

For the reasons thus briefly set forth, | feel constrained to acquit the
Japanese government of any complicity in the death of Mr. Heusken, or of
even desiring it; and | am equally convinced that they have loyally and
zealously endeavored to arrest and punish his assassins.

0D0000000000000000000000% 00000000000
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobobo
oo0ooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobooboo
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00000000o0ooooo'®n
Harris to Seward (November 27, 1861)

..Ando Tsusima no Kami(0 0 0 00 0O 0O 0O O answered that they were
willing to give me any satisfaction that might be in their power, and asked
me what | required...

| replied that Mr. Heusken was the only child of his widowed mother,
who, by his death, had been deprived of her sole means of support. |
would therefore propose that they should pay her a sum sufficient for her
support, either in annual payments or in a sum sufficient to purchase a life
annuity equal in amount to the income she received from her late son. |
stated, very emphatically, that they must not consider this a proposition
from me to sell the blood of Mr. Heusken, or that the payment of any sum of
money could atone for his murder.

After a few explanations had been asked and given, the ministers
promptly agreed to pay me the sum of $10,000 for the benefit of Mrs.
Heusken. They then stated that they did not consider that the payment of
this sum in any way released them from their obligation to bring to
punishment the murderers of Mr. Heusken.

It was after much reflection that | concluded to adopt the above mode
of settling this question; and | trust that my action in this matter will meet
with your approbation and receive the approval of the President...

googbuoobobooboobobboobuoobobooo
goooboobooboboooboobooboobooobuooboboobo
goouobbobooooouobobbbod
Harris to Seward (July 10, 1861)

Sir: | have to pray you to be pleased to lay before the President my
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respectful request to be recalled as minister resident of the United States in
Japan.

My first commission as the agent of the United States in this country
dates back to August 4, 1855, and during the whole period | have been
absent but once from my post of duty. This was under a sick certificate,
and the whole time of absence was only fifty-one days.

The extraordinary life of isolation that | have been compelled to lead
has greatly impaired my health, and this, joined to my advancing years,
warns me that it is time for me to give up all public employment.

I could wish to be relieved early next January, as this would enable me
to pass the Red Sea, on my return, in the month of March...

gooobboboooooobbobboooooobbbooooobbobog
gobooobooooooboobbooobooboboooboobobooo
070

Seward to Harris (October 21, 1861)

..You perhaps are informed now for the first time that your appoint-
ment as the first commissioner to Japan was made by President Pierce upon
the joint recommendation of Commodore Perry and myself.

You will do me the justice, therefore, to believe that | sincerely
sympathize with you in your suffering from ill health, and that | regard
your retirement from the important post you have filled with such distin-
guished ability and success, as a subject of grave anxiety, not only for this
country, but for all the western nations.

The President instructs me to say that he accepts your resignation with
profound regret, and to present to you an assurance of his entire satisfac-

tion with the manner in which the responsibilities of your mission have
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been discharged...
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gooobooboobooobooboboooboobobooboobobo
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00000000000000000000000000000YD
gooobe0go2s000dogoboooooooboobobooo
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O0000000000000000000000¢0OThe cordiality with
which | was received induces me to hope that the friendly relations with this
government, as established by the gentleman who has so ably and honorably
represented the United States, will remain in their present satisfactory condi-
ton[I 0000000000000 00O0O0OOO0OOO0OO
Seward to Pruyn (September 25, 1862)
..The President learns with sincere pleasure that your relations with
the government are cordial and satisfactory.

gooobooboboooboobooboooobooboooobooboobooo
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gooobooboboooboobobooboobobooboobobo
gooobboboooooobbbtoooooubobbooooobbobog
000018620 OO 300 U [

On the night of the 26th instant,.. the sentinel, a sailor from the Renard,
stationed at the chamber door of Colonel Neale, was desperately wounded
by a Japanese, and died during the day.

Colonel Neale was aroused by the cries of the wounded man, as was
also the corporal of the British guard, a marine from the Renard, who was
in the vicinity going the rounds. The corporal was then attacked, and
almost instantly killed, but not until he had succeeded in firing his
revolver...

I can only assign this motive: The attack took place, according to the
Japanese computation of time, just one night after the anniversary of the
attack in 1861, and it is possible that some one or more of the friends of the
parties who lost their lives in that attack, or were subsequently punished
for it, may have sought the gratification of their vengeance...

