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Abstract

During the past two and a half years since the Bonn Agreement, Afghanistan, with profound
challenges still ahead, has been making steady progress in the political and reconstruction proc-
esses. The simplistic image of Afghanistan as a “failed state” if it still lingers, is, therefore, no
longer applicable, given the realities of the situation in Afghanistan now.

This paper attempts to correct the persistently prevailing image of Afghanistan as a “failed
state” by reviewing some specific cases in nation building efforts in the country, including the in-
troduction of a new currency, taxation efforts, steady implementation of the Bonn process and the
indigenous inclusive institution called “Jirga” which made the Bonn process possible in the first
place, and a Kabul-based aid coordination mechanism led by the Afghan government. The paper
then points out the common factors behind those cases, namely, resilience of the society and the
indigenous institutions, and a strong sense of ownership, and proposes that when considering as-
sistance to Afghanistan these should be consciously explored in greater depth, taking into account
their characteristics and the background that led to their indigenous development.

The paper also emphasizes that the revival of Afghanistan does not only mean that the coun-
try is becoming a normal one, but it also means that the West Asian region as a whole can finally
be looked at as a normal region. Therefore, and furthermore, regional cooperation can now be
sought realistically, and each country in the region should also be looked at from this emerging re-
gional perspective, revived and reinvigorated by Afghanistan’s rehabilitation.
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