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0. Introduction

(1a) (¢19)

(1b) (1)
(1) a. A dog barks.

b- A dog is barking-

c- Dogs bark-
specific/nonspecific
(1a)
(1b) a dog specific
Krifka et al-
(1995) (1a) (1b)
(2a)
(2b) (2a)
(2b)

(2) a. Cats are being born with extra toes these days-
b. *A cat is being born with extra toes these days-

Langacker(1996)  (la),(lc) (2a),(2b)
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(23) ’ (Zb) (13) ’ (1C)

Langacker(1996) (1la) (1b)
(1o) (1b)
(1a) (la) (1b)
(2a) (2b)
Langacker(1996,1997)
(1a)
(1a)
(1a)
(1a)
(1a) (1b) (2a) (2b)
(1a)

1. A Constraint on Progressive Generics

(Ba) (3b) (2a) (2b)
Langacker(1996) (1la) (3a) all, most, some
bare plural Proportional Quantifier O]
every, any Representative-Instance Quantifier

39

®)
(2) a. Cats are being born with extra toes these days-
b- *A cat is being born with extra toes these days.
c. ?*Every cat is being born with extra toes these days.-
(3) a. A cat stalks a bird-
b- Cats stalk birds-
c- Every cat stalks birds.-
(4) a- {All / most / some / @} cats die before the age of 15.
b- {All / most / some / @} cats are dying before the age of 15 these
days-
(5) a. {Every /any / a} cat dies before the age of 15.
b-. {?*Every /*any /*a} cat is dying before the age of 15 these days.-

Langacker

[event instance 1 profile
(42) (4b)
D la) (3a) [a

single, arbitrary instance in the structural plane] profile

profile

(3a)

Profile Langacker designate
entity base
Langacker
profile
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Plural Generic ©
Type Specification
\\

Generic Construction: Representative-Tnstance Quantif icr

i ﬁ Type Space

A —
([ [0 [/© /)
A A

m (O @) ® )

Yy ~

Plural Generic

Langacker

(Ba)(5a) profile

instance

John smokes

John smokes  profile

habitual

instance  profile

specific  arbitrary

E--/Q //o“~//<:> / Jre
e & / O/ /1",0/ / O/ g P

Plane

\/

t

Generic Construction: Representative-
Instance Quantifier

event instance

single
event instance
Langacker habitual profile event
habitual

John is smoking now lately

event instance A dog barks

event

(la) Ga)

Langacker
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Langacker (1a) (3a)(5a)
structural profile
be V-ing \%
perfective
(1a) structural profile
(1a)
2 structural
profile
A dog is barking
profile
structural
structural Langacker
structural Langacker
actual structural
pro-
file (Langacker
Langacker be V-ing V perfective aspect
Langacker (1996) perfective  bounded
bounded boundary perfective
perfective
perfective
*] was writing a book at 6 yesterday
be V-ing V perfective
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1997 208) Langacker
A dog barks
A dog barks
nonspecific
non-modal

Langacker
Cats are being born with extra toes these days cats

actual/structural (=nonactual) Langacker

Langacker

Goldsmith and Woisetschlaeger(1982)
3
(6) a. This engine isnt smoking anymore-
b. This engine doesnt smoke anymore.
Goldsmith and Woisetschlaeger (6b) structural (6a) actual
Langacker  (6a) actual structural

(62) Langacker actual
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structural
(6a) structural
(6b) (6b)
(6a)  structural
smoke
(6a) (6h)
actual
structural
4
structural Langacker
Goldsmith and Woisetschlaeger Langacker  actual phenomemal
actual  structural
Langacker

description
Use of the progressive marks a distinction which we shall call the" structural/
phenomenal ” distinction, and which corresponds to two rather different types of
knowledge about the world ... One may describe the world in either of two ways: by
describing what things happen in the world, or by describing how the world is made that
such things may happen in it. (Goldsmith and Woisetschlaeger(1982))
what things happen (6b) structural what
things happen in the world how the world is made that such things may happen in it
structural phenomenal
what is happening
structural ~ generic
structural recipe, summary historical summary, direction,
historical present, stage direction, instruction,
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2
Langacker
plane”
(1996,1997)
(3a)
(3a)
profile
profile

A dog barks profile
profile

structural

“ an arbitrary event instance in the structural

Langacker

profile

profile

profile

A cat stalks a bird

profile

perfective
cat stalks a bird
Langacker (2b)
A dog barks
(1a) (3a)
is barking
A dog barks