As it is very probable that the President and yourself may be pleased
to hear what | think of my own safety, | beg to remark, that my position
cannot be said to be free from danger ...

I think, however, that the fact that | never go armed, which is well
known to the officers, and that | rely entirely upon the Japanese for
protection, are favorable to my safety...

goooboooboobobooboobooboobooobuoobuobooboo
gooobboboooooobbbtoooooubbbooooobboboog
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobobo
0D000000000000000Y000000000000000000
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gooobooboboooboobobooboobobooboobobo
gooodogoi1selfd12010000o0o0ooobooooono0—000oonoo
00 00D00O0" notice in Mr. Harris’s dispatch some ground for supposing that a
good understanding does not exist between him and Mr. Alcock, the British
minister in Yedo. | forbear from judging upon the causes of the alienation,
although we have abundant reason for believing Mr. Harris to be always just
and prudent in his intercourse with the representatives of the other western
powers.”

gogoobobbbbodoooobbbbbdooouobbbboooooobo
gooobooboboooboobobooobooboboobuoobobo
oo

Seward to Pruyn (September 25, 1862)

..The President has received with profound emotion the information
that some unknown Japanese subjects have assassinated two British ma-
rines, stationed at her Majesty’s legation for the protection of the minister.

Earnestly desirous that, on all such occasions, you shall be found using
your best exertions to secure the safety of the representatives of other
treaty powers, and their protection in all their national rights, the President
has directed me to examine carefully the record you have sent, and to
report to him whether, in this instance, there had been any delinquency on
your part. It is with great pleasure that, upon receiving my report, he has
been satisfied that your proceedings have been, in all respects, the best that
could have been adopted to cooperate with and sustain the British legation,
and to bring the government of the Tycoon to a just sense of the gravity of
this new outrage, and of the danger which it brings to the empire.

ooboooogoobooboobobooboboobooboboobooobooo
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gige20 00 0bdoooboobobooobooboboobuooboboo
gooobboboooooubbbbooooubbbboooooo
Seward to Pruyn (September 29, 1862)

Sir: Your dispatch of July 8 (No. 37) has been submitted to the
President.

He has derived much satisfaction from the reply of the ministers for
foreign affairs to the letters which you had addressed to them concerning
assassinations at the British embassy. Entertaining no doubt of the sincer-
ity of the explanations contained in that reply, he earnestly hopes that the
government of the Tycoon may practice such diligence, in bringing all
persons connected with the transaction to condign punishment, as will give
assurance to the British government, and to the other treaty powers, that
the rights and safety of foreigners in Japan will hereafter be inviolably
protected.

goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooobuoobobo
gooooooboboooog
Pruyn to Seward (December 16, 1862)

Sir: | regret to have to announce the total loss of the American bark
Cheralie (O Chevalier), of New York, on the east coast of Japan, in the
province of Hitats (O O ). There are special circumstances connected with
this disaster which would afford great cause for thankfulness. The officers
and crew were not only saved, but treated with humanity and kindness by
the officers and people of the province. Nothing which could be done was
left undone to display good will; even a flagstaff was erected by the
Japanese at the temple appropriated for the use of the crew, from which to

display our national flag.
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Intelligence of the disaster was sent to this city overland, and the
Japanese Ministers immediately placed at my disposal the steamship- of-war
Tshoyo Maro (O O O ), which carried to the scene of the wreck our consul
at Kanagawa, our marshal, and an American pilot...

Seward to Pruyn (April 4, 1863)

..It gives me pleasure to inform you that your proceedings, in connex-
ion with this disaster, are fully approved, and to request you, upon the
receipt of this instruction, to address a communication to their excellencies
the ministers of foreign affairs expressive of the profound satisfaction with
which the President and people of the United States have received intelli-
gence of the generous, humane, and efficient services rendered to the
shipwrecked officers and seamen of the Chevalier by the officers of the
province as well as by those on board the gunboat Choyo-maroo, which the
Japanese government so promptly dispatched to the scene of the wreck. It
is by such acts that nations are bound more closely together than they can
ever be by mere ties of interest; and you will assure the excellencies that
this manifestation on the part of the Japanese government and people, of a
desire not merely to fulfil their treaty obligations to the United States, but
to increase and perpetuate the cordial good will and friendly relations
between the two countries, is accepted by the President as a sure indication
that nothing will ever arise to disturb the firm relationship existing between
the United States and Japan...

