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Abstract

In the core areas of econom c devel opnment in Southeast Asia |ike
Peni nsul ar Mal aysiathe traditional plantation economy has beenlosingits
vitality during the last two decades. In contrast with it in sonme parts
of the Quter | sl ands of | ndonesi asuch as Sumatra and Kal i mant ant he pl antati on
econony has been expanded during this same period owing a great deal to
t he devel opnments of newestates by the capitals flowing fromthe core areas
such as Mal aysi a. Based on the intensive field survey whi ch was conduct ed
inRiau, Central Sumatra, thisstudyreveal edthat nost of the est ates operat ed
by plantation conpani es are now confronted with various social problens
and ecol ogi cal problens. It can be said that howto |link the devel opnment
of plantation econony with the soci al and econom c devel opnent of the | ocal

soci ety has becone a mmjor issue.
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