2. Genericity and Generics

Krifka genericity
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A
Langacker
profile
(2b)
profile
A dog
A dog barks
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generics
generics genericity
general validity

habituals(7) generics

habituals
habituals 2 generics

generics ™ ®
(%)
(9b)

(9) (9d) (%)

(9f-k)

(7) John smokes-

(8) {A beaver builds / the beaver builds / beavers build} dams-

(9) a. Milk is healthy.
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- {Any/ Every} beaver builds a dam.-
. John {smokes/ smoked/ will smoke} a pipe.-
. The elephant has come dangerously close to extinction-

. Synthetic skin is replacing animals in the testing of cosmetic

products.

- John is {usually/ always/ often} smoking a pipe-

g- John {used to/ has an inclination to} smoke a pipe-
. Bill frequents that pub over there.

i- Milk tends to sour during thunderstorms.

j- Your typical Australian drinks too much beer-

. Man has lived in Africa for more than 2 million years.-

generic
non-generic(episodic) generic  non-
(10)
(10) A bird is in the cage.-
A dog barks
generic
generic
A dog is barking
nonspecific
(11) a child nonspecific (11)

a child
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(11) A child is dying every 5 seconds in the world.

generic  nongeneric

Langacker
(participant(s))

generics

@) habitual
(12)

generic ®

(12) Cats went crazy all over Japan at 4 AM on Decemberl19th.

Lyons(1977 194 11) generics timeless
Krifka Lyons (13)
generics
(13) beavers the
beaver identify a beaver
habituals

validity
(13)(=(8)) {Beavers build/The beaver builds/A beaver builds} dams-

generic
generic

Lyons (13)

(12)
(13) Langacker
(14a,b)

(14) a. Cats are being born with extra toes these days-
b. My cat is stalking that bird every morning again.

c- *A cat is being born with extra toes these days-

(15a) these days

habituals

(16)
(15) a. Children have longer legs these days.
b- *A child has longer legs these days-
(16) Fido barks strangely these days-
generics

generic  nongeneric

A dog barks

49
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A dog barks
A dog is barking
A dog barks
A dog barks A dog is
barking
3. Properties of the Simple Present in English
A dog barks
imperfectivity
Langacker(1987 244.254)
aspect perfective imperfective
Vendler
(1967) achievement, accomplishment, activity
perfective stative, state imperfective
surround (172)
(17a) surround  imperfective (17b)
surround perfective
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(18a) wind imperfective
(18b)  wind
perfective resemble  live

(19b) (20b)

perfective
(17) a- An empty moat surrounds the dilapidated castle-
b- The SWAT team is surrounding the dilapidated castle-
(18) a. The road winds through the mountains-
b- The road is winding through the mountains-
(19) a- Ed resembles his father-
b. Ed is resembling his father more and more.-
(20) a. He lives in London.
b. He is living in London.
(20n) perfective
(1996) (1997) Langacker
perfective  bounded The
earth is revolving around the sun boundary
perfective
bounded
perfective

water a water

» Langacker(1987h) perfective/imperfective
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imperfective
*Ed is resembling his father
perfective
Langacker
imperfective
imperfective imperfective
( We made it
), R -
perfective
perfective imperfective
It flashes
imperfective imperfective
perfective imperfective
Bybee et al-(1994)  Wolfson(1979)
imperfective situation
Langacker resemble “ the present tense”
(192) kick
Harder (1996 imperfective situation
Ed kicks his dog habitual He was a student
Langacker(1991 266) habitual 3
Langacker (1987b) cat (

There was cat all over the road...
He was a student He is a student
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He was a student

He is a student

present tense”

situation

8)

4. Properties of Singular Generics

4.1. Unboundedness

imperfective
dog barks
Harder
SOA
SOA finite clause
SOA
identify

imperfectivity SOA

“ the

imperfective

imperfective situation

referent

A

Harder (1996)
tense SOA

Harder (1996)
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A bird is in the cage A dog barks

A dog barks actual

DNA

(21b)
(21) a- Children have longer legs these days.-

b. *A child has longer legs these days-
(21a)



56

these days

(A human child has longer legs than a monkey

these days

a child

on the mat

A dog is barking

bark

)

et al-(1995)