gooobooboboooboobobooboobobooboobooboo
gooobboboooooobbbtoooooubbbooooobbobog
goooboooon

Pruyn to Seward (February 16, 1863)
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..They (Otwo governors of foreign affairs) proceeded to say that...
these daimiosd 00 O O had made themselves amenable to punishment, but
that this might lead to a civil war, which it was desirable to avoid, as peace
had now prevailed for two hundred years. They said that there was great
danger of a civil war; and asked, in the event of its occurrence, what would
be the feeling and action of the United States.

To this | replied that the government of the United States would, of
course, be deeply interested in such a struggle, and that all the moral
support it could render, and all material support which would be justified
by international law, would doubtlessly be given...
goobobooobooboboooboobooboobooboobooo
goodoobbbooooopobobbooooobobbboooouoo
gobobooobooboboooboobooboobuooboobooboo
gooduobobbboooobobbbooooubbbbooooubo
gobooooobuoobobooobuooboobobooboobuoobobo
goo

To this | replied | had no particular preference for Goten-Yama, and
would very willingly accept any location equally convenient and pleasant.. |
then suggested that, as the buildings for the British legation were nearly
completed, it might be more difficult for the British minister to consent to a
change; but that, if made at all, it was manifestly proper that a better
location should be offered, as otherwise it might appear as if Goten-Yama
were given up because of threats | had heard...That evening (O February
1), as at two o'clock of the next morning, the British legation buildings at
Goten-Yama were destroyed by fire. | immediately sent an officer to

inquire into the circumstances, and at once informed the British minister of
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the destruction of the buildings— evidently the work of incendiaries.
gooobbobooooouobbbtoooooobobbooooobbobog
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobobo
000 (What ought to be done to sweep away the foreign barbarians?..He (O
Tycoon) must, without delay, notify all the daimios; and it is his duty to devise
the best stratagem, and speedily, as commander-in-chief, to carry out the
deliberations of the whole, and execute their just and patriotic decision. Let
him fix upon a period for cutting off the ugly barbarians..).
gooobobbboooogo
Seward to Pruyn (June 6, 1863)

..The President cheerfully leaves you to exercise your own discretion
as to the waiver of any points that may arise between yourself and the
government of the Tycoon in regard to the change of the location in Yedo
for the residence of our legation...

The letter of the Mikado to the Tycoon is ominous of serious distur-
bance of the relations which have recently been inaugurated with so much
effect through the concert of the principal maritime powers, and which have
promised such great advantage to the general cause of progress and
civilization. You will represent to the ministers of foreign affairs that it is
not at all to be expected that any one of those powers will consent to the
suspension of their treaties, and that the United States will co-operate with
them in all necessary efforts, and by the use of all necessary means, to
maintain and secure the fulfillment of the treaties on the part of the
Japanese government...

gooobooboboooboobobooboobobooboobobo
00oobooboboooboobooboooboobobooboobooo
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goooogoobooboo

goodbobbbooooobbbbooooobbboooooobo
00000000000000000Y0000000000000000
0o0ooboooboboooboobobooobooboboose3nonoo
gooobooobiccogbooboboobosbobooobuooboono
g@oobooobobooooobooooobboooooobooooo
gowe30 00oodooooooooooobooooooobooobooo
gooobooboboooboobobooboobobooboobobo
goooogor,oo0 bbb ooboobooboobooboo
gooooobobobobobobobbobbobuoodoo—0oobbobboboooo
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobooboo
ooooooooo

gooobooboobobooboobooboobooboobobooboo
gooobbobuoooooobbobtoooooobbbooooobbbog
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooobuoobobo
goobdooseoi bbb boooobbooobo
googbuoobobooboobobbooboobobooo

Seward to Pruyn (July 7, 1863)

..Nevertheless, the President permits me to pass themDO OO OO OO
by, for two reasons: First. The good faith of the United States towards
Great Britain and all the other treaty powers in regard to Japan, is
impressed upon the records of our diplomatic intercourse with them...
Secondly. The common interests of civilization and humanity require that
there shall be concert and unity among the treaty powers, in the present
crisis, unobstructed by jealousy, or suspicion, or unkind debate of any

sort...
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I shall now give you the President’s opinion of your duty..Your whole
moral influence must be exerted to produce or preserve peace between the
other treaty powers and Japan, based, if necessary, on a compliance, by the
latter power, with the terms prescribed by them, inasmuch as it is not
doubted that those terms will be demanded simply with a view to the
necessary security of foreigners of all nations remaining in Japan.

