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Summary

KAWANO Ginko :
The Expansion and the Diversification of Women’s Higher Education
~Concentrating on the Changes from 1991~

This paper discusses the expansion and the transformation of the quality of higher education for
women in Japan. Amano(1986) simply describes that although women's higher education has
attained reasonable growth, it does not lead to nor generate a new reformation of their education
but settles 4 female track;” female students are inclined to pursue specified educational departments.
In the period when Amano analyzed this tendency, only elite women, privileged upper-middle
class women, had the advantage of receiving higher education in Japanese society. When focusing
on women in that period, the period mentioned earlier corresponds to, what Martin Trow calls,

“the Transition from Elite to Mass-university,” which previously admitted only “students of
an elite-track (up to 15 per-cents of students pursuing higher education)” to the stage which also

accepted “a number of ordinary students.”

This paper focuses on a four-year college education which covers from 1991, when students
proceeding to college had reached over 15 per-cents, to 2006. As it analyzed the number of female
students going onto higher education during the period of 17 years, the increase in number of
students and college enrollment rate were confirmed. Considering women's specific field of study;
there is a strong trend to choose particular departments. When observing the expansion of
women’s higher education in the Mass stage, this study discovered a noticeable characteristic
that the number of female students who chose liberal arts and interdisciplinary studies as their
departments had increased; whereas, it is difficult to say their choice of study had diversified in
higher education. Therefore, in conclusion the diversifications of the women's higher education
has changed little compared with the outcome which Amano pointed out twenty years ago, while

the number of women going onto higher education has continually increased since 1991.
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