(22) a. A turtle lives a long life-

b. A bird lays eggs.-

A cat is

(22)
(222)

(222)

DNA

(22b)

prototype

relevance

Krifka

genetic

relevance

(22)

Declerck

Krifka

Krifka
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relevance

relevant

relevance
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relevant

a bird

(22b)

prototype
(22b) a bird
a bird
taxonomic
(22p)
(23a) a peacock
(23b)

(23) a- A peacock has colorful feathers.
b- A bird flies-
c- *A bird lays an egg-
(23¢)

(23¢)
book

DNA

I like reading a
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Krifka
Rainbow Lake
A child born in Rainbow Lake is right-handed
3
specific
Every lion has three legs The lions have three legs
A lion has three legs Krifka
Krifka

specific Every lion has three legs

Every Every

cat stalks a cat

Langacker
perfective imperfective
perfective

imperfective A dog
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barks

9

4.2. Comparisons with Other Types of Generics

(24) a.
b.
(25) a.
b-

cf-

A dog barks

A dog barks

Dodos are extinct.

*A dodo is extinct-

{ A madrigal is /Madrigals are} polyphonic-

{*A madrigal is /Madrigals are} popular.
A foothall player is popular-
(24pb)
(25a,b)

madrigal  popular

a football player

a madrigal  popular

madrigal

mass noun count noun

perfectivity)

extinct

popular

(cf- *an infomation, *a

Declerck (1991)

any one

Krifka et al.(1995)
(26a-d)
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The madrigal is popular

a madrigal popularity

(25b) a madrigal

Jespersen(1933)  Perlmutter(1970)

a any one

any negative polarity

(26) a- {A /*Any} cat does not like a dog-

b- {A /*Any} rhino (with three legs) is common-

c- {A /*Any} rhino weighs four tons on average-

d- {A /*Any} beaver is an amphibious rodent.

(27) {A/ *One} knowledge of English is an asset in most walks of life.

One
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habituals A dog barks

Fido barks habituals A dog barks
habituals
habituals
identity

10) habituals

(28) a- Fido barks strangely these days-
b. Children have longer legs these days.-
c- *A child has longer legs these days-

10

identify identify
identification identify

(i) {The/*A} potato was first cultivated in South America.
(ii) a- The dodo is extinct-
b. *A dodo is extinct.
(iii) a- {The/A} motor car is a practical means of conveyance.
b. {The/ *A} motor car has become very popular.
(iv) a. {The/a} madrigal is polyphonic.-
b. {The/ *a madrigal} is popular.
c- A football player is popular.
(v) a. {The/*A} honeybee has a complex social system.
b. {The/*A} lion is numerous-

(29a,h) (29¢0)

(29) a- My cat is stalking that bird every morning again-

b. Cats are being born with extra toes these days.-

c- *A cat is being born with extra toes these days.-

days

be+V-ing

\%

4.3. Non-animate and Quasi-Singular Generics

C

. {The/*A} dodo is extinct-

(29p)

these days

(vi) a. {The/ ?A} poem should be read in silence, not the play.
b. {A/ ?The} poem should be read in silence, not declaimed.-

(via)

the play

(vib)

(vii) a
b

o o0

(vib)
identify
(vii, a-e)

identification

. {The/A} beaver builds dams.-

. {The/A} turtle lives a long life.

. {*The/A} bird lays eggs-

. {*The/A} lion has a mane.-

. {*The/A} duck has colorful feathers-

(c-e)
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these
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(30) a-

31) a.

(32) a.

putative

11)

A violin has strings like a guitar.

. A camera works very much like an eye-
. A bicycle pump compresses air-

- A bathroom scale uses a spring to measure weight.

these days

*Once upon a time, there was a peaceful village near the sea. In

those days, a cat was able to talk. ...

. *A cat is born blind these days-

In those days, a computer was as big as a bathroom.

11

identify
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b- In those days, a floppy disk was as big as an EP record-
c- A movie had no sound in those days-

d- A TV monitor will be flat and and as thin as paper in the future.

DNA
2000

nonspecific  nonreferential A dog barks

Langacker(1997 193) habitual

(33) In those days, a family bought a new car every four years.
habitual
A dog barks
a family  nonspecific
(34)
(34) A child was dying every 5 minutes in those days and now thats
happening every 5 seconds.
Langacker

(34) A child

A dog barks
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5. Conclusion

A dog barks

A dog is barking

specific
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