Second. If the authorities of Japan shall be able to execute themselves
for the injuries which Americans may have suffered at the hands of
Japanese subjects, and shall in good faith have granted adequate indem-
nities, or be proceeding to afford them, and also shall be able to guarantee
the safety of American residents, the subject may rest;..If the members of
the legation, or of the consulates, find it at any time unsafe to remain in
Japan, they will, of course, seek a safe retreat as convenient as possible, and
will report to this department...

gogoooobooboooooooododooooooooboobooboboobobooo
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobooboo
0D00000®0186101100000000000000000D00D0O00O0
gooobboobobbbbobooooididdooooo o oo
gobooobboobobboobobuooobbooobboobobuouog
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobobo
goooooooobobbboooooodogooooooobobooboo
gooogobooboobooobooboboobooboboobuoobobo
oo

0000000000 bO0bO00DOOo0bOoDoOooDOoi18e300n2a000
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobobo
000000o0obooboooboobobooobooboobogoz2e000noO220
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oo oboboooboob1zzocogobobooobuoobooboo
0000000000000 o0booOo4o,0000000b0O0O0DO0bDOoOOO
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobobo
OO (It must be obvious to the President that the presence of Commodore
Perry’s powerful fleet first opened Japan, and it is both natural and undeniable
that the same means must be relied on, for some time at least, to preserve to
the world what was thus gained. It was the presence of the British fleet and
of other vessels-of-war in these waters, which has brought about a peaceful
solution of the late complications.)D D 0160 0 [ 000000000000
goooooooooobooobbbbboodbobobobobboboboboobooo
(The determination of the Mikado and Tycoon, if attempted to be carried into
effect, must involve Japan in a war with all treaty powers. It is perfectly
absurd to hope for success— it will only bring ruin upon this flourishing
empire.)d 0 0240 O [

gooobooboboooboobobooobooboboobuoobobo
gddodooobobbboddddgbbbobboboboo
gooogoboobooobooobooboboobooboboobuoobobo

Seward to Pruyn (September 1, 1863)

..Having taken the President’s directions, | proceed to consider these
interesting and important questions.

First. The facts submitted by you raise a strong presumption that the
act of firing the residence of the legation was committed by incendiaries,
with a purpose at once political and hostile to the United States, and that
the government of Japan could probably have foreseen and prevented it, and
that they have at least given to it tacit assent and acquiescence.

Second. The President is satisfied that your removal of the legation
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from Yedo to Yokohama was prudent and wise, in view of the circumstances
then existing, and the proceeding is approved. But it is equally clear that
the government of Japan ought to have so controlled those circumstances as
to have rendered the removal unnecessary; and that it is bound to provide
for your safe return to Yedo, and for the secure and permanent re-
establishment of the legation in that capital.

Third. Your proceedings in regard to the controversy which has
arisen between the British government and that of Japan appear to have
been conciliatory, and to have been equally just and fair toward both
parties, without at all compromising any rights of the United States, and
they are approved.

Fourthly. It is with much regret that the President has arrived at the
conclusion that the government of Japan has failed to keep its faith,
solemnly pledged by treaty, with the United States. ..If our advice had been
followed, the dangers which now threaten the empire would have been
averted,.. Even now,..the President is still disposed to persevere in the
same liberal and friendly course of proceedings, which he has hitherto
pursued in regard to Japan...

1. You will, therefore, demand of the government of the Tycoon prompt
payment of a sum sufficient to indemnify all the losses which were
sustained by yourself and other members of the legation on the occasion
of the firing of your official residence.

2. You will demand that diligent efforts be made to discover the incendiaries
and bring them to condign punishment.

3. You will demand proper and adequate guarantees for your safe return to

Yedo, and the permanent re-establishment of the legation there without
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delay.

