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Japanese Language Education in the U.S.

Koki ASAKAWA  Masaki NAKATSU

Abstract

Recently the number of Japanese language learners in the U.S. has decreased, but
it covers a wider range of age groups than before.

Today most teachers of Japanese are satisfied with their work, and the students
are favorable toward studying it. Their interest in Japan and the instruction given by
their teachers are the two main keys to attracting and motivating them to study
Japanese.

Japanese language education is one of the most important factors in creating
Americans who are more interested in and favorable toward Japan. To do this, it is
necessary to promote exchange activities between Japan and the U.S. at various levels
including grass root exchanges, especially public relations, and improve the quality of

Japanese language education at the elementary and junior high level.
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