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Summary

KAWANO Ginko :
Attractiveness of engineering department for female students

When we try to grasp a rough trend of university advancement rate sincel960, it is found out
that it has increased in both male and female students. Martin Trow pointed out: When
enrollment rate to higher educational institutions exceeds15%of population of the same age group in
general, students’ stratum, their objectives of enrolling and courses after graduation become
diversified, then transition from Elite to Mass higher education takes place. Consequently, they are
deferent from cream of the crop that we ever had. In case of Japan, whereas male students
surpassed this level in early1960s, female students did around 1990s, with a30-year gap. While
female students choosing engineering department slightly grows in number, this department remains
to be the major field of study with remarkably low ratio of female students per male counterparts.

This paper examined how to increase the number of female engineering undergraduates in light
of the reality : scarcity of women in this area. [ adopted participatory group interview to hear the
voices of people concerned as a research approach. To put it concretely, creating 5 groups
consisting of several female engineering undergraduates, I hold workshops to share problems and
discuss solutions among them, where both individual works and joint works were repeated.
Through the workshops, they mentioned improvements in facility such as school cafeteria and
classroom as a solution. There is the opinion that a tone seen in common among students of other
departments regardless of gender. Some opinion include, firstly, to show and let high school
students participate in experiments because details of engineering study are far-reaching so that it is
difficult for them to understand, secondly, creating opportunities for them to know that engineering
department is not the one they have thought because they have biased vision about it, and so on.

In conclusion, I believe that making good use of proposals based on their experiences by
accumulating such a research I did this time will contribute to boost the numbers of female

engineering undergraduates.

86