4. You will insist on the full observance of the treaties between the United
States and Japan in all the particulars which have not been heretofore
waived...

googoboooboboooboooboboobooboboobuooboono
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooboobooo
gooobbobooooouobbbtoooooobobbooooobbobog
gooobooboobooboobobooboobobooboobobo
gooobboboooooobbobtboooooubbbooooobbobobg
goooboobdoboobooboobobooboobobboobo
Jo0oob0ooboobobbooboobooboobooobuooboaisesd
0000000o00bO0o0oDbOoooooboooooDooobooobooo
goddoooooobooboboooooodggdgobooobobobbobobooo
OO0oooooooomoog “ then remarked | had informed the govern-
ment that the treaty powers had a right to regard that letter as equivalent to a
declaration of war, and that it was extremely important, therefore, that the letter
should at once be withdrawn”[] 18630 110 130 0 0000000000 OOO
O00000000MOooo0oOdg The Pembroke DOODOOOOOOO
0000000000 o0obo0oboDoobDoobo0obobDboobooOorz2
gooboooobooobobooob0mbooobbooobbuooobo
goo0boobobobbnpzs0d@oooooobooooobbooooobo
googbouooboobooboobobobooboo
Seward to Pruyn (February 8, 1864)
..You are instructed to express to the Gorogiol] O 00 O O the Pre-
sident’s satisfaction at the withdrawal of the letter of Ogasawara, which had

raised a very grave and perilous question.
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| have carefully read the correspondence which accompanies your No.
780 0 18630 1100 2800 O U O O on the subject of your return to Yedo, and
| fully appreciate the difficulties and danger which surround your
position. The resumption of your residence there, even if it were not so
important as it is believed to be, ought to be insisted upon;...
The President is gratified to learn that the claim of the owners of the
Pembroke has been satisfactorily adjusted...
OO0OoOooool have carefully read. 0000000000000 O0OO0O
gooobbobuoooooobbobtboooooobbbooooobbobobg
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooobuoobobo
gooobobobobooobooobooboooo1se3gobgooo
gooobboboooooobboboboooooobbbooooobbobog
gooobooboboooboobobooboobobuoobooboboo
gooobbobuoooooobbobtoooooobbbooooobbbobog
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobooobuoobobo
goooboobobooobooboboooboobobuooboobooo
ooooboooboboboobooboosooooooboooobooboo
O000000000000000000000000As stated by you, these
demands— which the President hopes, and indeed confidently expects, have ere
this been complied with by the Japanese government— are as follows[T]
Joooboooboobobooobooboooooooboobobooo
goobboooboooobbooooboooboboo™obbuoooobo
1840 000018 O DOOODODO0ODLOOODbOODO18S00DOnonoo
000000o0oo0ooooboooo3xl1ioobooooooobooobooo
goobooobbooobobbouoobobooobobosesooglgoooo
oo0obodm@obooobboooobooobboooobbooooobo
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gooooo

gooooes000oonoooonoooonoooooobooboooo
gooobooboboooboobobooboobobooboobobo
0oo0ooboooboo2s0oogoooboooboobooooo
Treat (1963, pp. 251-52) 0 0000000000000 OOOOOOOOOO
gooono

“But Robert Pruyn, like Townsend Harris, was more than an American
diplomat. He could see more than American rights and interests; his vision was
broad enough to permit him to see the interests of Japan as well. Hence of all
diplomats in Japan in his day he possessed the best understanding of the
embarrassing problems created by foreign affairs, and he also retained to the
end greatest sympathy for the Shogunate in its difficulties. His policy was a
simple one. He would maintain the treaty rights intact, but he would not
commit a wrong to preserve a right. 'Moderation and forberance’ were the
principles which he believed would serve best in such unsettled days. Perhaps,
as an American, he could not approve of the threatening attitude of Britain and
France in 1863 because he realized what would have been the effect in his own
land if during the early days of the Civil War a similar interference had been
carried through.”
gooobooboboooboobobooobooboboobuoobobo
0o0ooboooobooobobobooboooboboooboo

000000000 Charge d Affaires ad interimdJ 0 0 O O O 0O O Anton L.
C.Potman0 0000000000000 0OODODOOOOODOOOOOOO
oooo%o

Portman to Seward (July 5, 1865)

Sir: Late in the evening of the 3d instant, the day of arrival of the mail
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at Kanagawa, | received a message from the Gorogioll O O O O to the effect
that several officers of rank wished to visit me on this day. | was
accordingly waited on by the governors for foreign affairs with a numerous
suite, who, in the name of his Majesty the Tycoon, and his government,
came to request me to convey to the President and yourself the sentiment of
profound pain with which they had learned the assassination of Mr. Lincoln
and the attack on yourself, and also their sincerest wishes for your speedy
recovery. | assured these officers that | should not fail to comply with this

request at the earliest opportunity.

