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Relations of Some Hazardous Traffic Participants to Driver's Risk Perception
— Study on Effects of the Following Vehicle on Risk Perception—
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Abstract

It is assumed that some hazardous traffic participants should affect drivers' risk perception of
traffic situations and driving behavior. This paper describes experiments on influences of a
following vehicle on drivers' risk perceptions and driving behavior in situations where a lead
vehicle suddenly decelerates. The results revealed that the following vehicle did not influence
drivers' risk perceptions and avoidance behaviors to lead vehicle deceleration, compared with
influences of a lead vehicle in a previous study. Drivers' risk perceptions were lower in
situations where they did not feel that it was necessary for them to avoid a collision by their own
efforts than in those where they did feel it necessary.
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