O0000000000oo0ooDooOO Annual Message OO0 O OOOOOO
gooobboboooooobbobboooooobobbooooobbobobog
O0000000000000000000000Richardson 189811
0000000000 December 1, 1862(11
Very favorable relations also continue to be maintained with Turkey,
Morocco, China and Japan.
20 00000000 O00oOooboobooboobooooobooobDoo
goooboobobooobooboboobooboboobooboboo
gooobbobboooooobbobuooooouooboo
goooboooboobobooboobooboboobuoobobobo
0000000 December 8, 186311
In common with other Western powers, our relations with Japan have been
brought into serious jeopardy through the perverse opposition of the
hereditary aristocracy of the Empire to the enlightened and liberal policy of
the Tycoon, designed to bring the country into the society of nations. It is

hoped, although not with entire confidence, that these difficulties may be

233



32 Ooooo0D240

peacefully overcome. | ask your attention to the claim of the minister
residing there for the damages he sustained in the destruction by fire of the
residence of the legation at Yedo.
Jooobooobooboboobooboooooooboobobooo
00000000 December 6, 186411
Owing to the peculiar situation of Japan and the anomalous form of its
Government, the action of that Empire in performing treaty stipulations is
inconstant and capricious. Nevertheless, good progress has been effected
by the Western powers, moving with enlightened concert. Our own pecuni-
ary claims have been allowed or put in course of settlement, and the inland
sea has been reopened to commerce. There is reason also to believe that
these proceedings have increased rather than diminished the friendship of
Japan toward the United States.
gooobboboooooobbbtoooooobbbooooobbobobog
000000000000 0000000000000Sandburg 1954, p.
634[1TJ
TempleD 19600 0000000000000 0DOODOOOOOOOOO
goooboobobooboobobobooboo
“Lincoln’s forte was a spirit of fairness coupled with a reverence for
legality, and few Presidents have had an equal amount of success with their
foreign policies. None save Lincoln has ever been called upon to steer a
course through foreign relations while at the same time being engaged in a
fratricidal conflict where the booming of cannon was sometimes heard in the
streets of Washington, D. C.
gooobooobooboboobuooboobooboobuooboboboo
00oobooboboooboobooboooboobobooboobooo
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goooooooboboooooooOoooonoooooooboooobooooobooooooDO
gooooooooOoOooOooOoOooOoOoO0OoDOoOoOobOOOoOoOoDOOOo0DOoDOoOoOooDoO
gooooooooboooooooooooooboboooo

00 Van Deusen (1967, p. 519) 00 000000000000 O0OO0—00000000OO
goooooooboooooooOoooOoo0oooboboooOooOoboOoOooOobooOoooboooOoooObDO
gooooooooOoOooOooOoOoOoOoOoO0OoDbDOOoOoOOOoOoOoDOOOoU0O0ODOOoOoDoDooDO
goooooooooOoooboo0oooooo

(3) 000000180 0DDON0NDDN0N0N0NDNDDNOOODOOO

“I am happy to say these prejudices do not extend to our citizens in this country, and | think
that | am personally popular among all classes of Japanese.”
goooo0oooooOooooOo0oooo0oDooOoOooOoOoOooDoOOo0OoDooOooDoDOg
goooooooboooooooOoOooOo0o0oOoDbOoOoOobOOOoOoOoDObOOo0DOoDOoOoOoooOobDO

(4) 00DO0OO0ODO0O Treat (1963, p.114) OO0 0ODO0OO0O0O0OOOOO

“During his administration, Mr. Seward consistently instructed the American Ministers in Japan
and China to act in concert with their colleagues, and these instructions were carried out by Mr.
Pruyn and Mr. Burlingame.” Randall & Current (1955, p. 74, p. 76) OO0 00000000000
goooooooooooooooo

“Britain, France, and Russia were truculent and excessive in their demands, while the United
States maintained an attitude of marked friendliness toward the Japanese people.

For this friendly attitude the credit lies largely with two New Yorkers— Townsend Harris,
envoy until April 1862, and Robert H. Pruyn, his successor in that post...

Through all the intrigue, violence, and official evasions in the far eastern Empire the key to
American policy was forbearance, avoidance of war, patient attention to the oriental point of view,
and cultivation of friendly relations.”

Dennett (1941, p. 408) 00 0000000000000 0OOD0ODOOOOOOODOOOOOO
gobooobooOoboOooboooooobooooobooOobooooOoDbDOobOOoObOOobOODO
goooooooboo0oOooOooOoOooOoOoO0OobDOOoOobOOOoOoOoDOOoUOOoDOOoOoDoooOoO
goooo0oo0o0oooOoo0ooo0ooDoooooOooooooO0oDOoooooOoDOoDOg
om

“Seward had a very definite idea as to the function of the American people in the commerce of
the Pacific Ocean. Foreign trade, he thought, was to replace military conquest and to become the
vehicle for a commerce of ideas. The great American contribution to the world, it seemed to him,
was political theory. Just as the Atlantic states through their commercial, social and political
sympathies were steadily renovating the governments and social constitutions of Europe and
Africa, so 'the Pacific states must necessarily perform their sublime and beneficent functions in
Asia.’ Seward appears to have expected that Asia thus enriched from America would repay the
debt in gratitude. He said, while Perry was in the East, 'Certainly no one expects the nations of
Asia to be awakened by any other influence than our own from the lethargy into which they sunk
nearly three thousand years ago. If they could be roused and invigorated now, would they spare
their European oppressors and spite their American benefactors?””

gooooooobo0ooooooooo0oOoo0ooobo0ooobo0o0ooOo00ooOob0o0oOo0O0b000On
oooooo
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(5) Treat (1963, pp. 120-21) 000000000
“His (O Harris’s) dispatches to Mr. Seward of November 23 (1861) shows how thoughtfully he
considered the whole question and gives further confirmation of his keen sense of fair play.”
gooooooooOoOooooOoOoOoOoQoUoOoDOoOoOoOobOboOoOoDOOoOooDooUoOoDo
goooooOoO0o0oO0oOoOoo@moooOoOOoOoO0oO0oO0oOoOoOoOooOOOOOOO0DO0OODOoOoOooODO
(6) 000000 DOO0OODODOO0O0OO0ODOOODOOOODODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOn
gooboooooooo0ooboooboooooobobooobo0oobobooobOooooOoboOoDO
O0OTreat (1963, pp. 112-13) DO 0000000 OOO
“But there can be little doubt today that in remaining in Yedo and placing confidence in the good
faith of the Japanese government, in recognizing the difficulties under which it labored, and in
endeavoring to co-operate with it, Townsend Harris more adequately met the needs of the hour.
And his courage and confidence was not wasted upon the Japanese.. And on April 2 Harris was
received by the Shogun with 'every mark of honor’ when he presented his new letter of credence.”
(77 DOODO0DO0OO00ODODOOOO0000000000O0O0OODOO000O00000000DOO0O0O00
goooooo0ooOoo0DOoOoOobOOoO0ooO0OoOO0OO0oO0ODOoOOOobDO0oOOoDOoDODO
gooooooobooooooooOooooooboooooOooOoooboooDboooooobDO
goooooooooOooooOoOoooOoU0OoDOoOoUobOoOoOOoUoDObOOo00oDOoOoOOoDbDO
go0o0o0o0o000000OooOoOO0O0O00oOoOoOoooIgguOOoooooooooooon
oo
(8) DOOODOODO Treat(1963,p.128) OO ODOODOOOOODOO
“In spite of the serious situation which had developed with the progress of the Civil War and
strained relations with England and France in the first year, Mr. Seward considered the mission to
Japan one of extreme importance, and desired to have some one there whom he knew thoroughly
and on whose sound judgment he could rely.”
goooooobooOoOoooooooooooo
(9) Treat (1963, pp. 130-31) DO OO ODO0OOO0OO0OOOOOOOOOO
“In every other respect, however, Mr. Pruyn’s position was a most difficult one. The Civil War
at home caused doubts as to the very survival of the Government which he represented. It
prevented the presence of an American fleet in Western waters to support his position,..Just as
Harris won his great Treaty without the support of a squadron, so Pruyn maintained the honor
and dignity of the United States practically without material backing. And the three years
covered by his mission were the years which saw the culmination of the anti-foreign movement.
He had to face crises far more serious than those which Harris knew. If Perry opened the gates
of Japan, and Harris threw them open wide, then Robert H. Pruyn is entitled to no little credit for
preventing their being closed again.”
0000000000000 0000Malone 1935, s.v. PRUYNLT
Robert Hewson Pruynd 18150 D0 40 0000000000000 OAIbanyD 000000
18330 Rutgers College 0018360 000 0000000000000 OOODO18390 000
0000000000018410 0018460 0000000000000 DDODOOjudge advocate-
general0 00000
18480 001800 000000000000 ODO18S10 0000000001840 00000
goo0o0o00oDOOoO00oOoOoOoO0oO0DoOOo0OoDOOoOobOOOOoOoDeOODOOOOODOOO
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000000000o0ooooooooO0O000000oooooooooOoDi1selo1o0120MmO
g0o02s0000001000000000000000OO000DO0O000DOO0O0O100250
goooooooboooooboooo

000000000000 Albany National Commercial Bank OO0 000000000000
gooooooO0o0o0oOoOoOooOoi1g000260000

(10 Treat (1963, pp. 133-34) 0000000000000 ODOO0O0OODOOOOOOOOOOO
gooooooobooboooo

“First of all, he had the utmost consideration for the Japanese people as a whole, and especially
for the harassed officers of the Shogunate. He recognized with unusual clearness, in view of the
lack of accurate information, the difficult position in which they were placed, between the
foreigners who demanded the fulfillment of the Treaties to the letter, and the rising tide of Imperial
opposition.”

go0ooo00oooOo0oOoOoOo0o0oOoOo0oU0OoDoOoOobDbooOoooDooo

“Mr. Seward had advised the most friendly co-operation (with the other Treaty Power
representatives), and Pruyn’s genial personality made this easy.” (ibid., p. 135)

1) 0000000000000 000000000D00Treat 1963, p. 251, note(T]

“Charles Sumner, chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, is reported to have
said that Mr. Pruyn’s correspondence was unsurpassed in ability by any other American envoy,
with possibly the single exception of Hon. Charles Francis Adams.”

Charles Sumner (1811-1874) 0D D 000000000 D0O0OODOODOOODOOOOOOOO
00000000—0000001865s0000000000000000000000Charles
Francis Adams (1807-1886) 0 0 D 0 D U U OD O OO0 0O O D OO O OJhn Quincy
AdamsO0 000 0Jhn Adams0 D0 0000000000000 OOO0OOO

(12 0000000000000 000000000D0000 Treat 1963, pp. 200-201(1]

“The United States was involved in the great Civil War, and the summer of 1863 marked the
high tide of the Confederacy. Although the relations with the European Powers had improved, yet
there was still every reason to preserve a good understanding with them. For this reason, if for
no other, Mr. Seward continually counseled the American Minister to sustain and co-operate in
good faith with the Legations of the Treaty Powers.”

goooowepoo40000000000D00ODODO00DOOO00DODDOOO0ODODDOODDOD
goooooooboooooooOoOooOo0o0oOoDbOoOoOobOOOoOoOoDObOOo0DOoDOoOoOoooOobDO
go0ooo0oO0ooo0o0oooOo0oOooooooooo

“Nor could I be unmindful of the fact that our domestic difficulties were well known to the
Japanese government and people; that many publications had been issued, and had an extensive
circulation, giving accounts of our battles, and especially of our iron-clads.”

(13 00000 Treat (1963,p.157) 00 OO00O00O0O0O0DOODOOO0OOOOOOOOO

“This was an extraordinary decision, as far as the canons of international law were
concerned. The British government had treaty relations only with the Government of Yedo, and
from it alone should redress have been demanded.”

(14 United States Department of State (1866): Appendix to Diplomatic Correspondence of 1865
(5 0000000000000 00000000000000D0O00D0OD0O0ODOOn® Tycoon
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“Lincoln’s temper soon recovered. In early August his secretary John Hay wrote that ‘the
Tycoon is in fine whack. | have seldom seen him more serene.” (McPherson 1989, p. 667)
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